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HRH The Princess Royal, Royal Patron 
of the Gibunco Gibraltar International 

Literary Festival 2017

Photo by Jeremy Makinson
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On behalf of Her Majesty’s Government of Gibraltar, 
I would like to extend to all of you a warm welcome 
to the fifth edition of the Gibunco Gibraltar 
International Literary Festival.   That this year we 
have been privileged to be able to announce the 
extension of Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal’s 
Patronage for a further three years is testament to 
the success and prestige of this very special Festival.   
To have welcomed Her Royal Highness last month to 
Gibraltar House in London was an honour, being the 
first member of the Royal Family to visit our home in 
Britain’s capital.

Royal Patronage is a very powerful endorsement 
of the values and aspirations that the Gibraltarian 
people have as a vibrant and loyal member of the 
British family of nations.   Our Literary Festival 
is a prime example of this, with its array of 
internationally-acclaimed authors, an unprecedented 
Schools’ Programme and provision of a cultural space 
that encourage local writers to participate.

This has been a very important year for Gibraltar. We 
have enjoyed huge political support from the United 
Kingdom, reinforcing the fact that although we are 
a small Rock at the gateway to the Mediterranean, 
we are a part of one great British family.   Fifty 
years ago we freely chose to be part of this family 
in a sovereignty referendum organised by the UK.   
It is those British principles and standards that 
we defended so staunchly fifty years ago that our 
Literary Festival embodies: the value of education, of 
literature, of the arts and of community. 

It is our diverse history that brings a wonderful 
flavour to the Festival events, and invites our speakers 
to return year after year.   This year, 10 speakers have 
chosen to come back to Gibraltar, and I would like 
to extend a special welcome to Maureen Lipman, 
Nicholas Parsons and Chris Lloyd, who over these past 
5 years have become de facto ‘resident’ participants’ 
of the Gibraltar International Literary Festival.   I hope 
that many more will join them in years to come.

 Of course, we welcome the continuing development 
and extended reach of our Festival.   I am delighted 
to also welcome Dame Jenni Murray, Lady Carnavon 

The Hon Fabian Picardo QC MP
Chief Minister

and Jonathan Meades and the many others who will 
all speak at the Festival for the first time.   I hope that 
our first-time speakers will also enjoy and appreciate 
the extraordinary atmosphere of the Festival and will 
also look to establish a long-term relationship with 
us. 

In the course of 4 days, the Festival will host over 
forty public events that will discuss subjects and 
works spanning from fiction to history, art to religion, 
the academic and the comic.   I am delighted to 
welcome speakers and audiences alike to this very 
special fifth anniversary edition of the Gibunco 
Gibraltar International Literary Festival.   Discuss, 
learn and enjoy. 

With warmest best wishes to you all, as always,
Fabian Picardo

THE CITY OF GIBRALTAR
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particularly the teams at the Gibraltar Tourist Board, 
Gibraltar Cultural Services and the Gibraltar Garrison 
Library. 
 
Thank you all for joining us in this wonderful, 
enriching celebration.

As we look forward to the 5th edition of the Gibunco 
Gibraltar International Literary Festival we can be 
justifiably proud of this event that has become one 
of the leading experiences of its kind in the English 
speaking world.  Such is its prestige that we are truly 
honoured that Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal 
is our Patron. Her Royal Highness graciously accepted 
an invitation to attend a reception at Gibraltar 
House in London earlier this year making her the 
first member of the Royal Family to visit our home 
in London.

The participants and range of events in this year’s 
Festival clearly give an indication of the quality and 
variety we are to expect once again. There is no doubt 
that the Government’s pledge to develop event-led 
tourism has produced an outstanding yearly feast of 
culture and education.

The list for this year’s event is ever more interesting 
and the subject range is sure to appeal to many of our 
regular and loyal festival audiences and to those who 
have yet to experience it. 

It’s great to see that we have some participants that 
are eager to come back to the Rock as a testament 
the success and prestige of our festival. The fact that 
so many of our previous participants express a wish 
to come back and that our audiences give them a 
cherished welcome every time, is another reflection 
of the Festival’s consistency and quality.

It’s important also  to celebrate Gibraltar’s writers at 
these events as the Festival seeks to present our rich 
cultural heritage. Home grown talent must always 
feature highly in the Festival and I’m sure that our 
audiences will be entertained by the presentations 
and discussions that our Gibraltarian writers will 
deliver. From children’s tales to human evolution 
and intriguing fiction, these events will entertain and 
enthral.

Finally, I thank the Festival’s partners and sponsors 
and in particular our principal sponsor the Gibunco 
Group of Companies, for their unstinting support and 
investment in this important community event. 

An immense amount of work goes on behind the 
scenes throughout the year so that we may all 
enjoy this Festival. I wholeheartedly thank everyone 
involved in producing such a high quality event, 

The Hon Gilbert Licudi MP
Minister for Tourism, Employment, Commercial Aviation and the Port
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GIBUNCO
GIBRALTAR INTERNATIONAL

LITERARY FESTIVALI would like to extend 
the warmest welcome 
to you all on behalf of 
the organising teams, 
our volunteers and 
sponsors, without whom 
this wonderful Festival 
would not be possible.
 
The Gibunco Gibraltar 
International Literary 
Festival is in its 5th year, 
a first milestone for us, 

where we will celebrate what has now surely become one 
of the most outstanding literary festivals in the English 
speaking world and a benchmark for other festivals.
 
We are yet again delighted at the strong field of authors, 
writers, television personalities, academics and well 
known media figures that we have been able to attract 
for 2017. 

This is no easy task and is possible thanks to a hard 
working team and to Sally Dunsmore and Tony Byrne, 
our special advisors, for having worked with us to achieve 
such a wonderful programme.

We are honoured to count with the Royal Patronage of 
Her Royal Highness, The Princess Royal who this year 
agreed to extend her patronage filling us with immense 
pride. Only recently Her Royal Highness attend a 
reception at Gibraltar House in London to celebrate the 
Festival. 
 
Each year we endeavour to bring to you some of the 
finest minds in the media and literary circuits of the 
United Kingdom and beyond, and we look forward to 
another wonderful four days packed with scholarship, 
knowledge and enjoyment.

Our schools’ programme is second to none and we are 
always so grateful to those of our participants that take 
the time to visit our schools and share their knowledge 
with Gibraltar’s future. 
 
We are very grateful to our partners and sponsors, in 
particular to the the Gibunco Group, for their support in 
making the Festival a reality. As indeed we thank you too, 
our audience, for your continued loyalty. 

May you enjoy this year’s festival and be with us for 
many more!

Festival Sponsors & Partners

Thursday 16 November

The School Festival

Travelling to Gibraltar

Festival Map

The John Mackintosh Educational Trust

The Festival at a Glance

Friday 17 November
Saturday 18 November
Sunday 19 November

The Literary Festival Venues

12

20

37

97

122

63

18

42
66
82

16

Contents

Events Calendar

General Information

Director’s Welcome
Nicholas Guerrero, Festival Director

Cover Image: 
The Garrison Library 
(1832 - Frederick Leeds Edridge). 
Gibraltar Museum

THE GARRISON LIBRARY
UPPER READING ROOM
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The Gibunco Group continues its support in promoting 
the Gibraltar Literary Festival in collaboration with 
Her Majesty’s Government of Gibraltar.  The festival 
has cemented a place in Gibraltar’s social calendar 
as one of its prominent and paramount events which 
has contributed to further promoting Gibraltar in 
celebrating its fifth anniversary which is testament to 
its success.

As one of the leading companies in Gibraltar, it gives me 
great pride to use this opportunity to acknowledge the 
efforts of the group and would like to thank the staff 
for their dedication and continued loyalty. Separate 
to this but just as important, is acknowledging the 
great support of our extremely valued customers who 
have supported us throughout the years and helped 
transcend the company to be one of the leaders in our 
industry, both in Gibraltar and internationally.
 
Undoubtedly this year’s festival will once again 
bring along the entertainment, enjoyment and most 
importantly the dedication of the speakers which 
people will find fascinating and enjoy.

John J Bassadone
Chairman, The Gibunco Group, Gibraltar
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FESTIVAL SPONSORS
& PARTNERS

Title Sponsor

Co-Sponsor of Opening Dinner

Festival Organiser

Sponsor of the Children’s free events

Gibraltar Tourist Board
HM Government of Gibraltar

#VISITGIBRALTAR

Sponsor of the Festival Programme

Sponsor of the Festival Programme

Festival Newspaper Partner

Sponsor of the Festival Programme

FESTIVAL SPONSORS
& PARTNERS

STRENGTH IN UNITY

Media Partner and Series Sponsor

GIBRALTAR
GARRISON
LIBRARY
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FESTIVAL SPONSORS
& PARTNERS

Health, Beauty and Conference Centre

Co-Sponsor of the Opening Dinner

Sponsor of the Festival Green Room Drinks

Broadcast Media Partner

Official Logistics PartnerGibraltar Teacher’s Association 

FESTIVAL SPONSORS
& PARTNERS

Gibraltar Philatelic Bureau
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The Garrison Library of Gibraltar was founded by 
Captain (later Colonel) John Drinkwater, author of A 
History of the Late Siege of Gibraltar, published in 1785 
following the Great Siege of Gibraltar between 1779 

and 1783. Having suffered a lack of good reading material during the siege, he realised the need for a good 
reading library which he saw as a means of saving garrison officers from ‘having their minds enervated and 
vitiated by dissipation’. The library how houses 45,000 books, including many rare volumes and an excellent 
local history selection.  The library hosts several festival venues and the green room for authors and speakers.

VENUES

THE GIBRALTAR GARRISON LIBRARY 
(FESTIVAL HQ)

The John Mackintosh Hall was built and equipped by the John 
Mackintosh Trust and handed over to the community of Gibraltar in 
the 1960s. It provides a theatre, meeting and conference facilities, a 
coffee shop and library. John Mackintosh was a Gibraltarian born in 
the latter third of the 19th century into the established merchant 
class. He left part of his considerable fortune to the community with 
detailed instructions on how it should be used, including for the 
building of a cultural centre.

JOHN MACKINTOSH HALL

The Convent was completed in 1531 and was originally 
home to a group of Franciscan friars. It has been the 
official residence of the Governor of Gibraltar since 1728. 
The building was largely rebuilt during the 18th and 19th 
centuries. Festival events take place in the ballroom.

THE CONVENT



18 19
GIBUNCO GIBRALTAR INTERNATIONAL LITERARY FESTIVAL GIBUNCO GIBRALTAR INTERNATIONAL LITERARY FESTIVAL

FESTIVAL AT A GLANCE

Thursday 16 November

Friday 17 November

10am
10am
12pm
12pm

2pm
2pm
4pm
4pm
6pm

7.30pm

Roy & Leslie Adkins
Clive, Geraldine & Stewart Finlayson
Jonathan Meades
Richard Garcia
Robert Daws & Felix Francis
M.G. Sanchez
Priscilla Sacramento
Ingrid Seward
Gail Francis-Tiron
Opening Dinner

Garrison Library
The Convent
The Convent
Garrison Library 
The Convent
Garrison Library
Garrison Library 
The Convent
John Mackintosh Hall
Caleta Hotel

10am
10am
10am
12pm
12pm
12pm

2pm
2pm
3pm
4pm
4pm
6pm
6pm

Ian Beesley
Ray Keene
Patrick Gale
Nicholas Parsons
Stephen Law
Nick Rankin
Laurence Rees
Jacob Ross & Maggie Gee
Christopher Lloyd
Ann Widdecombe
Steven Price Brown
Tony Hawks
Philip Mansel

The Convent
John Mackintosh Hall
Garrison Library
John Mackintosh Hall
John Mackintosh Hall
Garrison Library
John Mackintosh Hall
Garrison Library
The Convent
John Mackintosh Hall
Garrison Library
The Convent
John Mackintosh Hall

FESTIVAL AT A GLANCE

Saturday 18 November
9.30am -5.30pm

10am
10am
10am
10am
11am
12pm
12pm
12pm

2pm
2pm
2pm
2pm
4pm
6pm

Sarah Burton & Jem Poster
Dr Elizabeth Drayson
Katie Adie
Paul O’Garra
Ahmed Boukhobza
Christopher Lloyd
William Chislett
Lady Carnarvon
Unify - Young Enterprise
Dr Janina Ramirez
Lucinda Hawksley
Christopher LLoyd
Jenny Eclair
Maureen Lipman
The Hon Dr Joseph Garcia MP

John Mackintosh Hall
Garrison Library
The Covent
John Mackintosh Hall
John Mackintosh Hall
John Mackintosh Hall
Garrison Library
The Covent
John Mackintosh Hall
Garrison Library
The Covent
John Mackintosh Hall
John Mackintosh Hall
John Mackintosh Hall
Garrison Library

Sunday 19 November
10am
10am
10am
11am
12pm

2pm
2pm
2pm
4pm
4pm

7.30pm

Dr Adam Rutherford
Gaby chiappe
Col John Blashford Snell
Christopher Lloyd
Nicholas Parsons & Guests
Dr Janina Ramirez
Christopher Lloyd
Min Kym & Ian Brown
Peter Conradi
Dame Jenni Murray
Festival Closing Dinner

Garrison Library
John Mackintosh Hall
The Convent
John Mackintosh Hall
John Mackintosh Hall
Garrison Library
John Mackintosh Hall
The Convent
Garrison Library
John Mackintosh Hall
Sunborn Gibraltar

During events photographs will be taken that may be used 
in future publicity for the festival.
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FESTIVAL BOOKSHOP
The Festival Bookshop will open for 6 days, with a wide selection of books 
by festival speakers and related material. The bookshop is provided and 
staffed by Blackwell’s of Oxford with logistical support by DHL.

GIBRALTAR
GARRISON
LIBRARY

Situated across four floors, including the 
vast Norrington Room, are a wide range 
of departments:

• History and Classics
• Literature and Languages
• Philosophy and Theology
• Sciences and Medicine
• Law, Economics and Politics
• Fiction
• Children’s
• Cookery and gardening
• Audio books and DVDs
• Second-hand books
• Rare books

worldwide book supply
Blackwell’s can offer access to 500,000 titles for 
immediate despatch across the globe, whether you 
are buying as an individual customer, a library or a 
company. Please contact us for further details.

Specialist bookseller since 1879

For details of our shops around the UK go to 
Blackwells.co.uk

Blackwells.co.uk

 01865 792 792
 oxford@Blackwells.co.uk
 @blackwelloxford
 Blackwells.co.uk/oxford

                          bookshop
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16 20
17

THURSDAY
NOVEMBER 16 20

17
THURSDAY
NOVEMBER

GIBRALTAR: THE GREATEST SIEGE IN 
BRITISH HISTORY

For more than three-and-a-half years, from 1779 to 
1783, Gibraltar was besieged and blockaded, on land 
and at sea, by the overwhelming forces of Spain and 
France. It became the longest siege in British history 
and would be known as the Great Siege. Thousands 
of soldiers, civilians and their families withstood 
terrifying bombardments, starvation and disease, 
with very ordinary people enduring extraordinary 
events. Roy and Lesley Adkins discuss their latest 
book, Gibraltar: The Greatest Siege in British History, 
for which they tracked down many undiscovered and 
neglected sources. Rich in dramatic human detail, the 
everyday experiences of those involved are brought to 
life with eyewitness accounts, and the action includes 
an attempted invasion of England, naval battles, 
shipwrecks, fantastic floating batteries, a daring 
sortie into Spain and the creation of Gibraltar’s first 

tunnels. This is military, naval 
and social history woven 
together, with soldiers, 
sailors and civilians, royalty 
and rank-and-file, workmen 
and engineers, deserters, 
prisoners-of-war, spies and 
surgeons, all caught up in an 
epic struggle.

10.00 at The Garrison Library / £12 / £8

ROY ADKINS, LESLEY ADKINS

This will be a lavishly illustrated coffee table book 
that will highlight the values of the Gorham’s Cave 
Complex UNESCO World Heritage Site, which 
was inscribed in July 2016. The book will describe, 
through spectacular photographs, why the site is so 
important. From excavations, artefacts and fossils, to 
stunning landscapes and photographs of the animals 
and plants that live there today, or lived there in the 
remote past; this book will be a must for all interested 
in Gibraltar’s heritage and wildlife. The text and 
photographs have been put together by the authors. 
It has taken them fifteen years to put the images 
together and some, involving species no longer found 
on the Rock, have required travel to distant parts of 
the planet.

It is the story of how the images were obtained, the 
challenges of working in remote locations, and the 
research and planning involved, that will form the 
basis of this lecture, which will be presented in a style 
accessible to a wide ranging public. This will be a one-
and-only chance to hear the story of the discovery 
of Gibraltar’s Lost World. A book signing session will 
follow the lecture.

“LOST WORLD: SECRETS OF A WORLD 
HERITAGE SITE”
10.00 at The Convent / £12 / £8

CLIVE, GERALDINE 
& STEWART FINLAYSON

Richard Garcia’s latest book, The Changing Face of 
Gibraltar in the 20th Century, will be presented at this 
year’s Festival. The book is essentially a photographic 
record of how the appearance of Gibraltar changed 
during the course of the 20th century, based on a 
compendium of picture postcards, mainly depicting 
Gibraltar in the first half of the century. The postcards 
are divided thematically into four groups: the 
topography of Gibraltar; the economy of Gibraltar; 
street types and leisure; and the North Front and the 
Gibraltar land frontier with Spain.

The presentation of the book will be accompanied by 
an illustrated talk, using some of the images that are 
illustrated in the book. It will place the book in context, 
and will dwell on a number of strands explored in it. 
Above all, it will be a celebration of how Gibraltar 
changed, grew and developed from being primarily a 
military Fortress to a buzzing, cosmopolitan, multi-
cultural, outward looking society.

The Plagiarist in the Kitchen is a recipe book which 
is implicity, and occassionally explicitly, critical of 
the recipe book industry, self-important ‘celebrity 
chefs’, the notion that cooking is an art, ‘fine dining’, 
the twee ‘foodie’ subculture, the massacre of the 
English language by food ‘writers’, artisan yogourt, 
organicised (ie muddy) vegetables, the use of ‘source’ 
as a synonym for ‘buy’ and so on - ad vomitum. It is 
a paean to unoriginality and theft. It admits what the 
vast majority of recipe books deny, that the wheel has 
already been invented  and that anyone who claims to 
create a new dish is either mendacious or delusional 
or a member of the lobster-with-marmalade school 
of emetic absurdity. Meades was for 15 years the 
restaurant critic of The Times, a long lesson in the 
detection of the meretricious.

‘Defiantly and hilariously unprecious...the final joke, 
of course, is that Meades has made a cookbook that is 
itself a work of literary art. Chapeau.’ STEVEN POOLE, 
Guardian 

‘The Plagiarist in the Kitchen is hilariously grumpy, 
muttering at us “Don’t you bastards know anything?” 
You can read it purely for literary pleasure, but 
Jonathan Meades makes everything sound so 
delicious that the non-cook will be moved to cook 
and the bad cook will cook better.’ DAVID HARE, 
Guardian

THE CHANGING FACE OF GIBRALTAR 
IN THE 20TH CENTURY

THE PLAGIARIST IN THE KITCHEN

12.00 at The Garrison Library / £12 / £8
12.00 at The Convent / £12 / £8

RICHARD GARCIA JONATHAN MEADES
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What does it mean to be Gibraltarian? Is it something 
that can be readily articulated? Is it possible to speak 
about a Gibraltarian mindset and way of doing 
things?

 In this talk Gibraltarian author M. G. Sanchez will look 
at how Gibraltar has traditionally been represented 
in the past and argue that the majority of these 
representations fail to capture the unique character 
of the Gibraltarian people. Ignorance about the Rock’s 
native affairs, political bias on the part of journalists/
commentators, even the tendency among some 
Gibraltarians to define themselves almost solely in 
oppositional terms -- all of these factors have helped 
to downplay the complex and fascinatingly hybrid 
nature of the Gibraltarian population. To round off 
his talk, M. G. Sanchez will 
focus on representations 
of ‘Gibraltarianness’ in his 
two latest books – the 
novel Jonathan Gallardo 
and the autobiographical 
volume Past: A Memoir – 
and explain how he uses 
different elements to 
try to create a distinctly 
Gibraltarian ‘text.’ 

Priscilla will be discussing the similarities and 
differences between the three cultures featured in 
Invisible Threads, with particular reference to the role 
of women.

Panel discussion with Felix Francis on what makes 
a good thriller /crime novel and why it is the most 
popular genre of all (Robert’s new book is called The 
Poisoned Rock)

Ingrid Seward, Editor in Chief of Majesty magazine and 
one of the UK’s leading royal commentators, presents 
My Husband and I, published to coincide with the 
70th wedding anniversary of Queen Elizabeth II and 
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh on 20th November 
2017. Seward sheds new light on the formidable 
partnership that has inspired a nation. Through 
speaking to people who know them well she gives a 
unique perspective on their marriage and a revealing 
insight into their lives together. By focusing on their 
lives as parents and grandparents, their separate 
interests and activities and showing how this most 
public of families operates in 
private, Seward explains how 
the royal couple continue 
to thrive. She reveals how 
the Queen and her consort 
dealt with seeing all but one 
of their children divorce, the 
loss of family members and 
above all the reaction to 
the death of Princess Diana, 
which put their lives under 
scrutiny like never before.

THE MAKINGS OF A GOOD CRIME 
NOVEL

MY HUSBAND AND I14.00 at The Convent / £12 / £8
16.00 at The Convent / £12 / £8

ROBERT DAWS & FELIX FRANCIS INGRID SEWARD

REPRESENTING GIBRALTARIANNESS

INVISIBLE THREADS

14.00 at The Garrison Library / £12 / £8

16.00 at The Garrison Library / £12 / £8

M.G SANCHEZ PRISCILLA SACRAMENTO

16 20
17

THURSDAY
NOVEMBER 16 20

17
THURSDAY
NOVEMBER
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My life mantra is ‘time is too valuable to waste’ and I 
have therefore always tried to make the most of every 
precious minute. Throughout my life I have applied 
this theory and have worn different hats, even that 
of Miss Gibraltar 1985! Ever since I can remember I 
have been painting and writing. As a result, a number 
of years back I published a short book based on 
my personal experience as a contestant at a major 
beauty pageant. I enjoyed this challenge immensely, 
promised myself I would write another and take the 
challenge further by illustrating it. Eventually ‘Don’t 
you Just Love Them’, materialised. 

This second book is a collection of true stories of the 
naughty and sweet stuff that children have said or 
done. Although my son was my original inspiration, 
I have also related stories from many others who 
wished to share their unforgettable tales. As my 
book has been a challenge I set myself, in order to 
show my gratitude to all who helped make it reality I 
have decided that most of the proceeds will again be 
donated to different charities.

DON’T YOU JUST LOVE THEM?
18.00 at John Mackintosh Hall / £12 / £8

GAIL FRANCIS-TIRON

16 20
17

THURSDAY
NOVEMBER
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FESTIVAL OPENING DINNER

Join all the celebrated speakers and performers at this year’s literary festival on the 
Rock, for the splendid opening dinner prepared by the chef of the Caleta Hotel.

The price of this event includes reception, three-course meal, wines and coffee.

FESTIVAL OPENING DINNER AT THE CALETA HOTEL
19.30 at The Caleta Hotel / £130

Health, Beauty and Conference Centre

16 20
17

THURSDAY
NOVEMBER
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George Bassadone’s great grandfather came to Gibraltar from Genoa in the 1860s he 
came here to work in the civil port, via the UK Colonial Office, but it was his son Alfred 
who founded the business that still bears the name A. Bassadone (1904) Ltd, just over a 
hundred years ago.

Alfred Bassadone began his working life at the Anglo-Egyptian Bank in Irish Town, 
opposite the police station (it was later taken over by Barclays) but came up against a 
snag. He wanted to get married and it was a condition of employment, standard in banks 
in those days, that he had to get the manager’s permission before he could do so. He was 
shocked when his boss vetoed the proposal, or banned the banns, and an angry young 
Alfred handed in his notice. Had it not been for that, the present day Bassadone Group 
might never have been born.

In 1904 cars weren’t particularly prevalent and he went into the clothing business - 
retailing in quite a big way, and later becoming a supplier of fresh fruit and eggs to the 
Navy as well. It wasn’t until 1927 that the business imported its first car, a Peugeot. 
Bassadone are still the agents for Peugeot, along with Toyota, Hyundai, Kia, Honda, 
Suzuki and SsangYong.

The first showroom was in Line Wall Road, where the car business remained until Alfred’s 
son George (father of the present George) took out a lease from the War Office on a plot 
in Devil’s Tower Road, where the company is still based.

Since then the Bassadone Group has expanded, with many facets not visible to the 
general public, 4,000 Toyotas are supplied yearly to the United Nations and NGO’s the 
biggest part of the business.  Each  vehicle arrives in Gibraltar and on average 15 hours 
modification work are done e.g. fitting bull bars, communications equipment, ambulance 
conversions etc.

The group consists of 9 wholly owned companies and is active in Finland, The Baltic 
States, United Kingdom, Spain and Gibraltar

Bassadone is now the biggest supplier of stock vehicles to the UN in the world; it’s 
a niche market that has been developed due to the quality of service, expertise and 
speedy accurate response to enquiries. It is one of the biggest local employers,  currently 
employing 230 staff.   Bassadone Automotive Group was awarded the Investors in People 
(IiP) standard in 2007 and went on to be accredited with the IiP Gold  and Champion 
Status in 2014.
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215 years of history...
The Gibraltar Chronicle has been at the heart the community for over 215 years. Today, considered a 
long-standing institution, it remains a close observer of the Rock’s political and community events, 
documenting the life of Gibraltar and its people. It is an independent, non-partisan newspaper that 
publishes balanced, accurate reporting alongside informed, responsible opinion.

The Chronicle began life as a military owned, military minded news sheet for the serving officers 
of the Garrison. Some 215 years ago, in the early months of 1801, five regiments of Foot from the 
Gibraltar Garrison were hurriedly shipped to Egypt to face the threat of Napoleon, First Consul 
of France. They left behind their womenfolk and children. Official casualty lists and news were 
slow and scanty at the time, although all the news received was posted on a notice board in the 
Gibraltar Garrison Library. So much interest was created it was decided to make the information 
available to the public.

On May 4th 1801, a bulletin headed “Continuation of the Intelligence from Egypt” was printed at 
the Garrison Library Press with four pages, the first three both in English and French. The fourth 
gave the names and regiments of officers who had fallen since they had landed in Egypt.
A second edition was printed on 8th of May 1801 after which it was published weekly every Friday 
and was first published as the Gibraltar Chronicle on the 15th of May. 
Production over the years, as its pages doubled and tripled, has never been interrupted. It has had 
a continuous run since its inception.

Famed for its scoop on the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805, the news of the battle reached London over 
a week after local publication. 

As recently as the 1990s, the newspaper was still owned by a trust composed of serving officers of 
the Gibraltar Garrison Library. 

For over two centuries, the Chronicle’s reporters have covered many major stories. 
They are too numerous to list but include the mystery of the Mary Celeste; the sinking of the 
Utopia; John Lennon and Yoko Ono’s wedding; the closure and re-opening of the frontier; the 
IRA shooting; the HMS Tireless saga; Gibraltar winning Miss World; Gibraltar’s UEFA and FIFA 
membership; and the EU referendum.

Today, facing the challenges of the social media age, the Chronicle’s small but dedicated staff 
continues to deliver the news in keeping with the core values that have defined this newspaper for 
over two centuries.
 Its print edition - backed online with a digital version too - is published six days a week, but major 
breaking stories are covered online 24/7.

G
ib

raltar ChronicleThe Independent Daily - f rst Published 1801

Follow us on        and        @GibChronicle 
or visit www. chronicle.gi

Contact us on: news@chronicle.gi  - 
features@chronicle.gi - advertising@chronicle.gi

At the heart of the community
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201
Gibraltar's Leading

Hotel

201 5
Gibraltar's Leading

Spa

caletagibraltarhotel            

@caletahotelgbz
  

the other side of gibraltar
•	 Winner of Gibraltar’s Leading Hotel 

Award since 2009

•	 Gibraltar’s AA highest graded hotel - 
81% merit score

•	 Nunos contemporary Italian restaurant -  
2 Rosette AA Culinary Award since 2006

•	 Bay View Lounge & Bistro offering 
international cuisine with views across 
the Med

•	 Stylish rock & sea view rooms and suites 
and self catering apartments

•	 Health & Beauty Club - voted 
Gibraltar’s Leading Spa Award 2015

•	 Excellent conference & banqueting 
facilities - voted Gibraltar’s Leading 
Conference Centre Award 2016

•	 Friendly staff and unsurpassed service

T: (+350) 200 76501    
E: reservations@caletahotel.gi     
www.caletahotel.com
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Welcome to the Schools’ Literary Festival 2017. 
This is a wonderful opportunity for the children to 
meet with the authors and find out what inspired 
them to start writing. As educators we constantly 
strive to foster a love of reading: when we read we 
embark on a silent and peaceful journey of personal 
growth, seeing and feeling from the point of view of 
the author. Education is slowly changing and moving 
away from the traditional classroom model to 
collaborative learning learning spaces, where children 
are able to come together to discuss and explore 
ideas. The Literary Festival, therefore, is very much 
welcomed and I take this opportunity to thank all 
those who have helped to put together this event.

Ann Widdecome

Maggie Gee

Stephen Price Brown

Nick Rankin Christopher LLoyd

Laurence Rees William Chislett Roy and Leslie Adkins

Priscilla SacramentoGeraldine Finlayson

Darren Grech
Director of Education

SCHOOLS’ FESTIVAL
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In recent years the UK Cabinet Secretary has emerged 
from the shadows:  Sir Robert Armstrong ran into 
trouble for being economical with the truth. Sir Robin 
Butler investigated allegations of sleaze. Sir Richard 
Wilson faced the responsibility of responding to the 
9/11 attacks.  Sir Gus O’Donnell acted as midwife 
to the Conservative-LibDem coalition.  Yet just 
what they do and what influence they have had has 
remained much of a mystery until this history was 
given unfettered access to government files.

Nowadays it seems incredible that before 1916 
there was no formal Cabinet agenda and no record 
of Cabinet decisions.  Ministers sometimes left the 
Cabinet room with opposing recollections of what 
had been decided.

The talk will examine the Cabinet Secretary’s role in 
major events: the transition from war to peace; the 
threat of atomic war and of Communist subversion; 
the debacle of Suez; the move from Commonwealth 
to Europe; the rise of the Special Adviser cadre; secret 
diplomacy; the organisation of intelligence; living 
with sofa government and the Blair-Brown tensions.  
Speaking truth unto power.  Not to leave out the 
official record of a ghost in the corridors of the Joint 
Intelligence Committee.

Patrick Gale is the author of sixteen novels, including 
the Costa-shortlisted A Place Called Winter and two 
Richard and Judy Book Club selections, Notes from 
an Exhibition and A Perfectly Good Man. He was 
recently the subject of a BBC documentary, Patrick 
Gale’s Art of Fiction, in which he was interviewed by 
Stephen Fry and opened up about the intimate links 
between his fiction and previously hidden stories of 
his family. His first original television drama, Man in 
an Orange Shirt, was the highly praised centrepiece 
of the BBC’s Gay Britannia season this summer and 
he has written about how it was partly inspired by a 
secret in his parents’ marriage. Based on his husband’s 
farm at Land’s End, he’s a busy man, writing a new 
novel and two major television projects while playing 
the cello in the local orchestra and helping run the 
North Cornwall Book Festival. He talks to XX about 
his journey from writing on the edges and being 
marginalised to the gay shelves in bookshops, to 
being taken to the nation’s heart and opens up about 
the tricky business of using one’s nearest and dearest 
as “material”. You can watch and extract from the 
BBC documentary on YouTube and find out more 
about Patrick on his website www.galewarning.org. 

Take a look inside the mind of Tony Buzan, the 
man who invented Mind Mapping and taught the 
world a whole new way of thinking. Read about the 
inspirations, influences, discoveries and challenges on 
his journey to help royalty, global figures, celebrities, 
governments, business leaders, and how he has 
transformed educational theory and practice around 
the world.  

In Raymond Keene’s comprehensive book, hear from 
Tony in his own words about his passion for Mental 
Literacy and his and the belief that Genius is present 
in every one of us.  

Take a look inside the mind of Tony Buzan, the 
man who invented Mind Mapping and taught the 
world a whole new way of thinking. Read about the 
inspirations, influences, discoveries and challenges on 
his journey to help royalty, global figures, celebrities, 
governments, business leaders, and how he has 
transformed educational theory and practice around 
the world.  

In Raymond Keene’s comprehensive book, hear from 
Tony in his own words about his passion for Mental 
Literacy and his and the belief that Genius is present 
in every one of us.  

LIFE AS CABINET SECRETARY IN CONVERSATION WITH PATRICK GALE

MAPPING THE MAN BEHIND MIND 
MAPPING

JUST LAUGH A MINUTE

10.00 at The Convent / £12 / £8 10.00 at The Garrison Library / £12 / £8

10.00 at John Mackintosh Hall / £12/ £8
12.00 at John Mackintosh Hall / £12 / £8

IAN BEESLEY PATRICK GALERAY KEENE OBE NICHOLAS PARSONS
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Panorama is a daily newspaper. It was founded in December 1975 by journalist Joe Garcia who has 
edited it since then.  It was first published as a weekly, becoming a daily in 2002. There must be few 
daily papers in the world in magazine size! It was the first Gibraltar newspaper to establish an 
online edition, that was in 1997.

The first edition in 1975, published a month after General Franco’s death in Spain, reported on 
references about Gibraltar by the then Spanish King. The present king has made references recently 
about Gibraltar at the United Nations. Nothing has changed in over 40 years!

Says Wikipedia: “Joe Garcia was the first Gibraltarian journalist to receive an award in The Queen’s 
Honours List for his services to journalism in Gibraltar and overseas. He has written extensively 
about |Gibraltar in publications abroad, such as the London Financial Times (for 25 years) and 
Spain’s leading daily El Pais (for 10 years).”

 As general publishers, the company has some 20 titles to its credit, ranging from glossy magazines, 
including an airline onflight magazine, to the Gibraltar Who’s Who.

Gibraltar’s first Director of Education Dr H.W. Howes wrote a book called ‘The Gibraltarian’ which 
traced the origin and development of the people of Gibraltar. In a preface he noted: “In view of the
historical significance and strategic value of Gibraltar, it is somewhat surprising that there has 
never been a systematic study of the origin and development of its population.” That was in 1951, 
and the book was of limited circulation. We acquired its copyright in 1982 and published two 
subsequent editions.

 While Dr Howes’ valuable work was mainly of a statistical nature in seeking to establish the ethnic 
roots of the Gibraltar population since it became British, in 1994 we went on to publish ‘Gibraltar: 
The making of a people’ by Dr Joseph J. Garcia, the first in-depth history of the political and 
constitutional development of Gibraltar and its people.

Two editions have been published.

Gibraltar’s compact daily newspaper

Publishing Partner
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Philosopher Stephen Law immunises against the wiles 
of cultists, religious and political zealots, conspiracy 
theorists, and various other nutcases by clearly 
setting out the tricks of the trade by which such 
insidious belief systems are created and sustained.

Wacky belief systems abound. Members of the 
Heavens Gate suicide cult believed they were taking 
a ride to heaven on board a UFO. Muslim suicide 
bombers expect to be greeted after death by 72 
virgins. And many fundamentalist Christians insist 
the entire universe is just 6,000 years old. It’s not 
only cults and religions that promote bizarre beliefs. 
Some believe that aliens built the pyramids. Others 
that 9/11 was an ‘inside job’. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
believed in fairies. How do such preposterous views 
succeed in entrenching themselves in the minds of 
sane, intelligent, educated people, turning them into 
the willing slaves of claptrap?

Law is Reader in philosophy at Heythrop College, 
University of London, and the author of many popular 
introductions to Philosophy, including The Philosophy 
Gym, The Great Philosophers, and (for children) The 
Complete Philosophy Files.

One of the great strengths of Laurence Rees’ new 
work on the Holocaust, according to reviewers, is 
the powerful eyewitness testimony that the book 
contains.

In this lecture, Rees discusses four people that he met 
personally, carefully chosen out of the hundreds of 
interviews conducted for his various television series 
on the Nazis and the Holocaust over the last twenty-
five years. Each of these four people offers a different 
perspective on the Holocaust.

Two of them suffered at the hands of the Nazis. 
One as a Polish political prisoner in Auschwitz, and 
the other as a Jewish Sonderkommando in the death 
camp of Sobibor. The remaining two interviewees 
were perpetrators – and both were convicted of 
war crimes after the conflict ended. One is a former 
SS man who worked in Auschwitz, and the other a 
Lithuanian who murdered Jews at the behest of the 
Nazis.

Rees focuses on what these four individuals can tell 
us, about not just the nature of this terrible crime, but 
the human condition itself. 

Nick Rankin talks to Gibraltar Chronicle’s Brian Reyes 
about his new book.

Two months before he shot himself, Adolf Hitler 
saw where it had all gone wrong. By failing to seize 
Gibraltar in the summer of 1940, he lost the war.

The Rock of Gibraltar, a pillar of British sea-power 
since 1704, looked formidable but was extraordinarily 
vulnerable. Though menaced on all sides by Nazi 
Germany, Fascist Italy, Vichy France and Francoist 
Spain, every day Gibraltar had to let thousands of 
people cross its frontier to work. Among them came 
spies and saboteurs, eager to blow up its 25 miles 
of secret tunnels. In 1942, Gibraltar became US 
General Eisenhower’s HQ for the invasion of North 
Africa, the campaign that led to Allied victory in the 
Mediterranean.

Nicholas Rankin’s revelatory new book, whose cast of 
characters includes Haile Selassie, Anthony Burgess 
and General Sikorski, sets Gibraltar in the wider 
context of the struggle against fascism, from Abyssinia 
through the Spanish Civil War. It also chronicles the 
end of empire and the rise to independence of the 
Gibraltarian people.

Maggie Gee and Jacob Ross will be addressing the 
role of protest in literature, the subtle and overt ways 
in which it has shaped modern attitudes and thinking, 
and more specifically, Jacob’s own process in building 
a convincing fictional narrative from factual research. 
Jacob will read an extract from his story and address 
the case of the New Cross Fire which was one of the 
triggers for the Brixton Riots in the 1980s. 

Maggie and Jacob will also be questioning what we 
mean by the term ‘protest literature’ since so much 
of English literature is ‘protest’ - although that aspect 
is often overlooked or ignored.

BELIEVING BULLSHIT

THE HOLOCAUST – MEETING THOSE 
WHO WERE THERE

DEFENDING THE ROCK

THE FIRE NEXT TIME...

12.00 at John Mackintosh Hall / £12 / £8

14.00 at John Mackintosh Hall / £12 / £8

12.00 at The Garrison Library / £12 / £8

14.00 at The Garrison Library / £12 / £8

STEPHEN LAW LAURENCE REESNICK RANKIN MAGGIE GEE, JACOB ROSS
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Join Christopher Lloyd at the launch of a brand new 
timeline book called “The Story of Gibraltar” which 
tells the story of the Rock from earliest times to 
the present day using a fabulous 2m-long four-out 
timeline. The launch will be a fun evening with stories 
from the book presented by some of Gibraltar’s very 
own school children, highlighting special moments in 
the history of the Rock.”

Tickets are free and on a first come, first served basis.

‘THE STORY OF GIBRALTAR’ 
BOOK LAUNCH
15.00 at The Convent / £12 / £8

CHRISTOPHER LLOYD
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Forthright, intrepid and engaging, Ann Widdecombe 
was at the centre of Conservative politics for over 
twenty years,  During her time in opposition she 
wrote her first novel, THE CLEMATIS TREE, which 
was published in 2000 and became a Sunday Times 
bestseller.  It tells the moving story of a family torn 
apart after their son is severely injured in an accident.  
Ann has gone on to write a further three novels and 
one detective novel, THE DANCING DETECTIVE.  In 
2013 she published her memoir STRICTLY ANN 
which again was a Sunday Times bestseller.  In her 
talk, Ann will focus on her career as an author and 
her life following her retirement from politics in 2010 
which got off to a thrilling start with her performance 
in BBC1’s 2010 Strictly Come Dancing.  Ann has gone 
on to perform in Donizetti’s ‘La Fille du Regiment’ 
at the Royal Opera House as well as starring in a 
number of pantomimes.   A regular contributor and 
presenter of television documentaries, she appeared 
most recently in Sugar Free Farm on ITV.  Ann lives 
on Dartmoor in Devon, writes a weekly column for 
the Daily Express and is currently working on her fifth 
novel, AN ACT OF BROTHERHOOD, which is the final 
book in the trilogy formed by AN ACT OF PEACE and 
AN ACT OF TREACHERY.

photo credit Poppy Berry

Afghanistan, Iraq, Kosovo, Ireland – every crewmember 
aboard the Spirit of Falmouth had served in one of 
these trouble spots, had had almost unimaginably 
traumatic experiences there, and then had trouble 
readjusting to civilian life. Some were hospitalised, 
others ended up living on the streets, many of them 
found themselves alone and isolated. Steven Price 
Brown tells the unique and inspiring account follows 
the Spirit of Falmouth’s June 2016 voyage around the 
country these men had sworn to protect. The tall ship 
is the last remaining Merseyside Pilot Schooner, and 
the voyage was organised by veterans’ charity Turn 
To Starboard to coincide with the 250th anniversary 
of the pilot service. The route took the men from 
Falmouth back to Liverpool, where the service started 
in 1766, the long way. This is the story of the Spirit 
of Falmouth’s crew – dramatic, uplifting, moving, and 
told with the inevitable darkly hilarious humour of 
those who have served.

IN CONVERSATION WITH 
ANN WIDDECOMBE

THE SPIRIT OF FALMOUTH

16.00 at John Mackintosh Hall / £12 / £8

16.00 at The Garrison Library / £12 / £8

ANN WIDDECOMBE STEVEN PRICE BROWN
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It’s twenty years since Tony made his crazy 
hitchhiking adventure and then wrote the best selling 
book ‘Round Ireland With A Fridge’. The journey had 
a profound effect on him and actually changed the 
way he tried to live his life henceforth. In this talk 
he discusses the merits of ‘fridge philosophy’ and 
highlights how important it is to find room for 
silliness in your life.

Mixed cities were once common in the 
Mediterranean, particularly in the Ottoman Empire. 
Their characteristics included multiple races, religions 
and languages; the importance of ambassadors, 
consuls and commerce; modernity; and vulnerability. 
Constantinople, Aleppo, Smyrna, Alexandria and 
Beirut were mixed Ottoman cities. They are both 
precursors of, and warnings to, today’s mixed ciities.

For in the end mixed cities depend on the state 
which protects them. When the state weakens or 
turns hostile, they do not survive. The hinterland 
always bites back. In the last hundred years all 
Ottoman mixed cities have suffered from civil wars 
and nationalism. The hinterland always bites back. 
Smyrna was burnt, and lost its Greeks and Armenians 
in 1922, Constantinople was Turkified after 1922, 
and Alexandria Egyptianised after 1952. Since 2012 
Aleppo has been gutted by civil war . Most refugees 
from this formerly tolerant half-Christian city 
hesitate to return...

LESSONS FROM THE FRIDGE

MIXED CITIES OF THE MEDITERRANEAN, 
FROM ALEPPO TO GIBRALTAR

18.00 at The Convent / £12 / £8

18.00 at John Mackintosh Hall / £12 / £8

TONY HAWKS PHILIP MANSEL

17 20
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NOVEMBERGibtelecom provides customer 
service and technical support 
around the clock each and 
every day of the year

You can depend on us.
We are committed to problem resolution and offer 
24/7 support so you won’t feel frustrated when you 
need to speak to someone on evenings, weekends 
or public holidays.

For details on our broadband and mobile 
packages visit www.gibtele.com
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Gibraltar Crystal was established in 1995. Our premises, at the entrance to Main Street, 
are in the heart of Gibraltar and its renowned shopping district. All our products are 
entirely handmade and this allows us the flexibility to custom make pieces at very 
reasonable prices.

Enthused by our concept and ethos, renowned glass makers Paul Alexander, Stuart Quick 
and Stuart Shute joined us at our inception. By September 1996 we were supplying 
prestigious retailers in the United Kingdom such as Dickens & Jones of Regent Street, 
The Royal Horticultural Society, Selfridges, and some House of Fraser stores, amongst 
others. However, demands made by these retailers pulled the company in a direction 
that was contrary to our original concept so in the spring of 1999 we “refocused”. Our 
ability to manufacture custom made pieces and ship them directly to clients, as well 
as undertaking high quality corporate work became our forte. We have customers from 
Australia, Japan, Saudi Arabia, United Kingdom, and the United States - our largest client 
base.

Many of our corporate clients are major players in Gibraltar’s gaming, legal and financial 
industries. We, also, regularly work with international clients.  A commission undertaken 
for Her Majesty’s Royal Yacht Britannia is a particular source of pride. 

Grand Casemates, Gibraltar
T: +350 20050136

E: info@gibraltarcrystal.com

www.gibraltarcrystal.com

Proudly handmade in Gibraltar
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GibraltarCrystal_Literaryad.pdf   1   23/09/2016   1:41 PM
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The John Mackintosh Trust was set up following 
the death of Mr John Mackintosh in 1940, who 
made his fortune in Gibraltar supplying coal 
to the Royal Navy.  His widow, Mrs Victoria 
Mackintosh, then began to implement all 
bequests and works that were to be carried out 
as stipulated in John Mackintosh’s Will.  This 
included the building of three homes for the 
elderly, a new wing for the hospital and the 
John Mackintosh Hall which houses a library, 
theatre, meeting and conference facilities and 
a girls’ secondary school.

The Main Square of the City of Gibraltar, 
overlooked by the Parliament House and the 
City Hall, is named in honour of Mr Mackintosh.

The John 
Mackintosh 

Educational Trust

John Mackintosh saw the need to foster educational links with the United Kingdom and to 
promote the teaching of the English language and of English history and literature. Education and 
specifically professional qualifications were largely the preserve of the rich; those – who like John 
Mackintosh’s family – could afford to send their children to private schools in England.

Provision was made in the will for bursaries and grants to be given to children whose parents were 
resident in Gibraltar.  Initially, applications were invited to enable parents to educate their children 
at private schools in England.  With the advent of established Government schools in Gibraltar, 
this evolved into supporting further and higher education and the attainment of professional 
qualifications for Gibraltarians.

Victoria Mackintosh awarded educational scholarships from the start of the Trust, but prior to 1959 
no record exists of who or how much each student received.  The John Mackintosh Educational 
Trust was formally set up in 1972, and over the years, a total sum of £1.2 million has been awarded, 
benefiting more than 390 young Gibraltarians.

The John Mackintosh Educational Trust has not only helped individuals but has awarded grants 
to Gibraltar’s Secondary Schools to help fund trips for sixth-formers.  The Royal Shakespeare 
Company was also sponsored by the Trust when it came to Gibraltar in 1998 and contributions to 
sponsoring ‘Shakespeare 4 Kidz’ were made in the three consecutive years to 2010. In 2012 a grant 
of £10,000 was made to the John Mackintosh Hall Library for the purchase of books. In 2015 and 
2016 the Trust has contributed to the Young Shakespeare Company productions for children and 
young people.  

The John Mackintosh Educational Trust continues to provide grants for educational purposes to this 
day and is pleased to sponsor the events for children and young people at the Gibunco Gibraltar 
International Literary Festival 2016 as it has done since its inception in 2014, to ensure that such 
events are free of charge.

Please share your experience on our 
social media platforms

#VisitGibraltar #Giblitfest

SHARE GIBRALTAR 
WITH THE WORLD
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Deliver your business to the worlD 
with the international specialists.
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The Gibunco Group of companies is very pleased to continue to support the Gibraltar 
Literary Festival 2017.

The Gibunco Group has over 50 years’ experience in the diverse marine industry. From 
our roots as a ship hull and propeller cleaning service in Gibraltar – to today’s major 
player in ship bunkering and underwater ship maintenance, we have become the most 
prominent private enterprise in Gibraltar, and one of the leading companies in the 
western Mediterranean. 

Gibunco Group, firmly based in Gibraltar, encompasses SCAMP Fuel Conservation 
Worldwide Network (providing worldwide underwater engineering and hull cleaning), 
Gibunco Ship Agency owning/operating a fleet of dedicated harbour crafts and work-
boats. The Group is also effectively involved in fuel supplies at sea and inland and also 
provides property development ashore. 

Scamp Underwater Worldwide Network provides hull cleaning, propeller polishing, 
underwater repairs and inspections/surveys from over 280 locations worldwide, managed 
from a single coordination centre in Gibraltar. The Scamp global network allows flexibility 
and can mobilise an expert team anywhere in minimum time to meet customer demands. 

Gibunco Ship Agency, one of the largest ship agency in Gibraltar is also active in the 
ports of Ceuta, Algeciras and the Canary Islands, delivering high quality, efficient and cost 
effective services to the shipping industry, targeted at saving time and money. Bringing 
together unrivalled professional expertise and a customer focused approach, Gibunco 
Ship Agency works to meet your agency needs and ensure your ships are better prepared 
for the journey ahead. Our reputation for exceptional customer service makes us the 
natural choice for ship operators worldwide operating in the Strait of Gibraltar and the 
Canary Islands. 

Having built solid foundations for over 50 years, Gibunco Group’s long term expertise, 
innovative solutions and enviable global networks will ensure the Group remains at the 
forefront of its industry for many years to come

Proud sponsors of the

Gibraltar International 
Literary Festival

Extracts from Moby-Dick, Herman Melville
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Luxury Office Space in Gibraltar

Europort is the largest and leading office address in 
Gibraltar. It is conveniently situated within ten minutes 
working distance of the town centre with numerous 
amenities on its doorstep.

The versatility of the design is reflected in the office space 
available, from small office suites to entire floors offering 
tremendous flexibility for fitting out to individual 
requirements.

The Europort Office Complex was built in 1990.
It is a magnificent commercial complex of modern 
design which dominates the Gibraltar waterfront 
looking onto the harbour and the bay area offering 
an ideal working environment.

+350 20076579

www.europort-gibraltar.com

info@europort-gibraltar.com
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This event will take place from 09.30 - 17.30 

The course
Whether you’re a beginner in creative writing or a 
more advanced writer looking for new ideas and 
inspiration, this one-day event may be exactly what 
you need. Designed by two professional writers with 
long experience of teaching at university level, the 
programme will address the writer’s art and craft in 
ways both practical and thought-provoking, involving 
both writing and the discussion of writing. The 
programme’s focus will be broad, making it useful to 
writers of poetry, fiction or creative non-fiction.

The sessions
9.30 - 11.00: Session 1.Why do we write?/ Working with memory
11.00 - 11.30: Coffee
11.30 - 1.00: Session 2. Working with the imagination
1.00 - 2.00: Lunch
2.00 - 3.30: Session 3: Voice and vision
3.30 - 4.00: Tea
4.00 - 5.30: Session 4: Inspiration and plain hard work/ Drawing it all together

Session 1. Why do we write?/ Working with memory
There are many reasons for writing. We shall briefly discuss these before breaking into two separate groups for a 
session on the role of memory in our writing.

Session 2. Working with the imagination
Building on the work carried out in the first session, we shall go on to discuss and (hopefully) experience the 
operation of the creative imagination.

Session 3: Voice and vision
We shall address matters relating to dialogue, as well as the question of narrative voice, whether in poetry, fiction 
or creative non-fiction: how do we find the voice or voices appropriate to our vision?

Session 4: Inspiration and plain hard work/ Drawing it all together
We shall discuss the sources of our writing and look at practical means of helping ourselves to get the writing 
done, before the two groups come together for a brief final discussion.

ONLY CONNECT: A ONE-DAY 
WRITING WORKSHOP.

09.30-17.30 at John Mackintosh Hall / £50

SARAH BURTON & JEM POSTER

In 1482, Abu Abdallah Muhammad XI became the 
twenty-third Muslim King of Granada. He would 
be the last. In this first history of the ruler, known 
as Boabdil, whose disastrous reign and bitter defeat 
brought seven centuries of Moorish Spain to an end, 
Elizabeth Drayson tells an action-packed story of 
intrigue, treachery, courtliness, bravery and tragedy.
  
Basing her vivid account on original documents and 
sources, she traces the origins and development of 
Islamic Spain. She describes the thirteenth-century 
founding of the Nasrid dynasty, the cultured and 
stable society it created, and the feuding which 
threatened it and had all but destroyed it by 1482, 
when Boabdil seized the throne. The new Sultan 
faced betrayals by his family, factions in the Alhambra 
palace, and increasingly powerful onslaughts from 
the forces of Ferdinand and Isabella, monarchs of the 
newly united kingdoms of Castile and Aragon.
 
By stratagem, diplomacy and courage Boabdil 
prolonged his reign for ten years, but he never had 
much chance of survival. In 1492 Ferdinand and 
Isabella, magnificently attired in Moorish costume, 
entered Granada and took possession of the city. 
Boabdil went into exile. The Christian reconquest of 
Spain, that has reverberated so powerfully down the 
centuries, was complete. 

THE MOOR’S LAST STAND: HOW SEVEN 
CENTURIES OF MUSLIM RULE IN SPAIN 
CAME TO AN END
10.00 at The Garrison Library / £12 / £8

DR ELIZABETH DRAYSON

Kate Adie talks to us about her life and career and 
how she’s written five books, about her work, about 
women and war, and about some key social issues.

She became a familiar figure through her work as 
BBC Chief News Correspondent. She is considered 
to be among the most reliable reporters, as well as 
one of the first British women, sending des-patches 
from danger zones around the world. Kate is also the 
long-serving presenter of Radio 4’s From Our Own 
Correspondent and a presenter or contributor to 
many other radio and television programmes. 

As a television news correspondent, Kate’s memorable 
assignments include both Gulf Wars, four years of war 
in the Balkans, the final NATO intervention in Kosovo 
and elections in 2000; the Herald of Free Enterprise 
disaster at Zeebrugge, the massacre at Dunblane, the 
Selby rail crash, the SAS lifting of the Iran Embassy 
Siege in London, the Bologna railway station bombing 
and the Tiananmen Square protest in Beijing in 1989. 

AN AUDIENCE WITH KATE ADIE
10.00 at The Convent / £12  / £8

KATE ADIE

18 20
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17
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GIBRALTAR

LITERARY FESTIVAL
INTERNATIONAL

TH
E

Gibunco Gibraltar International Literary Festival
November

Calentita Food Festival
June

Gibraltar Tradewise Chess Open
January - February

Gibraltar Backgammon Championship
February

MTV GIbraltar Calling
September

#VISITGIBRALTAR

GIBRALTAR TOURIST BOARD 
e:information@tourism.gov.gi

t:+350 200 45000

REQUEST A BROCHURE
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The Spain-UK relation has become increasingly 
significant in terms of trade, direct investment, 
tourism, fisheries and the number of Britons living in 
Spain, by far the largest group of British expats in any 
European country.

Consequently, Spain has good reasons for wanting 
the best possible Brexit deal, but without allowing the 
UK to be better off outside the EU than inside it. A 
‘hard’ Brexit could be particularly damaging for Spain. 
Could the nation whose Armada threatened

England in 1588 and was defeated become London’s 
ally in the arduous Brexit negotiations?

A potential stumbling block is the age-old problem of 
Gibraltar, the UK overseas territory, ceded to Britain 
under the Treaty of Utrecht in 1713 and long claimed 
by Spain. Gibraltar voted 96% in favour of remaining 
in the EU. 

The UK’s exit from the EU will make the Rock’s border 
with Spain an external and not an internal EU frontier 
and inan extreme situation could be closed. Some 
12,000 people who work in Gibraltar cross the border 
every day from Spain. Madrid offered Gibraltar co-
sovereignty as a way for the Rock to continue to be 
part of the EU, but this was quickly rejected.

Paul will delve into the whys of his book and books 
and the many morals he touches upon. His talk will 
deal with the principle expressed again and again 
in this and every book, that no one has the right to 
tolerate evil. This all couched in an adventure story 
with children as the main protagonists, those same 
youngsters who are being deprived of the richness of 
childhood that the older amongst us enjoyed, by the 
advance and misuse of technology all in the name of 
profit for the multi nationals.

THE BREXIT CHALLENGE FOR SPAIN 
AND GIBRALTAR

THE BOY WHO SAILED TO SPAIN

12.00 at The Garrison Library / £12 / £8

10.00 at John Mackintosh Hall / £12 / £8

WILLIAM CHISLETTPAUL O’GARRA

Lady Carnarvon will be in conversation about 
entertaining at Highclere Castle over the years, 
the subject of her latest book entitled ‘At Home: 
Entertaining at the Real Downton Abbey’. The book 
looks at how the Castle has been at the centre of 
drama, music and laughter, as well as high politics 
through the years. 

The 8th Countess explains the domestic arrangements, 
showcases recipes, and reports the anecdotes and 
letters, which surround the living history of Highclere 
Castle. Each Chapter takes a particularly special visit 
as its jumping off point: in 1866 the political drama 
as the 4th Earl and John A Macdonald negotiated the 
Canadian Constitution which created the Dominion in 
1867, in 1886 as Henry James spent time completing 
two novels, in 1898 when His Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales-later King Edward VII-came for a 
traditional but suitably extravagant shooting (long) 
weekend, and 1936 when Malcolm Sargent was a 
guest, reinforcing a history of association between 
Highclere and the musical word that continues to this 
day. 

Take an epic voyage with timeline storyteller 
Christopher Lloyd on a journey through the history 
of Britain. Using a giant 8m version of the his British 
history timeline, developed in partnership with the 
National Trust as a backdrop, and donning a new 
coat of many pockets, join him on an unforgettable 
ride through 10 key moments in the story on what 
promises to be a unique whistlestop tour. Talk suitable 
for all ages 6 – 106. 

AT HOME: ENTERTAINING AT THE REAL 
DOWNTON ABBEY

FROM STONEHENGE TO BREXIT - THE 
HISTORY OF BRITAIN IN ABOUT 60 
MINUTES!

12.00 at The Convent / £12 / £8

11.00 at John Mackintosh Hall / £12 /£8

LADY CARNARVONCHRISTOPHER LLOYD
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Charles Dickens was a distinctly modern author 
who travelled widely, went on book tours, promoted 
himself and his works through constant marketing, 
and performed tirelessly. His novels enjoyed 
unprecedented success during his lifetime and 
their popularity has never waned. When the word 
“celebrity” was first coined, Dickens was one of the 
first people to whom the word was applied, and that 
level of fame and adulation still remains constant 
almost 150 years after his death. In this talk, the 
author and historian Lucinda Hawksley will explore 
the lives of her great-great-great-grandfather and 
his extensive circle of friends and associates. Dickens 
surrounded himself with writers, artists, actors, 
thinkers, politicians and social reformers. Rather than 
courting people for their fame, Dickens made friends 
with men and women 
who intrigued him and 
whose work he admired. 
In Charles Dickens and his 
Circle, Lucinda Hawksley 
investigates the life of her 
ancestor and the people 
who knew him. 

CHARLES DICKENS AND HIS CIRCLE
14.00 at The Convent / £12 / £8

LUCINDA HAWKSLEY

Christopher Lloyd unveils his latest book, inspired by 
four visits to the Gibunco Gibraltar Literary Festival, 
which features a giant timeline with more than 100 
moments in the amazing history of the Rock from 
the neanderthals to Brexit. Which objects will come 
out of his pockets this time? What him connect our 
everyday world with aeons of history that have taken 
place on this spectacular shard of mediterranean 
limestone. Talk suitable for ages 6-106.

Art historian Dr Janina Ramirez talks about her 
forthcoming BBC Four documentary in which she 
recommends what any art lover should see on a 
visit to Barcelona, Amsterdam or St Petersburg, and 
presents some preview clips.

Ramirez’s tastes vary and she enjoys getting off the 
beaten track to enjoy these famous cities of culture. 
She samples an eclectic mix of culture from ancient 
treasures to contemporary works, from poetry to 
graffiti, design and dance.

Ramirez is a history of art course director at the 
University of Oxford’s Department of Continuing 
Education, author of several books including Julian 
of Norwich, and regularly appears on BBC television 
and radio.

‘Zipp’s Trips’ follows an alien (Zipp) who crashes 
from planet Skipp into the garden of our other main 
character Luna. Luna is a fearless young girl who faces 
discrimination in her everyday life due to her race. 
Zipp follows her around in school while trying to find 
parts to fix his ship and is shocked by the inequality 
Luna faces.

Join us on 18th of November for a fun and interactive 
reading of our book.

THE STORY OF GIBRALTAR FROM EARLIEST 
TIMES TO THE PRESENT-DAYAN ART LOVER’S GUIDE TO 

BARCELONA, AMSTERDAM AND ST 
PETERSBURG

ZIPP’S TRIPS

14.00 at John Mackintosh Hall / £12 / £8

14.00 at The Garrison Library / £12 / £8

12.00 at John Mackintosh Hall / £12 / £8

CHRISTOPHER LLOYDDR JANINA RAMIREZUNIFY - YOUNG ENTERPRISE
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SATURDAY
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17
SATURDAY
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Maureen sits with us for an in conversation event 
about her career, latest play ‘Lettice and Lovage’ 
interspersed with a few of her monologues.

The Hon Dr Joseph Garcia MP, Deputy Chief Minister 
of Her Majesty’s Government  of Gibraltar will be 
speaking at the Gibunco Gibraltar International 
Literary Festival 2017. Dr Garcia will be talking about 
the 1967 Referendum.

Gibraltar has this year celebrated the 50th anniversary 
of the 1967 referendum. This was the first time that 
the people of Gibraltar were given the choice to 
remain British or to come under Spanish sovereignty.

On 14 June 1967, UK Minister of State at the 
Commonwealth Office Judith Hart told the 
Westminster Parliament that a referendum would be 

held in Gibraltar on 10 September that year. There would be two options on the ballot paper open to the people 
of Gibraltar. The first to pass under Spanish sovereignty in accordance with the terms proposed by the Spanish 
Government to Her Majesty’s Government on 18 May 1966. The second choice was to voluntarily retain the 
link with Britain, with democratic local institutions and with Britain retaining its existing responsibilities.

The referendum took place on 10 September 1967. On a turnout of 95.8%, 12,138 people voted to remain 
British and only 44 voted for Gibraltar to become a part of Spain. This was the first time that the Gibraltarians 
had been given the choice and encouraged to exercise it. They spoke with devastating clarity.

The talk will coincide with the release of a booklet that the Government is publishing on the Referendum and 
all those attending the event will receive a free copy.

AN AUDIENCE WITH 
MAUREEN LIPMAN

GIBRALTAR’S REFERENDUM

16.00 at John Mackintosh Hall / £12 / £8

18.00 at Garrison Library / £12 / £8

MAUREEN LIPMAN THE HON DR JOSEPH GARCIA MP

18 20
17

SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 18 20

17
SATURDAY
NOVEMBER

Join the comedian and novelist Jenny Éclair for a 
conversation about her new collection of short 
stories.

Éclair chats about the ideas, themes and inspirations 
behind these tales and how some of them have 
been broadcast on radio 4 by names such as Imelda 
Staunton and Lesley Manville.

She will also talk about combining work as a stand 
up comic with being a sit down writer and the 
tribulations of getting her fifth novel up and running

Éclair will read passages from the book
(complete with accents and everything) and chat 
about her forthcoming plans 
for a new Grumpy Old Women 
tour in 2018 ( anything to 
avoid that fifth novel)

Feel free to ask her anything 
you like, including where she 
got her shoes from and how it 
feels to be regularly beaten on 
‘Just A Minute’.

‘LISTENING IN’ WITH 
JENNY ÉCLAIR
14.00 at John Mackintosh Hall / £12 / £8

JENNY ÉCLAIR
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12-18 Day Co-educational Catholic Senior School
Tel: 200 62006
Email: mshatwell@priorparkschools.com 
www.priorparkgibraltar.com

Prior Park School
An Education for Life
Proud to support 
Gibraltar International Literary Festival

Join us at our next Open Door day, 
call today to find out more

The Prior Park Foundation is a family of three high-achieving, co-educational Christian 
Catholic schools, with Prior Park School being the latest addition to the family. Our 
ethos is to encourage our pupils to become confident, capable, compassionate and 
independent-minded young people. 

The original school and former home of Ralph Allen, is a beautiful Mansion set in a large 
estate overlooking the World Heritage City of Bath. It has since spread across various 
sites and now has a student body of 600 and is regarded as one of the most successful 
Independent Catholic boarding and day schools in the UK. 

In the past few years, the decision was made to expand the school overseas and after a 
very successful collaboration between many parties, a huge amount of hard work and 
sensitive renovation of the former Sacred Heart School, Prior Park School opened its 
doors to students in Gibraltar in September 2016. The new school operates on a beautiful 
campus in the Old Town, high above the noise of the city, and offers day schooling for 
years 8 to 11, with Sixth Form provision beginning in September 2018.

Prior Park School has a clear vision that enables every student to share in the life of the 
group of schools and to feel empowered to develop their talents in many different ways. 
We want our students to be rooted in the Christian Values of consideration, compassion, 
kindness, service, contribution to others and an openness to God on which they can build 
their lives and which will be their inspiration in good times and comfort in bad. 

Registration for September 2018 is now open and we would urge any parent considering 
Prior Park School for their son or daughter to register as soon as possible. We welcome 
visits from prospective parents and students to come to the school and find out what we 
offer...’An Education for Life’.
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Gibraltar Business Heritage: 
MH Bland Group of Companies
Established in Gibraltar as a Port Agency by Liverpudlian Marcus Henry Bland in 1810, 
MH Bland & Co Ltd has an unrivalled history and tradition in Gibraltar and beyond.  
Today, this heritage is firmly upheld alongside a vision of the future as the company’s 
spheres of activity grow. In recent years, the company has seen a dynamic expansion of 
its interests in the marine and tourism sectors.  No other company in the region offers 
our extensive portfolio of in-house expertise and services.  MH Bland prides itself on its 
extended family values and seeks to maintain its presence at the forefront of the markets 
within which it operates. 

Marine Division
The Port Agency is strategically located in Gibraltar, Spain, Canary Islands and Morocco 
to service our clients whenever, wherever and whatever their needs; One Network – One 
Solution. 

MH Bland Marine Services are stevedores and operators of service vessels in the port 
of Gibraltar, harnessing a wide range of assets under one control center to deliver a 
coordinated and timely service.  These assets include;
• a bonded warehouse
• stevedores
• a fleet of harbour craft, workboats and lube-oil barges
• a range of cranes and forklifts. 

Tourism Division
Calypso Tours operates a fleet of buses in Gibraltar and specialises in creating and 
delivering an imaginative portfolio of tours in Gibraltar, Spain, Morocco, Jamaica and 
Cuba.The Cable Car is owned and operated by MH Bland and is a unique tourist attraction 
in Gibraltar including the spectacular restaurant and private function venue: the Mons 
Calpe Suite located within the Top Station. 

MH Bland Travel Services is an IATA bonded travel agency which provides expert service 
and advice while specialising in business travel, cruise holidays and luxury travel.

“Experience has taught us that our strength lies in our unity,” says MH Bland Chairman, 
Johnnie Gaggero.  “Unity as a family company, unity within the diverse but complimentary 
parts of the business and unity developed with our customers over many years of 
partnership.  We value our reputation built over many years of commitment to service to 
our clients.  We are a service provider and we aim to excel at what we do by combining 
our knowledge, expertise and experience in every area of business”.
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ISOLAS LLP was established in 1892, making it the longest established firm in Gibraltar. 
Celebrating 125 years since its establishment, ISOLAS is today proud to be considered 
one of the leading law firms in Gibraltar. ISOLAS is consistently ranked as one of the 
leaders in the market by all the major international directories, and is ranked as a leading 
law firm by Chambers & Partners in 2017. ISOLAS is proud of its reputation for combining 
expert legal advice with commercial pragmatism and we are valued by our clients and 
partners for being practical and confident in the advice we give, a natural consequence of 
the close, partner-led relationship with the client we work to achieve.

It is our focus on our interaction with the client that, we believe, forms the basis of 
our success in establishing long-term relationships with a significant proportion of our 
client base. The commerciality of the advice that we provide, close attention to cost 
considerations, our professional network in Gibraltar and beyond, as well as our dedication
to leveraging information technology solutions for the benefit of the client, make for 
a compelling package of advantages over our competition in the local marketplace. 
ISOLAS, celebrating 125 years, trusted since 1892.

For all that life may bring, whether good
or bad, we’re on the same page.

For further information contact: info@isolas.gi
ISOLAS LLP Portland House Glacis Road PO Box 204 Gibraltar. Tel: +350 2000 1892

Celebrating 125 years of ISOLAS
Trusted since 1892

Property • Family • Corporate & Commercial • Taxation  
Litigation • Trusts • Wills & Probate • Shipping • Private 
Client • Wealth management • Sports law & management

Whatever’s on the horizon,
ISOLAS have it covered.

www.gibraltarlawyers.com
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The Saccone & Speed (Gibraltar) Group of Companies can trace its roots to 1839, when
James Speed started trading in Gibraltar as a wine merchant. Nearly a decade later,
by 1850,  Jerome Saccone had also established his own wines and spirits business. They
competed with each other for the remainder of the century, and by 1908 the two rivals
merged and incorporated in England as Jerome Saccone & James Speed & Co. Limited.
They also incorporated Saccone & Speed Limited in Gibraltar in 1949.

The business has evolved over the last 177 years and over its existence, Saccone & Speed 
became a major supplier of the Royal Navy in various ports across the Mediterranean and 
the world as well as suppling the Diplomatic Corps in various countries, a role it played 
until the
1970s.

In 1962 Saccone & Speed was acquired by Courage Limited and was a member of British 
Plc’s until 1987, when Saccone & Speed (Gibraltar) Limited came home.

The Group has a diversified business platform and the core business is Saccone & Speed 
(Gibraltar) Limited which continues to supply wines, spirits, beverages and tobacco to 
shops, bars, restaurants and other businesses in Gibraltar.

Another member of the Group, Charles Gaggero and Company Limited is the second 
oldest franchised bottler for The Coca Cola Company in the world (outside the USA) and 
has been a continuous bottler since 1949.

The Group also distributes frozen, ambient and chilled food as well as over the counter 
medication and home and personal care products, under the name Abrines.

The Group also diversified into the Iberian Peninsula by establishing Casemates Iberia 
S.A., in 2006.

The Groups origins have always been in retail and in 2015 The Cellar, a dedicated wine 
shop was established in Irish Town, the same street where Jerome Saccone had started 
his business 176 years earlier.
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Back in 1971 in South London, two brothers, Bruno and Sergio Costa, had a dream – 
to bring their passion for irresistible coffee to the capital. What started as a wholesale 
business, roasting over 40 different coffee blends in Newport Street, London, soon 
became more. In 1978, the brothers decided that they’d like to share their passion with 
the people of London, inviting them to become part of the Costa family. So the first 
ever Costa Coffee shop was born on Vauxhall Bridge Road, right in the heart of London. 
This meant customers could enjoy the brothers’ irresistible coffee in a warm and inviting 
place, whilst experiencing the genuine community spirit that surrounds coffee culture. 
And so the Costa magic began.

Our irresistible coffee is now served in over 3,000 Costa stores right across the globe. It’s 
more than a great coffee, it’s a feeling and an experience. We understand that and it’s 
what makes us different. It’s the combination of elements – authentic crafted tastes, the 
convenience, the community spirit and the friendly service – that leaves our customers 
smiling. We focus our passion and expertise on each area to ensure we always deliver the 
best coffee shop experience for each of our customers. Irresistible handcrafted coffee, 
passionate expert baristas and our warm welcome within arms reach of desire – we aim 
to make your coffee moment the best it can be.

Costa Coffee arrived in Gibraltar in 2015 by Sandpiper Holdings Limited to bring the 
country the best handcrafted coffee directly from England.

The first store, in Casemates Square, has become a meeting place for residents and tourists 
every day. The experience was completed with the opening of Costa Coffee on Main 
Street and WTC and continues its growth thanks to the confidence of the Gibraltarians.

Costa Coffee Casemates
2, Casemates Square.

Costa Coffee Main Street
256, Main Street.

World Trade Centre Building , Bayside Road

Costa Coffee WTC WTC
.
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World-renowned explorer Colonel John Blashford-
Snell talks about his life and career in conversation.
The then Captain Blashford-Snell was selected in 
1968 to lead a 60-strong expedition down the Blue 
Nile at the invitation of Emperor Haile Selassie. The 
success of that expedition led Blashford-Snell to 
organise and lead more than 100 expeditions across 
the world, including the first vehicle crossing of the 
complete Darien Gap in 1971/2 and navigating 
almost all the 2,700 miles of the great Zaire (now 
Congo) River in 1974/5. 

His innovative method of tackling white water in an 
inflatable boat has become a sport, and he has been 
instrumental in the founding of many organisations 
including the Scientific Exploration Society and 
Operation Raleigh.

Blashford-Snell is author of an 
autobiography, Something Lost 
behind the Ranges, and many 
other books including In the 
Steps of Stanley and A Taste 
for Adventure.

Without writers actors would have nothing to say, 
but what does a screenwriter actually do? Sharing 
the personal experiences of a career spanning two 
decades, screenwriter Gaby Chiappe talks about what 
it really means to write for film and television. Using 
clips and examples she explores what goes into the 
making of screen drama and addresses key questions 
- what’s the difference between plot and story? 
What makes good dialogue? How do you deal with 
deadlines? What’s the worst line you’ve ever written? 
(spoiler alert - It’s a stinker).

For people interested in knowing more about how 
screen drama is put together, as well as for those 
interested in screenwriting themselves.

Dr Ahmed Boukhobza is an academic, politician and 
author. He holds a PhD on the political and social 
attitudes towards Al’ Andaluz during medieval times 
and was a professor of History and Geography 
between 1983 and 2014. Dr Boukhobza has research 
interests in the history of Islamic culture in the 
West and is also working on the history of Morocco 
in ancient times. Dr Boukhobza is a Member of the 
League of Parliamentarians for Al-Quds and since 
2003 has been an elected member of the municipal 
council of Tetouan.

Amongst Dr. Boukhobza’s publications are: The 
attitudes of Andalusian scholars to political 
imperatives of the 11th century (2016); together 
with his colleagues in Tetouan he has published; The 
general result of the Parliamentarians Mohammed 
Idaomar and Ahmed Boukhobza between 2011 and 
2016 (2016). Forthcoming in 2017 is his book The 
attitudes of Andalusian scholars in the 11th century.

A LIFE IN EXPLORATION WRITING FOR FILM AND TELEVISION HISTORICAL AND LITERARY RELATIONS 
BETWEEN MOROCCO AND GIBRALTAR IN 
MEDIEVAL TIMES

10.00 at The Convent / £12 / £8 10.00 at John Mackintosh Hall / £12 / £8

14.00 at The Garrison Library / £12 / £8

COL JOHN BLASHFORD SNELL GABY CHIAPPE AHMED BOUKHOBZA

Science writer and broadcaster Dr Adam Rutherford 
explains how we all carry the history of the human 
race – births, deaths, disease, war, famine, migration 
and sex – in our genes like an epic poem.

Rutherford argues that our genes tell us a lot less 
than we are led to believe about us as individuals, 
but more about us as a species. He explains what our 
genes tell us about history and what history tells us 
about our genes – providing a portrait of who we are 
and how we came to be.

Rutherford studied genetics at University College 
London and was part of a team that identified the 
genetic cause of a form of childhood blindness. He has 
written and presented award-
winning series and programmes 
for the BBC including BBC 
Radio 4’s weekly Inside Science, 
BBC Four’s The Cell, and Playing 
God on creation and synthetic 
biology for Horizon. His first 
book, Creation, was shortlisted 
for the Wellcome Trust Prize.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF EVERYONE WHO 
EVER LIVED: THE STORIES OF OUR GENES
10.00 at The Garrison Library / £12 / £8

DR ADAM RUTHERFORD



80 81
GIBUNCO GIBRALTAR INTERNATIONAL LITERARY FESTIVAL GIBUNCO GIBRALTAR INTERNATIONAL LITERARY FESTIVAL

Entertainer Nicholas Parsons brings some guests, 
including actress and comedian Maureen Lipman, 
Tony Hawks, Felix Francis and Jenny Eclair for a special 
festival version of the long-running BBC Radio 4 show 
Just a Minute.

Panel members are challenged to speak for one minute 
without repetition or deviation on any subject that 
comes up. Be prepared for the sort of entertainment 
that has kept the BBC show going for more than 900 
episodes over the last 60 years.

Parsons first came to the fore in the late 50s in a 
comedy partnership with Arthur Haynes.  Alongside 
Just a Minute, he is well known for presenting Sale of 
the Century and for his chat show at the Edinburgh 
Fringe, which has run for 13 years. He has presented 
Just a Minute for the last 50 years without a break. His 
West End roles include Stephen Sondheim’s Into the 
Woods and The Rocky Horror Show.

19 20
17

SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 19 20

17
SUNDAY
NOVEMBER

JUST A MINUTE

ROBERT DAWS FELIX FRANCIS TONY HAWKS MAUREEN LIPMAN

12.00 at John Mackintosh Hall / £12 / £8

NICHOLAS PARSONS & GUESTS

Take an epic voyage with timeline storyteller 
Christopher Lloyd on a journey through the history 
of Britain. Using a giant 8m version of the his British 
history timeline, developed in partnership with the 
National Trust as a backdrop, and donning a new 
coat of many pockets, join him on an unforgettable 
ride through 10 key moments in the story on what 
promises to be a unique whistlestop tour. Talk 
suitable for all ages 6 – 106. 

FROM STONEHENGE TO BREXIT - THE 
HISTORY OF BRITAIN IN ABOUT 60 
MINUTES!
11.00 at John Mackintosh Hall / £12 / £8

CHRISTOPHER LLOYD
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The Sunday Times foreign editor Peter Conradi argues 
that the West has made a powerful new enemy in 
Russia because it has consistently failed to understand 
the country and its motives.

Conradi says that Russia emerged battered and 
humiliated from the collapse of the Soviet Union in 
the 1990s, and there are striking parallels with post-
World-War-I Weimar Germany. Now a new Russia has 
emerged with an upgraded arsenal of weapons and a 
determination to assert its interests in places such as 
Chechnya, Georgia and Ukraine. Meanwhile, NATO is 
undertaking large-scale manoeuvres and stockpiling 
weapons close to the Russian border.

Conradi witnessed the collapse of the Soviet Union 
first-hand as a foreign correspondent in Moscow. He 
is also author ofHitler’s Piano Player and co-author of 
The King’s Speech, which inspired the Oscar-winning 
film.

WHO LOST RUSSIA? HOW THE WORLD 
ENTERED A NEW COLD WAR
16.00 at The Garrison Library / £12 / £8

PETER CONRADI

Christopher Lloyd unveils his latest book, inspired by 
four visits to the Gibunco Gibraltar Literary Festival, 
which features a giant timeline with more than 100 
moments in the amazing history of the Rock from 
the neanderthals to Brexit. Which objects will come 
out of his pockets this time? What him connect our 
everyday world with aeons of history that have taken 
place on this spectacular shard of mediterranean 
limestone. Talk suitable for ages 6-106.

THE STORY OF GIBRALTAR FROM EARLIEST 
TIMES TO THE PRESENT-DAY
14.00 at John Mackintosh Hall / £12 / £8

CHRISTOPHER LLOYD

Over six hundred years ago a woman known as Julian 
of Norwich wrote what is now regarded as one of 
the greatest works of literature in English. Based on a 
sequence of mystical visions she received in 1373, her 
book is called Revelations of Divine Love.

Julian lived through an age of political and religious 
turmoil, as well as through the misery of the Black 
Death, and her writing engages with timeless 
questions about life, love and the meaning of 
suffering. But who was Julian of Norwich? And what 
can she teach us today?

Medievalist and TV historian Janina Ramirez invites 
you to join her in exploring Julian’s remarkable life 
and times, offering insights into how and why her 
writing has survived, and what we can learn from this 
fourteenth-century mystic whose work lay hidden in 
the shadows of her male contemporaries for far too 
long.
 
Dr Ramirez will discuss Julian of Norwich – with BBC 
Four Clips of her award-winning documentary 

JULIAN OF NORWICH: A VERY 
BRIEF HISTORY
14.00 at The Garrison Library / £12 / £8

DR JANINA RAMIREZ

Violinist Min Kym talks about her musical life that 
began as a child prodigy and was devastatingly 
interrupted when her rare 1696 Stradivarius was 
stolen from a railway station café. She performs some 
of the works that have played a key part in her story.
Kym was born in Korea and raised in the UK. At 7, 
she was the youngest ever pupil at the Purcell School 
of Music and at 16 the youngest ever foundation 
scholar at the Royal College of Music. At 21, she found 
the perfect violin for her build and temperament, a 
1696 Stradivarius. 

Her career took off, she recorded a Brahms concerto 
and a world tour was planned. Then, in 2010, the 
violin was stolen. Kym explains the intense loss and 
betrayal she felt and the bond a musician has with 
her instrument. She tells of the devastating impact 
the theft had on her music and how she eventually 
recovered and found meaning again. The talk will be 
interspersed with performances by Kym of Brahms, 
Paganini, Massanet, Gluck, Bach and Fauré.

Here she talks to BBC news presenter and journalist 
Gwenan Edwards, whose credits include the BBC 
Proms, Wales at Six on ITV, and Newsroom South 
East and Watchdog on BBC1.
This event lasts 90 minutes

GONE: A GIRL, A VIOLIN, A LIFE UNSTRUNG 
–  WITH PERFORMANCE
14.00 at The Convent / £12 / £8

MIN KYM & IAN BROWN
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The history of Britain, presented as you’ve never seen 
it before, through twenty-one women whose lives 
enthral and beguile, intrigue and inspire.

‘Ideal to press into the hands of young women 
studying politics and history.’ Independent

Boadicea battled the Romans. Nancy Astor fought 
in Parliament. Emmeline Pankhurst campaigned for 
female suffrage. Elizabeth Garrett Anderson became 
a pioneering physician in a man’s profession. Mary 
Quant revolutionised the fashion industry.

Britain has traditionally been defined by its conflicts, 
its conquests, its men and its monarchs. It’s high time that it was defined by its women. In this unique history, 
Jenni Murray tells the stories of twenty-one women who refused to succumb to the established laws of society, 
whose lives embodied hope and change. Famous queens, forgotten visionaries, great artists and trailblazing 
politicians – all pushed back boundaries and revolutionised our world. In Murray’s hands their stories are 
enthralling and beguiling; they have the power to inspire us once again

A HISTORY OF BRITAIN IN 21 WOMEN
16.00 at John Mackintosh Hall / £12 / £8

DAME JENNI MURRAY
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FESTIVAL CLOSING DINNER

Join all the celebrated speakers and performers at this year’s literary festival on the 
Rock, for the splendid closing dinner prepared by the chef of the Sunborn Gibraltar.

The price of this event includes reception, three-course meal, wines and coffee.

FESTIVAL CLOSING DINNER AT THE SUNBORN GIBRALTAR
19.30 at The Sunborn Gibraltar / £130

19 20
17

SUNDAY
NOVEMBER
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Balancing study and life – a sustainable approach

EY understands the need to promote the value of balancing work and life. Each year 
the Gibraltar office has taken part in Sustainability Week, an EY project that is globally 
recognised for highlighting the importance of living sustainably as individuals and as 
businesses. 

During each annual week, the EY Gibraltar team organise a range of activities and 
initiatives focusing on the year’s theme. This has included fresh fruit being delivered each 
day for staff to encourage awareness of the importance of healthy eating habits and a 
competition for the most kilometres tracked by a staff member during Sustainability 
Week. Using Smartphones, with a version of a “Health” app installed, participants were 
able to automatically track their steps by day or by week. Staff were encouraged to walk 
to work, take a walk on their lunch break, hit the gym or go for a run. 

Whilst business has become increasingly adept at bringing a focus of sustainability onto 
staff it might be claimed that it has not always managed the same emphasis with school 
children, the future of all firms. Over the years it has been running, the Gibunco Gibraltar 
International Literary Festival has succeeded in supporting schools to bring learning out 
of the classroom and into homes and the wider environs of Gibraltar and EY has been 
keen to support this. 

This has included a gift to all pre-school children in 2014 of the book Happy Hooves, 
Ta Dah! by Gibraltar resident, Anna Bogie and the EY Author’s Trail last year. This year 
they are launching a new initiative that seeks to symbolise the vital link between the 
classroom, the written word and the need for a sustainable approach to learning. The 
focus this year will be on year three students so keep an eye on the media for more 
details.
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GBC has been informing and entertaining local audiences for nearly sixty years.  It’s 
Gibraltar’s national broadcaster providing television, radio and online services focusing 
primarily on community affairs and entertainment.

Radio Gibraltar began broadcasting in 1958. As the Rock’s local radio station, it makes 
sure to be the community’s voice and heartbeat, with presenter-led shows throughout 
the day playing latest hits and classic songs interlaced with news and conversation, 
as well as offering a selection of specialist shows.  It consistently ranks as Gibraltar’s 
favourite radio station.

GBC Television has been on the air for 55 years, providing a schedule of local productions 
including news, current affairs, sport, magazine, natural history, documentary, music 
and reality, as well as live coverage of major local events.  The channel also includes 
international programming, such as movies, drama, comedy and celebrity-driven shows.  
GBC TV has consolidated its firm position as the local broadcaster amidst hundreds of 
foreign channels and VOD services available nowadays.

GBC Online provides news and live & on demand audio and video programming via 
the Corporation’s website, gbc.gi, and the Radio Gibraltar and GBC News apps, while 
reaching thousands of viewers and listeners via its social media platforms on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram.

GBC’s team of dedicated broadcasters are committed to providing the best possible 
television and radio programming possible, while remaining proud of its association with 
the Gibraltar Literary Festival by being its official Television and Radio Media Partner.
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The magazine for community 
&  business in Gibraltar

leisure

scene

life

business

info@thegibraltarmagazine.com
(+350) 200 77748                   
Portland House, 
Glacis Road, PO BOX 1114
 facebook.com/gibmag                                                            

 twitter.com/gibmag

 www.thegibraltarmagazine.com

The Gibraltar Magazine is the premier lifestyle publication with the highest circulation 
and best quality content and design on the Rock. Each month, our 100 pages are packed 
with gripping features from a cross-section of the Gibraltarian community in business, 
culture and leisure.

With an extremely effective distribution network and our own branded stands for increased 
visibility and ease of access, copies are distributed to the arrivals and departures areas in 
the airport and ferry terminals; the frontier; the ICC; Atlantic Suites; the Rock Hotel; every 
room at the Caleta and Elliott Hotels; restaurants; bars; businesses and Casemates Square 
as well as London and Brussels.

Our primary target audiences are local home owners, aspirational business people, who 
focus on current affairs, family life, health, entertainment, travel, fashion etc. We have 
pledged to support the wealth of local talent on the Rock, constantly promoting young 
artists, musicians, authors and entrepreneurs and presenting what’s on on the Rock, 
ensuring the content is always Gibraltar relevant. In the business section, we focus on 
finance, property and gaming industries.

Embracing the latest technology and updating our website daily, we’re able to provide 
increased and up to the minute information. And with further website enhancements 
planned, there will soon be new features on www.thegibraltarmagazine.com. Not 
forgetting social media, our followers on Facebook and Twitter number in the thousands.
The magazine has been operating for 22 years, which speaks volumes for itself in terms of 
loyal readership and confidence of advertisers as well as our forward-thinking team who 
strive to take a fresh direction each month.

The Gibraltar Magazine is extremely proud to sponsor the fifth edition of Gibraltar 
International Literary Festival as we firmly believe literature is a keystone in Gibraltarian 
culture and we are unceasingly committed to support the festival’s initiative in bringing 
top quality writers from around the world.
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Launched in 1992 by brothers Charles and John Bosano, Insight is now Gibraltar’s longest 
established magazine (and the 3rd longest running publication on the Rock after the two 
daily papers), with over 24 years experience, and a well recognised brand name, both in 
print and online. The very first edition was published in June 1992 and our main feature 
was an exclusive interview that John did with legendary guitarist Carlos Santana. Carlos 
was in Gibraltar to perform in concert with his band at the Victoria Stadium, this being 
the highlight of a series of sporting, cultural and entertainment events that were held in 
Gibraltar under the banner of Rock ‘92.

The technology used in the publishing and marketing profession has changed so much 
in almost a quarter of a century that it’s difficult, if not impossible, to explain to the 
younger generation who were either too young to remember or not even born yet in 1992. 
Modern digital and on-line technology now seems like nothing short of miraculous. The 
processing power of modern computers and the sophistication of the software allows for 
almost limitless possibilities.

Insight aims to inform and entertain its readers in Gibraltar and abroad with a diverse 
range of subject matter, such as current affairs, personality profiles, culture, health & 
well-being, travel, social issues, entertainment, heritage, sports and business.
Insight Magazine also appears on our exact digital copy at www.insightgibraltar.com 
where readers and flick through the virtual pages on Insight, plus read back issues on our 
Archives section. 
Insight also has a very popular Facebook page (Gibraltar Insight) and Twitter account 
(inGibSight) which we utilise on a daily basis to promote articles, company profiles and 
adverts that appear on the magazine as well an Instagram (Insightgibraltar) presence.

M E D I A  L I M I T E D
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Sandpiper recently introduced their luxury chocolate franchise to Gibraltar. Hotel 
Chocolat started a British chocolate revolution when it opened its first shop in North 
London in 2004.

The new Hotel Chocolat Gibraltar is located at 154 Main Street which is right in the 
heart of Gibraltar’s main shopping area.

SandpiperCI’s CEO, Tony O’Neill said: “Hotel Chocolat is world-renowned for its delicious 
‘Iconic Slabs’ and mouth-watering liquid Chocolate, so we’re delighted to introduce 
this luxury brand into Mainland Europe. It will be the second franchise brand under our 
umbrella that we’re extending into Europe and follows the success of our Costa Coffee 
outlets which we’ve already opened in Spain and Gibraltar.

“Sandpiper has a reputation as a trusted partner of many UK brands because we share 
the same language, culture and philosophy which puts us in a unique position to leverage 
our extensive brand knowledge to help brands like Hotel Chocolat enter new European 
markets.”

The new Gibraltar store has created several much-needed jobs in the tiny British overseas 
territory.

Founded by Angus Thirlwell and Peter Harris, Hotel Chocolat was established with one 
goal in mind – to make a better type of authentic chocolate available to UK consumers.  
Authentic, wholesome ingredients are the foundations of Hotel Chocolat’s success, and 
its position has been further strengthened by its purchase and restoration of a cocoa 
plantation in St Lucia. Hotel Chocolat supports the St Lucian cocoa growers through its 
unique ‘Engaged Ethics’ programme and the results of its extensive cocoa research are 
evident in the fine chocolate range which is exclusive to Hotel Chocolat stores.

Hotel Chocolat was recently awarded Emerging Retailer of the Year by the influential 
publication, Retail Week, and has been selected as one of the UK’s prestigious ‘Cool 
Brands’ for four years running.

Visit us:
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NASUWT is the largest teachers’ union in the UK, representing teachers and head 
teachers in all sectors from early years to further education.  NASUWT has a philosophy 
of ‘putting teachers first’ and campaigns to improve teachers’ pay, reduce workload, 
remove bureaucracy, achieve a better work/life balance and tackle pupil indiscipline.  
NASUWT has secured significant improvements in pay and working conditions for 
teachers. Unrivalled legal and professional services are provided by a nationwide network 
of officers.
 
NASUWT is the only teaching union in Gibraltar providing support to over 500 members 
in Gibraltar, protecting their pay and conditions and values the feedback of its members.
The NASUWT is very active in Gibraltar providing regular briefings and events for 
members. The NASUWT GTA has embarked on a social partnership agreement with  
Her Majesty’s Government of Gibraltar, which the NASUWT is confident will result in 
tangible gains for members over the coming years.
 
“Education exists for the benefit of the individual. But public education serves a wider 
social purpose. It exists for the good of all individuals and good of society”
(NASUWT Maintaining World Class Schools Report)

www.nasuwt.org.uk

Campaigning for

solidarity, equality, fairness and justice

The NASUWT sends its warmest 
greetings to everyone at the

Gibraltar Literary Festival

NASUWT
The Teachers’ Union

‘Education exists for the benefit of the individual. 
But public education serves a wider social purpose. It exists for

the good of all individuals and the good of society.’
(NASUWT Maintaining World Class Schools Report)
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Gibunco Gibraltar International Literary Festival
16th-19th November 2017

The Gibraltar Philatelic Bureau is proud to support 
the Gibunco International Literary Festival 2017

Limited edition commemorative cover (1,000 issued worldwide)

www.gibraltar-stamps.com

Gibunco Gibraltar International Literary Festival
16th-19th November 2017

Limited Edition Commemorative First Day Cover of 1,000
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GPBL Literary Festival advert 2017.pdf   1   13/10/2017   12:44

On the 1st January 1886 the Government of Gibraltar assumed control of its Postal 
Services. As an interim measure, Bermuda stamp plates were overprinted with ‘Gibraltar’ 
using different colours. These were replaced by Gibraltar’s own design in December of 
that same year.

Gibraltar’s stamps were used with peseta values from 1889 to 1898 since trade was 
carried out in this currency. Stamp designs were rather stereotyped until 1931 when, 
at the Governor’s request, Captain Garrood, Gibraltar’s Crown Surveyor and Engineer, 
produced the first pictorial Definitive.

The first commemorative issue was released in 1935. The release of such issues were 
confined up to 1966 to Crown Agents ‘Omnibus’ issues and marked events of international 
interest. Since 1966 subjects of a predominantly local flavour have been chosen though 
international events are also featured.

Gibraltar Stamps have therefore been issued during five different reigns:

Queen Victoria 1886-1901
King Edward VII 1901-1910
King George V 1910-1936
King George VI 1936-1952
Queen Elizabeth II 1953-present

All the stamps issued during those reigns may be viewed on www.gibraltar-stamps.com 

Today Gibraltar continues to adopt a conservative stamp issuing policy thus maintaining 
its high reputation amongst the philatelic fraternity. Gibraltar stamps are highly collected 
worldwide and the Gibraltar Philatelic Bureau proudly despatched its stamps to collectors 
in over 60 countries worldwide from their offices.
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Capurro, history with a clear vision for the future.
 
Established in 1876, long before the first mass production motor car was invented, 
Arturo Maria Capurro, (the company founder) began the business by supplying coal to 
steam-powered ships from Gibraltar, shortly after the business expanded to shipping 
and insurance provision; an associate company Capurro Insurance & Investments, is still 
going strong in the insurance sector, with over a century of experience offering a wide 
range of Insurance products, from motor, to marine and commercial insurance. 
 
It was not until the early 1920s when the company began its first motoring activity 
by becoming Importers for the Ford Motor Company – a business which pioneered the 
mobility in Gibraltar and vehicle exports from Gibraltar - supplying Ford T Models to an 
undeveloped Spain & neighboring markets. By the mid-1930s, the company began its 
long-term relationship with the predecessors of the then motor giants Austin Morris, 
which later became Austin Rover, Land Rover etc... During the Second World War, it was 
very active supplying Austin Morris vehicles to UK & US bases in North Africa and Spain, 
through its sales offices in Rota. 
 
Shortly after the end of WWII, A.M. Capurro became Importers for Land Rover in 1948: 
the very same year Land Rover, synonymous for its 4x4 capability, gave birth to the iconic 
Land Rover Defender at the Amsterdam Motor show. 

Gedime Motors Limited our sister company represent Mercedes-Benz since 1951.  We 
are also official dealers of Mitsubishi Motors with their own dedicated personnel and 
premises.
 
AMC Credit is our finance company, established to provide our customers with flexible 
and competitive vehicle finance, as well as personal and commercial loans. 
 
Already a key player in Gibraltar, at AMC-TFS we offer Jaguar Land Rover vehicles to 
Tourist, Tax-Free and Diplomatic customers in Europe and further afield.
 
Capurro is not standing still by any means, we are investing in a completely new and 
market leading Jaguar Land Rover facility; a radical renovation that will see our familiar 
marble façade converted into a state of the art Jaguar Land Rover home for our loyal and 
future customers.
 
With a team of over 100 colleagues, The Capurro Group has been humbly committed to 
serving you, our customers and friends for many years; we look forward to looking after 
you for many more!
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SMSeruya Ltd is Gibraltar’s leading luxury retailer. 

A family business that was established in the 1850s with its origins in the import of 
leaf tabacco from Cuba.The business has evolved over the years in pursuit of luxury and 
excellence of customer service.

SMSeruya now prides itself in bringing to Gibraltar the lastest offer of international 
premium and exclusive brands in perfumes and cosmetics.  SMSeruya makes a continous 
investment  in training its staff and in keeping its stores to the highest standards.
It is always our aim is to give all our customers, local and visitors the best shopping 
experience.

beauty 
WISHES COME TRUE

M A K E  Y O U R 

A T  S M  S E R U Y A

M A I N  S T R E E T  G I B R A LTA R ,
T E L :  ( + 3 5 0 )  2 0 0 7 8 8 0 6  /  2 0 0 4 4 0 2 6
E M A I L :  smseruya@smseruya.com
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1.      The Garrison Library & Festival Bookshop
2.      John Mackintosh Hall
3.      The Convent 
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FESTIVAL VENUES

1.      The Garrison Library & Festival Bookshop
2.      John Mackintosh Hall
3.      The Convent 
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