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The Convent Dining Hall

HRH The Princess Royal, Royal Patron 
of the Gibunco Gibraltar International 

Literary Festival 2016

Photo by Jeremy Makinson
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The Garrison Library
Lower Reading Room

On behalf of Her Majesty’s Government of Gibraltar 
I would like to extend to all of you a warm welcome 
to the 2016 edition of the Gibunco Gibraltar 
International Literary Festival.  In just four years the 
festival has established itself as a major event in the 
literary calendar of the English-speaking world, so 
much so that this year we have the privilege of Her 
Royal Highness Princess Anne’s Royal Patronage.

I am grateful to the organisers who have worked hard 
to assemble an impressive programme of speakers 
from a range of fields: academia, media, sport and 
entertainment all feature. I am delighted that ten 
of the most popular speakers from previous editions 
have agreed to return this year. This is testament to 
the quality of the Gibraltar Literary Festival and to 
Gibraltar as a unique destination, and I look forward 
to their new and exciting insights.

I am also proud of the further extension to our schools 
programme and am enthused by the popularity of the 
Festival’s special talks and events amongst school-
aged children. I am particularly enthused by the way 
we are spreading the wings of the festival amongst 
young people and demonstrating that good reading 
is not the preserve just of our older citizens, but 
also an area which can excite children, adolescents 
and young adults too. That is why we are wanting to 
move away from stereotypes in the promotion of the 
Festival and why we believe that we need to be proud 
to reach out beyond those who might have seen 
themselves as the preserve of literal understanding.

Gibraltar can also look forward to around 40 public 
events, including cooking demonstrations and book 
sales. The unique diversity of our Literary Festival, 
mirrored in the unique amalgam of Gibraltarian 
culture and history, is at the heart of its continuous 
success.

This year we are particularly pleased to welcome 
Admiral Lord West of Spithead and the former 
Liberal Democrat leader Lord Paddy Ashdown, two 
heavyweights of Britain’s military and political 
establishment, whose contributions will surely prove 
fascinating.  

The Hon Fabian Picardo QC MP
Chief Minister

The Festival is a team effort of which Gibraltar can 
be justifiably proud. Special mention must be made 
of the sponsors who make everything possible and 
particularly our title sponsor, the Gibunco Group of 
Companies, whose exceptional generosity over these 
four years has allowed the festival to grow from 
strength to strength with each successive edition.
With warmest best wishes, as always,

The Hon Fabian Picardo QC MP
Chief Minister
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and Gabriel Moreno; without forgetting our great 
internationally acclaimed artist Christian Hook who 
we are privileged to count among the constellation of 
extraordinary creative minds sharing their talent and 
artistic vision with us. 

Finally, in thanking the festival’s sponsors, I wish 
to particularly single out our principal sponsor, the 
Gibunco Group of Companies, for their unstinting 
support and investment in this important community 
event.  I would also like to express my gratitude to all 
sponsors, both those that have been committed to 
this event in the past, as well as new ones who wish 
to be associated with it, to all, my sincere thanks. 
This event, which is delivered flawlessly, involves 
many months of hard work behind the scenes.  I must 
thank everyone involved in producing such a high 
quality festival. 

Thank you all for joining us in this wonderful 
celebration of culture and the arts. 

The Hon Samantha Sacramento MP
Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services

The Gibunco Gibraltar International Literary Festival 
has now become firmly established as a highlight 
of the Rock’s cultural calendar. What started as an 
innovative festival has been nurtured over the past 
four years and has now matured into an exciting 
festival that has grown to become one of the leading 
events of its kind in the English speaking world.  Such 
is its prestige that we are truly honoured that Her 
Royal Highness The Princess Royal has bestowed 
Royal Patronage upon our festival.

The Literary Festival has become a flagship of our 
very successful events-led tourism strategy, where 
we set out to organise major international events 
with quality participants that are of interest to 
the local community and at the same time attract 
visitors to our shores. It is a matter of providing 
quality entertainment and by so doing, promote 
Gibraltar as a leading tourist and cultural destination, 
thus opening up new segments of the market for the 
Rock’s overall economic benefit.

This year, the programme is one which combines 
strong academic subjects, cultural and artistic events, 
together with lighter more popular themes. Literature 
enthusiasts will enjoy the conference by Oxford 
academic Edwin Williamson on the life of the great 
Spanish writer Miguel de Cervantes and his canonical 
work Don Quixote de la Mancha, which laid the 
foundations of modern fiction. Philosophy will also 
feature prominently and we will be taken on a trip to 
Ancient Greece by Dr Bettany Hughes to rediscover 
the teachings of Socrates, his impact on the classical 
world and enduring influence on modern life.

Scientist Kathleen Taylor will be providing some 
fascinating facts about the workings of the brain, 
and the research into neurodegenerative diseases like 
Alzheimer’s and Dementia which have become such a 
critical issue for advanced industrialised nations. 

Those interested in politics will be well served with 
the presence of two titans of British modern politics, 
Paddy Ashdown and Dr David Owen who have now 
turned their hand at historical writing, giving us 
gripping insights of different aspects of the Second 
World War. It also gives me great pleasure to highlight 
the important local participation by Gibraltarian 
poets and authors Carmen Gomez, David Bentata 

The Hon Samantha Sacramento MP
Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services
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The Garrison Library
Upper Reading Room

GIBUNCO
GIBRALTAR INTERNATIONAL

LITERARY FESTIVALI would like to extend 
the warmest welcome 
to you all on behalf 
of the organising 
teams, our helpers and 
sponsors, without whom 
this wonderful cultural 
initiative would not be 
possible.

The Gibunco Gibraltar 
International Literary 
Festival is four years 
old today. Its tender age 
belies the experience 

we have accumulated, the achievements that have been 
accomplished, and the solid reputation it has garnered 
in this period, as one of the most outstanding literary 
festivals in the English speaking world. 

We are delighted at the strong field of authors, writers 
television personalities, academics and well known media 
figures that we have been able to attract for 2016. 

This year we have an extraordinary programme of 
events lined up for our audience. It is a truly exciting and 
well balanced line-up of speakers, with something for 
everyone, catering for every taste.

The programme of events has been pitched at the right 
measure of entertainment and erudition, combining the 
moments of light-relief and profound reflection. We 
have no doubt that it will be another resounding overall 
success that the audiences both residents and visitors will 
appreciate and draw inspiration from.

This year is a special edition. As you all know we are 
honoured to count with the Royal Patronage of Her 
Royal Highness, The Princess Royal. This is a momentous 
milestone in the short history of the festival, and one 
which makes us immensely proud. 

Each year we endeavour to bring to you some of the 
finest minds in the media and literary circuits of the 
United Kingdom and beyond, and we look forward to 
another wonderful four days packed with scholarship, 
knowledge and enjoyment.

We are very grateful once again to Sally Dunsmore and 
Tony Byrne, our special advisors, for having worked with 
us to achieve such a wonderful line-up for this year’s 
festival.

Festival Sponsors & Partners

Thursday 20th October

The School Festival

Travelling to Gibraltar

Festival Map

The John Mackintosh Educational Trust

The Festival at a Glance

Friday 21st October
Saturday 22nd October
Sunday 23rd October

The Literary Festival Venues

12

20

37

97

122

63

18

42
66
82

16

Contents

Events Calendar

General Information

Director’s Welcome
Nicholas Guerrero, Festival Director

Cover Image: 
The Garrison Library 
(1832 - Frederick Leeds Edridge). 
Gibraltar Museum
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The Gibunco Group of Companies is indeed honoured 
to support Her Majesty’s Government of Gibraltar in its 
initiative to promote this year’s Gibraltar International 
Literary Festival 2016. 
 
The festival has now become the highlight of our annual 
calendar of events and it is with great pleasure that we 
support this venture for the 4th consecutive year and 
especially honoured on this occasion to receive royal 
patronage from HRH The Princess Royal. 

After having turned 50 years of fantastic achievements, 
it is with great pride and joy that I can say how well we 
have successfully placed our Group as a leader in the 
Western Mediterranean and how we have so humbly 
respected the loyalty and total tireless dedication of 
our staff. It obviously goes without saying the on-going 
support of our much valued customers throughout these 
50 plus years which have made us such a prominent 
and respected group of companies and leaders in the 
international and local markets.

We most sincerely trust that this year’s festival will 
once again provide enjoyment, fulfilment and meet the 
expectations of both the speakers and public in general 
which we warmly and wholeheartedly support and 
encourage.

John J Bassadone
Chairman, The Gibunco Group, Gibraltar
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FESTIVAL SPONSORS
& PARTNERS

Title Sponsor

Sponsor of Opening Dinner

Festival Organiser

Sponsor of the Green Room

Sponsor of the Children’s free events

Gibraltar Tourist Board
HM Government of Gibraltar

#VISITGIBRALTAR

Sponsor of the Festival Programme

Sponsor of the Festival Programme Sponsor of the Schools’ Festival

Festival Newspaper Partner

Sponsor of the Festival Programme

FESTIVAL SPONSORS
& PARTNERS

STRENGTH IN UNITY

Media Partner and Series Sponsor
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FESTIVAL SPONSORS
& PARTNERS

Health, Beauty and Conference Centre

GIBRALTAR
GARRISON
LIBRARY

Sponsor of the Opening Dinner

Sponsor of the Festival Green Room Drinks

Broadcast Media Partner

Official Logistics Partner

Gibraltar Teacher’s Association 

FESTIVAL SPONSORS
& PARTNERS

Gibraltar Philatelic Bureau
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The Garrison Library of Gibraltar was founded by 
Captain (later Colonel) John Drinkwater, author of 
A History of the Late Siege of Gibraltar, published in 
1785 following the Great Siege of Gibraltar between 
1779 and 1783. Having suffered a lack of good 
reading material during the siege, he realised the 
need for a good reading library which he saw as a 
means of saving garrison officers from ‘having their 
minds enervated and vitiated by dissipation’. The 
library how houses 45,000 books, including many 
rare volumes and an excellent local history selection.  
The library hosts several festival venues and the green 
room for authors and speakers.

The John Mackintosh Hall was built and equipped by 
the John Mackintosh Trust and handed over to the 
community of Gibraltar in the 1960s. It provides a 
theatre, meeting and conference facilities, a coffee 
shop and library. John Mackintosh was a Gibraltarian 
born in the latter third of the 19th century into 
the established merchant class. He left part of his 
considerable fortune to the community with detailed 
instructions on how it should be used, including for 
the building of a cultural centre.

In the heart of Gibraltar town and only 1km from 
Gibraltar airport the 4 star Eliott Hotel is the 
perfect choice for your trip to the beautiful Rock of 
Gibraltar. Surrounded by a great selection of shops, 
bars and restaurants, the hotel has 123 bedrooms,  
two restaurants a fitness centre and also features a 
rooftop pool and terrace, offering sublime views over 
the Strait of Gibraltar. The Rooftop Bistro serves fresh 
Mediterranean cuisine complementing the unique 
environment of Gibraltar. The Veranda Bar with tree 
lined terrace offers light snacks and an international 
menu. The hotel also play host to the wonderful 
Thursday live jazz nights.

VENUES

THE GIBRALTAR GARRISON LIBRARY 
(FESTIVAL HQ)

JOHN MACKINTOSH HALL

THE O’CALLAGHAN ELIOTT HOTEL

The Convent was completed in 1531 and was 
originally home to a group of Franciscan friars. It 
has been the official residence of the Governor of 
Gibraltar since 1728. The building was largely rebuilt 
during the 18th and 19th centuries. Festival events 
take place in the ballroom.

The University of Gibraltar opened its doors to 
the community on the 21st September 2015 and 
formally enrolled its first cohort of students on the 
23rd September 2015. The University excited by the 
opportunities this new higher education institution 
will bring to Gibraltar and to the communities it 
serves. The University of Gibraltar is partnering with 
esteemed universities that are recognised globally 
for their academic excellence, ensuring a high quality 
offering for students. The Europa Point campus 
provides a bespoke learning environment at an iconic 
location. Gibraltar’s students will be taught by local 
educators who understand the context and needs, as 
well as by highly experienced academics drawn from 
different universities across the world. The University 
is brokering placements, international exchanges and 
experiences that will prepare graduates for the future 
and provide a competitive edge in the employment 
market. Academic tuition and student support 
systems have been designed to ensure that graduates 
receive awards that meet international standards and 
are tailored to personal ambitions and career paths.

The Sunborn Gibraltar is a five-star superyacht hotel 
berthed at Ocean Village Marina. It has 189 luxury 
guest hotel rooms and suites, a number of bars and 
restaurants, a spa and a fitness room. It provides the 
festival with its largest venue for events.

THE CONVENT

THE UNIVERSITY OF GIBRALTAR

SUNBORN YACHT HOTEL



18 19
GIBUNCO GIBRALTAR INTERNATIONAL LITERARY FESTIVAL GIBUNCO GIBRALTAR INTERNATIONAL LITERARY FESTIVAL

FESTIVAL AT A GLANCE

Thursday 20 October

Friday 21 October

10am
10am
12pm
12pm
2pm
2pm
2pm
4pm
4pm
4pm
7.30pm

Edwin Williamson
Matthias Strohn
William Chislett
Sally Bayley
Giselle Green
Horatio Clare
Boyd Tonkin
Rebecca Abrams
Paul Gambaccini
Paula Byrne
Opening Dinner

Garrison Library
The Convent
Garrison Library
John Mackintosh Hall
John Mackintosh Hall
Garrison Library
The Convent
Garrison Library
The Convent
John Mackintosh Hall
Caleta Hotel

10am
10am
10am
12pm
2pm
2pm
2pm
4pm
4pm
4pm
5.30pm

Antony Worrall Thompson
Lord West
Rebecca Abrams
Just a Minute
Driss Alaoui
John Bentley
Sue MacGregor
Nick Rankin and Maggie Gee
Paula Byrne
Gabriel Moreno
Pam Ayres

The University
The Convent
Garrison Library
The Sunborn Hotel
Garrison Library
John Mackintosh Hall
The Convent
Garrison Library
John Mackintosh Hall
The Convent
The Sunborn Hotel

FESTIVAL AT A GLANCE

Saturday 22 October
10am
10am
10am
10am
10am
10am
12pm
12pm
12pm
1pm
2pm
2pm
2pm
2.30pm
4pm
4pm
4pm
4pm
5.30pm

Tony Hawks
Christopher Lloyd
Kathleen Taylor
Dr Ramesh Pattni
Kathy Wallis
Brian Christian
Justin Bautista
Nicholas Parsons
Christopher Lloyd
Antony Worrall Thompson
Felix Francis
Bettany Hughes
Anna Bogie
Christian Hook
Clive & Geraldine Finlayson
Robert Montagu
Thomas Mogford
Guillem Balague
Guillem Balague

Garrison Library
John Mackintosh Hall
The Sunborn Hotel
John Mackintosh Hall
John Mackintosh Hall
John Mackintosh Hall
Garrison Library
John Mackintosh Hall
John Mackintosh Hall
O’Callaghan Eliott Hotel
Garrison Library
John Mackintosh Hall
John Mackintosh Hall
The Sunborn Hotel
Garrison Library
John Mackintosh Hall
John Mackintosh Hall
The Sunborn Hotel
The Sunborn Hotel

Sunday 23 October
10am
10am
10am
10am
12pm
12pm
12pm
2pm
2pm
3pm
4.30pm
7.30pm

Barbara Rae
Christopher Lloyd
Lord Owen
Finding your centre: Meditation
Richard Dunwoody
David Bentata
Christopher Lloyd
Louis De Bernieres
Carmen Gomez
Lord Ashdown
Maureen Lipman
Closing Dinner

Garrison Library
John Mackintosh Hall
The Convent
Hindu Temple
Garrison Library
John Mackintosh Hall
John Mackintosh Hall
Garrison Library
John Mackintosh Hall
The Convent
John Mackintosh Hall
The Sunborn Hotel

During events photographs will be taken that may be used 
in future publicity for the festival.
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FESTIVAL BOOKSHOP
The Festival Bookshop will open for 6 days, with a wide selection of books 
by festival speakers and related material. The bookshop is provided and 
staffed by Blackwell’s of Oxford with logistical support by DHL.

GIBRALTAR
GARRISON
LIBRARY

Situated across four floors, including the 
vast Norrington Room, are a wide range 
of departments:

• History and Classics
• Literature and Languages
• Philosophy and Theology
• Sciences and Medicine
• Law, Economics and Politics
• Fiction
• Children’s
• Cookery and gardening
• Audio books and DVDs
• Second-hand books
• Rare books

worldwide book supply
Blackwell’s can offer access to 500,000 titles for 
immediate despatch across the globe, whether you 
are buying as an individual customer, a library or a 
company. Please contact us for further details.

Specialist bookseller since 1879

For details of our shops around the UK go to 
Blackwells.co.uk

Blackwells.co.uk

 01865 792 792
 oxford@Blackwells.co.uk
 @blackwelloxford
 Blackwells.co.uk/oxford

                          bookshop
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CERVANTES AND DON QUIXOTE: 
400 YEARS ON

20 20
16

THURSDAY
O CTOBER

Miguel de Cervantes is one of the most famous 
authors in world literature and his iconic status in 
Hispanic letters is equivalent to that of William 
Shakespeare’s in the English-speaking world.  

Edwin Williamson will review Cervantes’s life as a 
soldier, a slave of Muslim pirates in Algiers, and a 
collector of provisions for the Spanish Armada, and 
will talk about the enduring influence of his great 
masterpiece Don Quixote, widely regarded as having 
laid the foundations of modern fiction.

Professor Williamson holds the King Alfonso XIII Chair 
of Spanish Studies at Oxford University. He has written 
widely on the literature of the Spanish-speaking 
world. His publications include The Penguin History of 
Latin America, which was called ‘a small masterpiece 
of lucidity’ by the New York Times, and Borges: A Life, 
the acclaimed biography of the Argentine writer, 
Jorge Luis Borges, the most influential writer in the 
Spanish language since Cervantes. Williamson is 
currently writing ‘The Making of Don Quixote: How 
Cervantes Came to Write 
the First Modern Novel’, a 
critical study of Cervantes’s 
evolution as a writer in 
the context of the Spanish 
culture of his time.

10.00 at The Garrison Library / £12 

EDWIN WILLIAMSON

In 2014 the Royal Gibraltar Regiment celebrated its 
75th anniversary.   In order to mark this milestone 
in the unit´s history, Dr. Matthias Strohn was 
commissioned to write its official history. The book 
will be launched during the Gibraltar Literary Festival. 

The book covers the history of the regiment and its 
preceding formations, a history that shows how a 
locally raised volunteer unit developed into a modern, 
light-role infantry battalion, based in Gibraltar and 
operating all over the world. The changing roles of 
the regiment and the internal developments are 
described and explained within the wider political 
and military context of Gibraltar.

Dr Strohn will present the book and he will talk about 
the Regiment and its contribution to military life in 
Gibraltar and beyond. Using this book as an example, 
he will also talk about wider issues that a historian 
faces when writing military history.

WRITING MILITARY HISTORY: THE 
OFFICIAL HISTORY OF THE ROYAL 
GIBRALTAR REGIMENT
10.00 at The Convent / £12

MATTHIAS STROHN

GIBRALTAR
GARRISON
LIBRARY

Madrid-based writer William Chislett looks at the 
uncertain political, economic and social situation in 
Spain. Two upstart parties, the far-left Podemos and 
the centrist Ciudadanos, ended in December 2015 
the stable two-party system of the conservative 
Popular Party (PP) and the centre-left Socialists that 
alternated in power for more than 30 years. Two, 
perhaps three, elections had to be held to break 
political deadlock and form a new government.

Podemos and Ciudadanos channelled public anger 
at a long succession of corruption scandals, the colonization of state institutions by politicians, the lack of 
transparency and the economic and social impact of the recession. The road ahead is a bumpy one.

The economy is out of a prolonged recession, triggered by the bursting of a massive property bubble, thanks, 
among other things, to buoyant tourism, but the jobless rate is still 20% and the gap between rich and poor has 
widened. The ageing population and high unemployment are eroding the viability of a pensions system that 
needs urgent reform, and after years of austerity the country still has a budget deficit that breaches European 
Union rules.

The government of Catalonia, a dynamic region with more inhabitants than Denmark, remains locked in a 
struggle with the central government to set up its own state and secede from Spain. Defusing the independence 
movement is a complex challenge.

William Chislett has lived in Spain since 1986. He covered the country’s transition to democracy (1975-78) 
for The Times of London. He writes about Spain for the Elcano Royal Institute, Spain’s main think tank whose 
honorary president is King Felipe, which has published four books of his on the country. Oxford University Press 
published in 2013 his book on Spain in their well-known  “What Everyone Needs to Know” series. 
www.williamchislett.com

WILLIAM CHISLETT

WHERE IS SPAIN GOING?
12.00 at The Garrison Library / £12

20 20
16

THURSDAY
O CTOBER
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On the 1st January 1886 the Colonial Government of Gibraltar assumed control of its 
Postal Services. As an interim measure, Bermuda stamps were overprinted with ‘Gibraltar’ 
using different colours. These were replaced by Gibraltar’s own design in December of 
that same year.

Gibraltar’s stamps were used with peseta values from 1889 to 1898 since trade was 
carried out in this currency. Stamp designs were rather stereotyped until 1931 when, 
at the Governor’s request, Captain Garrood, Gibraltar’s Crown Surveyor and Engineer, 
produced the first pictorial Definitive.

The first commemorative issue was in 1935. The releases of such issues were confined 
up to 1966 to Crown Agents and marked events of international interest. Since 1966 
international and local topics of interest have been commemorated.

Today Gibraltar continues to adopt a conservative stamp issuing policy thus maintaining 
its high reputation amongst the philatelic fraternity. Gibraltar postage stamps are an 
important means of communication and have recorded important events, honoured 
worthy individuals, and described interesting facts through this medium. Many historical 
facts, sometimes obscure, can be found on stamps. Stamps have artistic value, as they are 
created by artists and every single stamp should be considered a masterpiece. It’s a fact 
every single Gibraltar stamp issued needs to be approved by the Government of Gibraltar 
and Buckingham Palace prior to being released. 

Gibraltar stamps have commemorated with a philatelic product the Gibraltar International 
Literary Festival since October 2013 when it first took place. 

This year a very limited edition cover of only 1000 worldwide has been released to mark 
the event

The Gibraltar Philatelic Bureau is proud to support 
the Gibunco International Literary Festival 2016

Limited edition commemorative cover (1,000 issued worldwide)

www.gibraltar-stamps.com

The Gibraltar Philatelic Bureau is proud to support 
the Gibunco International Literary Festival 2016

Limited edition commemorative cover (1,000 issued worldwide)

www.gibraltar-stamps.com
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Writer and teacher Sally Bayley will lead an 
interactive lecture on the nature and art of diary 
writing. Working from published and unpublished 
examples of diary manuscripts and literary fragments 
of Virginia Woolf, Sylvia Plath and Emily Dickinson, 
Sally will show how diaries and private memorabilia 
summon and store the unconscious voices of writers 
as they work towards finding a literary voice. 

The session will bring an array of rare literary and 
visual materials into play in an attempt to show 
how photographs, diary manuscripts and letters 
can be curated into a form of critical biography. The 
aim of the session will be to show how submerged 
literary voices can be used to gain critical insight into 
published texts. 

She has written widely on visual responses to 
literature including Eye Rhymes: 
Sylvia Plath’s Art of the Visual, 
and is also author of Home on 
the Horizon: America’s Search for 
Space, from Emily Dickinson to 
Bob Dylan.

20 20
16

THURSDAY
O CTOBER

This event travels by camel, canoe and container ship. 
Having become a travel writer by mistake, Horatio 
Clare recounts tales gleaned from Congo to La Linea 
and the great oceans. Voyages and journeys shaped 
the earliest human societies. Today, in the form of 
cargo shipping and migration, they determine the 
fate of millions, raising questions about identity, 
nationality, consumption of global resources and 
human empathy.

THE GIBRALTAR CHRONICLE LECTURE: 
CROSSING THE LINES
14.00 at The Garrison Library / £12

HORATIO CLARE

THE PRIVATE LIFE OF THE DIARY
12.00 at The John Mackintosh Hall / £12

SALLY BAYLEY

20 20
16

THURSDAY
O CTOBER

Introduction by The Hon Fabian Picardo QC MP, 

Chief Minister.

For all its diminutive size, Gibraltar has left a big 
footprint on literature. From the Spanish and North 
African chroniclers of the Middle Ages through to the 
chart-topping thrillers of today, the strategic location 
of the Rock and its rich mix of peoples has attracted 
authors of many kinds. In this lecture, journalist and 
writer Boyd Tonkin will look at the dramatic and often 
surprising role that Gibraltar plays in fiction, poetry 
and history. From William Thackeray and Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge to Mark Twain and Anthony Burgess, many 
renowned writers have found inspiration on the Rock. 
Others, notably James Joyce, never visited but still 
imagined it as a place of mystery and enchantment. 
More recently, the Rock has had a key part in best-
selling novels from writers such as John Le Carre and 

Stieg Larsson. Far from being an isolated outpost, literary Gibraltar is a hub where many histories, peoples and 
cultures meet. Come along to discover why this small territory has had such a 
grand story to tell.

Boyd Tonkin, formerly Literary Editor and Senior Writer of The Independent, 
was Chair of the Judges of the 2016 Man Booker International Prize. He now 
writes for The Observer, the Financial Times and The Spectator, and broadcasts 
for BBC Radio.

WRITERS IN THE SHADOW OF THE ROCK?
THE GIBRALTAR LECTURE
14.00 at The Convent / £12

BOYD TONKIN

 The Hon Fabian Picardo QC MP, 

Chief Minister.
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215 years of history...
The Gibraltar Chronicle has been at the heart the community for over 215 years. Today, considered a 
long-standing institution, it remains a close observer of the Rock’s political and community events, 
documenting the life of Gibraltar and its people. It is an independent, non-partisan newspaper that 
publishes balanced, accurate reporting alongside informed, responsible opinion.

The Chronicle began life as a military owned, military minded news sheet for the serving officers 
of the Garrison. Some 215 years ago, in the early months of 1801, five regiments of Foot from the 
Gibraltar Garrison were hurriedly shipped to Egypt to face the threat of Napoleon, First Consul 
of France. They left behind their womenfolk and children. Official casualty lists and news were 
slow and scanty at the time, although all the news received was posted on a notice board in the 
Gibraltar Garrison Library. So much interest was created it was decided to make the information 
available to the public.

On May 4th 1801, a bulletin headed “Continuation of the Intelligence from Egypt” was printed at 
the Garrison Library Press with four pages, the first three both in English and French. The fourth 
gave the names and regiments of officers who had fallen since they had landed in Egypt.
A second edition was printed on 8th of May 1801 after which it was published weekly every Friday 
and was first published as the Gibraltar Chronicle on the 15th of May. 
Production over the years, as its pages doubled and tripled, has never been interrupted. It has had 
a continuous run since its inception.

Famed for its scoop on the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805, the news of the battle reached London over 
a week after local publication. 

As recently as the 1990s, the newspaper was still owned by a trust composed of serving officers of 
the Gibraltar Garrison Library. 

For over two centuries, the Chronicle’s reporters have covered many major stories. 
They are too numerous to list but include the mystery of the Mary Celeste; the sinking of the 
Utopia; John Lennon and Yoko Ono’s wedding; the closure and re-opening of the frontier; the 
IRA shooting; the HMS Tireless saga; Gibraltar winning Miss World; Gibraltar’s UEFA and FIFA 
membership; and the EU referendum.

Today, facing the challenges of the social media age, the Chronicle’s small but dedicated staff 
continues to deliver the news in keeping with the core values that have defined this newspaper for 
over two centuries.
 Its print edition - backed online with a digital version too - is published six days a week, but major 
breaking stories are covered online 24/7.

G
ib

raltar ChronicleThe Independent Daily - f rst Published 1801

Follow us on        and        @GibChronicle 
or visit www. chronicle.gi

Contact us on: news@chronicle.gi  - 
features@chronicle.gi - advertising@chronicle.gi

At the heart of the community



30 31
GIBUNCO GIBRALTAR INTERNATIONAL LITERARY FESTIVAL GIBUNCO GIBRALTAR INTERNATIONAL LITERARY FESTIVAL

20 20
16

THURSDAY
O CTOBER

In the increasingly complex worlds in which we live 
and work, the need for clear, compelling stories is 
greater than ever. For women in business, effective 
stories are especially vital in creating purpose and 
focus for you, your teams, and your clients. But how 
do you know if your stories are having the effect you 
want? How can you be true to your own story while 
crafting stories for professional purposes?

Novelist, journalist and business coach, Rebecca 
Abrams explains how understanding the architecture 
of story telling is essential for professional women, 
and explores ways of harnessing strong storytelling to 
the service of authentic and effective business. Find 
out in this lecture if your leadership story needs a 
tweak, a second draft, or a radical rewrite.

FINDING YOUR STORY: THE ART OF 
NARRATIVE FOR WOMEN IN BUSINESS
16.00 at The Garrison Library / £12

REBECCA ABRAMS

Award-winning novelist Giselle Green introduces 
her latest novel, Dear Dad. The story follows the 
lives of three lonely and heart-wounded strangers; 
agoraphobic war reporter Nate, reluctant teacher 
Jenna and the sad but determined, 9-year-old orphan 
Adam. Bullied at school, and burdened with the sole 
care of his ageing nan, Adam’s letters to Nate - the 
man he mistakenly believes to be his father - are what 
starts the process. Nate is struck by the child’s plight, 
but his decision to get involved will force him to 
confront not only his agoraphobia, but the real reasons 
behind his reluctance to ever become anyone’s father. 
He’ll also discover what it truly means to be a ‘dad’ 
in the modern world. As Nate and Jenna are drawn 
together in a bid to help desperate Adam, they fall 
for each other … but along the way, a big lie has been 
told. It’s a lie that 
could scupper every 
chance each of them 
has for happiness.

DEAR DAD
14.00 at John Mackintosh Hall / £12

GISELLE GREEN
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PAUL GAMBACCINI

Paul Gambaccini is familiar to Gibraltarians for 
his years of broadcasts on BFBS and the BBC.  He 
currently presents PICK OF THE POPS on Radio 2 and 
COUNTERPOINT on Radio 4.  

At this event, he will be discussing his book LOVE, 
PAUL GAMBACCINI, which concerns his year on 
police bail during the recent celebrity witch hunt.

The book examines the full, unflinching story of 
the witch-hunt Gambaccini endured during those 
twelve horrific months as part of Operation Yewtree. 
Drawing strength from family and friends, he vowed 
to keep a journal during his ordeal, writing every day 
until his case was dismissed. The result is not only 
a searing account of how it felt to have the full 
weight of the state brought to bear on him; it is also 
an urgent, rallying call to arms to all those who care 
about the quest for justice.

LOVE, PAUL GAMBACCINI
16.00 at The Convent / £12

Last year Paula set up a charity called Relit

A charitable organisation dedicated to the 
complimentary treatment of stress, anxiety and 
mental health issues through mindful reading and 
in particular poetry. Paula launched her charity with 
a book called Stressed Unstressed - an anthology of 
poetry.  

During this session Paula will be discussing how 
the greater understanding and treatment of mental 
health problems in society is currently a burning 
issue.

STRESSED UNSTRESSED
16.00 at John Mackintosh Hall / Free

PAULA BYRNE



32 33
GIBUNCO GIBRALTAR INTERNATIONAL LITERARY FESTIVAL GIBUNCO GIBRALTAR INTERNATIONAL LITERARY FESTIVAL

20 20
16

THURSDAY
O CTOBER

FESTIVAL OPENING DINNER

Join all the celebrated speakers and performers at this year’s literary festival on the 
Rock, for the splendid opening dinner prepared by the chef of the Caleta Hotel.

The price of this event includes reception, three-course meal, wines and coffee.

FESTIVAL OPENING DINNER AT THE CALETA HOTEL
19.30 at The Caleta Hotel / £130

Health, Beauty and Conference Centre
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National Day & Week Celebrations

Gibraltar city of fun. Return to Gibraltar for more events. 
Please refer to our website for full details of these events.

201
Gibraltar's Leading

Hotel

201 5
Gibraltar's Leading

Spa

caletagibraltarhotel            

@caletahotelgbz
  

the other side of gibraltar
•	 Winner of Gibraltar’s Leading Hotel 

Award since 2009

•	 Gibraltar’s AA highest graded hotel - 
81% merit score

•	 Nunos contemporary Italian restaurant -  
2 Rosette AA Culinary Award since 2006

•	 Bay View Lounge & Bistro offering 
international cuisine with views across 
the Med

•	 Stylish rock & sea view rooms and suites 
and self catering apartments

•	 Health & Beauty Club - voted 
Gibraltar’s Leading Spa Award 2015

•	 Excellent conference & banqueting 
facilities - voted Gibraltar’s Leading 
Conference Centre Award 2016

•	 Friendly staff and unsurpassed service

T: (+350) 200 76501    
E: reservations@caletahotel.gi     
www.caletahotel.com
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Welcome to the third Schools’ Literary Festival. Once 
again, the programme contains something for all! 
The principal aim behind the Schools’ Festival is  to 
foster a love of reading in our young. The festival also 
provides a space for  authors  to  engage  directly 
with children and their teachers: truly a wonderful 
opportunity!  Once again, the festival serves as a very 
welcome, value-added adjunct to the curriculum and  
takes ‘education’ out of the classroom!
 
I take this opportunity to also thank the Kusuma Trust 
for their purchase of  multiple copies of the festival 
books for our schools.

Enjoy and have a wonderful time!

Nick Rankin

Maggie Gee

Guillem Ballague

Maureen Lipman Christopher LLoyd

Horatio Clare Driss Alaoui

Richard Dunwoody

Dr Joey Britto
Director of Education

SCHOOLS’ FESTIVAL
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The Kusuma Trust was founded in 2007 by Dr Soma Pujari and her husband Anurag 
Dikshit to organise the family’s charitable giving, whilst promoting excellence in the 
field of education and bringing about positive change for young people, and society as 
a whole.

The trust places importance on continuous evaluation of its activities and so far has 
funded numerous worthwhile causes on the Rock, amongst which are well known projects 
such as The Commonwealth Park, Europa Point,  Excellence Scholarships, professional 
development, educational programs such as Science Week, Enigma display, Coding at 
schools and non-profit sector support in the form of charity training, and coaching.

It is supported by a group of advisors who have helped us every step of the way by 
asking the right questions, and we continually work with the community to invest in 
philanthropic projects which enhance life in Gibraltar.

For further information on Kusuma Trust Gibraltar, please visit our website: www.
kusumatrust.gi

Kusuma Trust Gibraltar is a registered charity in Gibraltar [Registration Number: 196] and 
is as such subject to the control of the Gibraltar Charities Commission. Our objective is 
that activities chosen here will support the community and reflect local requirements.

Promoting Excellence...

The Kusuma Trust Gibraltar are delighted to once again be a sponsor of this year’s 
Gibraltar Literary Festival and the Kusuma Lecture. The trust continues to encourage 
and support excellence in Gibraltar, whether this be in education, broader community 
projects or the philanthropic and charitable organisations. 

Recent donations have included the, Childline Trestle Visit, Gibraltar World Music 
Festival, Milan Art exhibition, support of the Gibraltar Youth Service activities and 
courses in computer coding skills to both students and teachers locally. The trust also 
organises the British Science Museum and the Cambridge Maths Teams to visit schools 
in Gibraltar to encourage students in these disciplines with interactive shows and 
workshops.

...working with the Gibraltar community

www.kusumatrust.gi



40 41
GIBUNCO GIBRALTAR INTERNATIONAL LITERARY FESTIVAL GIBUNCO GIBRALTAR INTERNATIONAL LITERARY FESTIVAL

The University of Gibraltar opened its doors to the community on the 21st September 
2015. The University stands at the crossroads between Europe and Africa and the Atlantic 
and the Mediterranean. It is uniquely situated to take advantage of its unique geopolitical 
location to provide world-class academic tuition within a Mediterranean setting and 
climate.

Our Europa Point campus is based in two iconic military buildings dating back to the 19th 
century. The Bombhouse with its spectacular vaulted ceiling was a stone and brick fort 
designed to protect the area of Europa from an amphibious landing. The later Defensible 
Barracks were designed as accommodation for the soldiers who would man the fort 
and surrounding defences. A purpose-built modern atrium connects the two structures, 
creating a synergy between old and new forms. This symbolic meeting of cultures is also 
reflected in the close proximity to the campus of both a mosque and a catholic church.

The University offers a diversity of taught, research and professional programmes in 
the areas of law, finance, business, hospitality, tourism, Mediterranean studies, marine 
sciences, health and sports. Starting with a blank canvas has allowed us to create a 
University that can respond to global issues as well as priorities of relevance to our 
locality. Our research makes a meaningful international contribution to Gibraltar, the 
Mediterranean and beyond. We are not held back by outmoded traditions or bureaucratic 
structures and thus we are able to respond quickly to new opportunities.  This freedom 
enables us to convene cutting-edge thinking, attract talent and trigger innovation, which 
inject dynamism and vitality into our society

We look forward to welcoming you 
to our new Europa Point Campus!

• Degree programmes in business management banking finance 
accounting and adult nursing;

• Professional Courses (CPD);

• Post-Graduate Diplomas in banking and finance;

• Professional Certificates in Gibraltar Law and Gibraltar Tax;

• PhD Research Degrees in a variety of areas, including sciences 
and humanities;

• Flexible learning through both part-time and full-time offerings:

• A bespoke campus at a unique location;

• Future programmes will include Joint Masters in Marine 
Science. 

We offer:

Come and see what we have to offer by visiting

www.unigib.edu.gi

The University of Gibraltar 
is a new higher education 
institution which opened 
its doors in September 
2015. We are committed to 
addressing current global 
and local societal needs, as 
well as to shaping personal 
and professional futures. 
We provide quality 
education, training, and 
cutting-edge research.

University of Gibraltar

@Uni_Gib

Top University courses in an amazing location.

DISCOVER
YOUR POTENTIAL,
THEN EXCEED IT.
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Thompson trained as a chef before opening his 
own restaurants. He became a household name 
after regular appearances on BBC2’s Food and Drink 
and on Ready Steady Cook. He went on to present 
Saturday Kitchen. He has written 32 books including 
Antony Makes it Easy, Barbecues & Grillingand Real 
Family Food.  Today, Thompson is most likely to be 
found at one of his two restaurants, The Greyhound 
in Oxfordshire and Kew Grill in London.  He says he 
is passionate about the everyday use of everyday 
ingredients.

Antony will be discussing his career and life in and 
out of the kitchen.

Work with Rebecca exclusively, following her 
Thursday event. 

Novelist, journalist and business coach, Rebecca 
Abrams explains how understanding the architecture 
of storytelling is essential for professional women, 
and explores ways of harnessing strong storytelling 
to the service of authentic and effective business. 

A DISCUSSION WITH ANTONY

FOLLOW-UP WORKSHOP
FINDING YOUR STORY: THE ART OF 
NARRATIVE FOR WOMEN IN BUSINESS

10.00 at The University / £12

10.00 at The Garrison Library / £12

ANTONY WORRALL 
THOMPSON

REBECCA ABRAMS
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Lord West will set the scene with the Grand Strategic 
position in Europe and the significance of the maritime 
theatre. Then run through the 1805 maritime campaign 
and the chase of the French Fleet by Nelson leading 
up to the great sea battle of Trafalgar which ultimately 
led to the defeat of Napoleon and establishment of the 
Pax Britannica. Gibraltar’s strategic importance will be 
highlighted in the course of the talk.

Born 1948, Admiral Lord West joined the Navy in 1965. 
He spent the majority of his naval career at sea, serving 
in fourteen different ships and commanding three of 
them. He is a graduate of the Royal Naval Staff Course, 
the Higher Command and Staff Course and The Royal 
College of Defence Studies. In 1980 he took command 
of the frigate HMS ARDENT taking her south to the 
Falkland Islands in 1982 where she was sunk in their 

successful recapture. He was subsequently awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for his part in the action and 
led the Victory Parade through the City of London.

He became First Sea Lord in September 2002 and the First and Principal Aide-de-Camp to HM The Queen. He 
inspired and organized the Trafalgar Bicentennial  Year and led the Navy during its crucial and successful role in 
the initial invasion of Iraq. He retired as First Sea Lord on 7 February 2006 becoming Chairman of the QinetiQ 
Defence Advisory Board. He advised both Conservatives and Labour on defence and foreign policy before, in July 
2007, being asked by Gordon Brown to join the Government as one of the GOATs (Government of All The Talents) 
responsible for national security and counter-terrorism as well as cyber and Olympic security.

He left government in May 2010 and is currently chairman or strategic advisor to a number of  companies, a 
motivational speaker, Chancellor of Southampton Solent University, Knight President of the Knights of the Round 
Table, media programme maker, philanthropist, plus a number of other appointments. He is much sought after 
to advise on strategic risk.

Lord West was made a Knight Commander of the Order of The Bath in 2000, 
Knight Grand Cross in 2004, Baron in 2007 and a Privy Counselor in 2010.

PANORAMA SERIES: NELSON, THE 
TRAFALGAR CAMPAIGN AND KEY 
SIGNIFICANCE OF GIBRALTAR
10.00 at The Convent / £12

LORD WEST
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Panorama is a daily newspaper. It was founded in December 1975 by journalist Joe Garcia who has 
edited it since then.  It was first published as a weekly, becoming a daily in 2002. There must be few 
daily papers in the world in magazine size! It was the first Gibraltar newspaper to establish an 
online edition, that was in 1997.

The first edition in 1975, published a month after General Franco’s death in Spain, reported on 
references about Gibraltar by the then Spanish King. The present king has made references recently 
about Gibraltar at the United Nations. Nothing has changed in over 40 years!

Says Wikipedia: “Joe Garcia was the first Gibraltarian journalist to receive an award in The Queen’s 
Honours List for his services to journalism in Gibraltar and overseas. He has written extensively 
about |Gibraltar in publications abroad, such as the London Financial Times (for 25 years) and 
Spain’s leading daily El Pais (for 10 years).”

 As general publishers, the company has some 20 titles to its credit, ranging from glossy magazines, 
including an airline onflight magazine, to the Gibraltar Who’s Who.

Gibraltar’s first Director of Education Dr H.W. Howes wrote a book called ‘The Gibraltarian’ which 
traced the origin and development of the people of Gibraltar. In a preface he noted: “In view of the
historical significance and strategic value of Gibraltar, it is somewhat surprising that there has 
never been a systematic study of the origin and development of its population.” That was in 1951, 
and the book was of limited circulation. We acquired its copyright in 1982 and published two 
subsequent editions.

 While Dr Howes’ valuable work was mainly of a statistical nature in seeking to establish the ethnic 
roots of the Gibraltar population since it became British, in 1994 we went on to publish ‘Gibraltar: 
The making of a people’ by Dr Joseph J. Garcia, the first in-depth history of the political and 
constitutional development of Gibraltar and its people.

Two editions have been published.

Gibraltar’s compact daily newspaper

Publishing Partner
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The O’Callaghan Eliott Hotel is situated in the Old Town of Gibraltar and has 123 guest rooms. This 
year, we are proud to mark our own piece of history celebrating 20 successful years of serving the 
local and international communities. 

Named after General George Augustus Eliott, Governor of Gibraltar from 1777-90 and hero of 
the Great Siege of Gibraltar, The Eliott is the most centrally located hotel in Gibraltar looks out 
onto Governor’s Parade only a stone’s throw from the tax free shopping district in Main Street 
and a short stroll from the business centres and main government offices. It boasts generously 
proportioned rooms and Junior Suites. The two largest suites - The Victoria and The Trafalgar - offer 
additional possibilities for business meetings and/or private dining for up to 15 persons.
Business visitors and vacationing families enjoy all hotel facilities, such as free Wi-Fi, a beautiful 
rooftop pool, a gymnasium, an in house hairdressing salon and a pool and darts room.

As you would expect in any Irish owned and run hotel, the entertainment programme is at the heart 
of the daily life of both the guests of the hotel and local residents too. The Veranda Bar with its tree 
lined terrace offers light snacks and an international menu plays host to the wonderful Thursday 
live jazz nights and chill out sessions on Saturdays. The entertainment programme is supplemented 
by regular big band, opera and the increasingly popular tribute and comedy nights. Check out our 
website www.eliotthotel.com for regular entertainment schedule updates. The Rooftop Restaurant 
provides a fusion of international and Mediterranean cuisines with a backdrop of some of the most 
sublime views over the Strait of Gibraltar.

The unique laws in Gibraltar regarding marriages attracts many couples to The Rock and The 
O’Callaghan Eliott Hotel carries a government licence to carry out wedding ceremonies.

Flexibility and choice is a core value of the Eliott hotel our team can create a package especially for 
you, taking any stress out of organizing venues, food and entertainment. We want to ensure that 
you, the happy couple have more time to take in the stunning views from our rooftop terrace and 
enjoy your special day with family and friends

A wedding on the Rock of Gibraltar is a wedding like no other. Follow in the footsteps of many 
other high profile couples who chose to have their wedding here and make you’re special day truly 
magical. However you picture your big day be it in the historic Gibraltar Botanic Gardens or the 
Garrison Library the O’Callaghan Eliott Hotel can help make your dream a reality.

We are delighted to facilitate any requests and look forward to seeing you soon for business or 
pleasure.
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Presenter Nicholas Parsons brings together a stellar panel with Felix Francis, Maureen Lipman, Tony Hawks and 
Pam Ayres. 

Panel members are challenged to speak for one minute without repetition or deviation on any subject that 
comes up. Be prepared for the sort of dazzling entertainment that has kept the BBC show going for more than 
900 episodes over the last 60 years. 

Parsons first came to the fore in the late 50s in a comedy partnership with Arthur Haynes. Alongside Just a 
Minute, he is well known for presenting Sale of a Century and for his chat show at the Edinburgh Fringe, which 
has run for 13 years. 

Francis is a best-selling thriller writer, who co-authored novels with his father Dick Francis and has now 
successfully taken on the family writing trade.  
Maureen Lipman is a successful actress well known for her television and film roles, who has also published 
several best-selling books which have been featured in the festival.

Tony Hawks is a TV and radio comedian and best-selling author. He is the author of the best-seller Round 
Ireland with a Fridge - the story of his absurd quest to hitch round the circumference of Ireland within a 
month... with a fridge.

Pam Ayres has been a writer, broadcaster, and entertainer for over 40 years. Her latest book is her new collection 
of poems, “You Made Me Late Again!”, published in hardback in September 2013 by Ebury Press, and paperback 
in 2015.

JUST A MINUTE LIVE
12.00 at The Sunborn / £12

JUST A MINUTE!
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John said of his event “How I arrived at writing my 
debut novel The Royal Secret and the story of its 
principal character nowadays little known to the 
public, but still the subject of scholarly debate as 
to who he really was or said to be. An Elizabethan 
genius whose reputation had been ruined by his 
detractors both in his own time and since, which my 
account refutes. My presentation will discuss little 
known secrets of his extraordinary life and how his 
knowledge provides the link between the distant past 
and the world we live in today, as he was a writer, 
philosopher, prince, scientist and statesman at the 
time of the European Renaissance and its transition 
in human thought and action.

My account in The Royal Secret is told as a mystery 
thriller through the eyes of a modern day older 
woman whose life is in danger by questioning her 
personal Holy Grail. Consequently the subject matter 
covers topical present day events and politics and its 
origins in the Freemasons and Templars, with aspects 
of religion and rebellion, espionage and eugenics, 
philosophy and politics from the past to the present 
day.”

THE ROYAL SECRET
14.00 at John Mackintosh Hall / £12

JOHN BENTLEY

In our tormented times where violence and rigid 
claims for identity prevail, tolerance and mutual 
understanding between people from different faiths 
and cultural backgrounds can only be built with 
patience and engagement. « Come To My Home », a 
concept launched (see internet site : cometomyhome.
ma)under the auspices of « La Fondation des Cultures 
du Monde », a Moroccan NGO, few years ago, is 
devoted precisely to this aim through  « creative 
cultural dialogue ». 

“Poetry and Music for Peace and Love” is The concert 
which will be given during the 2016 Gibraltar Literary 
Festival by four artists from Morocco with ten poems 
in a mix of English, Arabic, French, Spanish, Italian 
representing many different cultures : Imru Al Kaïs 
(Stop O my friends), Rumi (Look at Love), Kabir (Do 
not go to the Garden of Flowers), Dante (Exerpts from 
The Divine Comedy), Keats (Bright Star), Verlaine 
(Familiar Dream), Tagor (When though commandest 
me to sing), Birago Diop (Sighs), Gibran (Tell us about 
love)) , Federico Garcia Lorca (Serenata).

POETRY AND MUSIC FOR 
PEACE AND LOVE
14.00 at The Garrison Library / £12

DRISS ALAOUI MDAGHRI
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The Prior Park Foundation is a family of four high-achieving, co-educational Christian 
Catholic schools, with Prior Park School being the latest addition to the family. Our 
ethos is to encourage our pupils to become confident, capable, compassionate and 
independent-minded young people. 

The original school and former home of Ralph Allen, is a beautiful Mansion set in a large 
estate overlooking the World Heritage City of Bath. It has since spread across various 
sites and now has a student body of 600 and is regarded as one of the most successful 
Independent Catholic boarding and day schools in the UK. 

In the past few years, the decision was made to expand the school overseas and after a 
very successful collaboration between many parties, a huge amount of hard work and 
sensitive renovation of the former Sacred Heart school, Prior Park School opened its 
doors to students in Gibraltar in September 2016. The new school operates on a beautiful 
campus in the Old Town, high above the noise of the city, and offers day schooling for 
years 8 to 10, with full senior provision beginning in September 2017.

Prior Park School has a clear vision that enables every student to share in the life of the 
group of schools and to feel empowered to develop their talents in many different ways. 
We want our students to be rooted in the Christian Values of consideration, compassion, 
kindness, service, contribution to others and an openness to God on which they can build 
their lives and which will be their inspiration in good times and comfort in bad. 

Registration for September 2017 is now open and we would urge any parent considering 
Prior Park School for their son or daughter to register as soon as possible. We welcome 
visits from prospective parents and students to come to the school and find out what we 
offer...’An Education for Life’.

We prepare 
for every  
future 

Friday 28 October -  
for Prospective Pupil  
entry Year 8+

Saturday 3 December -  
Community Open Morning -  
All welcomed

To find out more visit our website  
www.priorparkgibraltar.com  
or arrange a visit Tel: 2006 2006

12-18 Day Co-educational  
Catholic Senior School

Open Events
Thursday 9 February -  
A Level Open Morning for  
Year 12 Prospective Students

To pre-register for these events, please 
email Gibraltar@priorparkschools.com
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Nick Rankin, once Chief Producer at BBC World 
Service, has written works of literary and military 
history, whereas Maggie Gee, Vice-President of the 
Royal Society of Literature, is a novelist and short 
story-writer, but the twenty books they have written 
over more than three decades of marriage have 
often intertwined. Thirty years ago they both wrote 
books about Bournemouth and Paris, but this time 
Gibraltar is the arena of their friendly rivalry. Maggie 
has set off in pursuit of Gibraltar’s Neanderthals, who 
she hopes will populate her fourteenth novel, which 
ranges from the deep past of Gorham’s Cave to the 
late 21st century. Nick has written Defending the 
Rock, forthcoming next year from Faber, a book about 
Gibraltar in wartime that focuses on the decade from 
1935 to 1945, covering the Spanish Civil War and the 
conflict in Abyssinia as well as the Second World War. 
Coming here as outsiders, they know they still have a 
lot to learn, but they have been helped and welcomed 
by many people. Nick and Maggie will talk about the 
inspiration that Gibraltar and its inhabitants have 
given them and the sometimes comic process of how 
they research, write and edit their books side by side.

WHAT’S IT LIKE TO RESEARCH 
A BOOK IN GIBRALTAR?
16.00 at The Garrison Library / £12

NICK RANKIN & 
MAGGIE GEE 

Sue MacGregor was born in Oxford and brought up in 
Cape Town South Africa.  She has worked for BBC radio 
for much of her professional life, mostly on Radio 4, 
and is still one of its most familiar voices.

She first worked for the BBC as a reporter on The World 
at One, and then for fifteen years presented Woman’s 
Hour.  For over seventeen years she co-presented 
the Today programme, getting up regularly at 3 am, 
and went on to front A Good Read, about favourite 
books.   She continues to host the award-winning The 
Reunion - bringing back together people involved in an 
historically important event – ranging from re-uniting 
the participants in Miss World 1970 to hearing, from 
those who were there, about the Hillsborough tragedy 
or the assassination of President Kennedy in Dallas.   
The new series begins on Radio 4 next Spring.

Sue will be chairing “Gibraltar Book Club”, where 
Maureen Lipman and Tony Hawks review their 
favourite books.

“GIBRALTAR BOOK CLUB” - THREE KEEN 
READERS SHARE THEIR OPINIONS OF 
EACH OTHERS’ CHOSEN BOOKS.
14.00 at The Convent / £12

SUE MACGREGOR

21 20
16

F R I DAY
OCTOBER

In this talk, Gibraltarian-born poet Gabriel Moreno, 
explains the movement towards unity between 
Mediterranean sources of poetical inspiration and the 
English language in his 2015 publication, The Moon and 
the Sparrow. Based on a journey from Sicily to Portugal 
in 2005, the book The Moon and the Sparrow, is a 
collection of poetry which delves into the heart of the 
Southern Mediterranean landscape but does so with 
the surgical knife of the English word. Cities like Naples, 
Palermo, Rome, Montpellier, Jerez or Granada serve as 
funnels for the questioning mind of the traveler/poet 
who analyses his past, present and future from an 
Anglo-Saxon perspective, without neglecting the debt 
of passion and emotion the scenery demands. In this 
talk Gabriel Moreno will explain how this dichotomy 
of perspectives constitutes one of the most interesting 
features of the Gibraltarian identity and how he was 
searching for his own voice as a Gibraltarian and as a 
poet in exploring these concepts. In addition, Moreno 
will read some of the poems dedicated to Gibraltar 
and other Southern 
European cities, in the 
travelling book.

THE CONVERGENCE OF MEDITERRANEAN 
POETRY AND THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
IN THE BOOK THE MOON AND THE 
SPARROW

16.00 at The Convent / £12

GABRIEL MORENO

Biographer Paula Byrne previews her forthcoming 
book about Kathleen ‘Kick’ Kennedy, the vivacious 
and clever sister of JFK who charmed the English 
aristocracy but was almost erased from her family 
history.

Kathleen arrived in England in 1938 after her father 
was appointed ambassador. Byrne explains how her 
wit, aloofness and sexual charisma fascinated the 
British public. She met and fell in love with Britain’s 
most eligible bachelor, William ‘Billy’ Cavendish, heir 
to the Duke of Devonshire and Chatsworth. The 
eventual marriage to Anglican Billy in 1944 met with 
the disapproval of the Catholic Kennedys. Billy died 
shortly afterwards in combat and Kick four years later 
in a plane crash. Byrne says Kick was more than just 
a sister to the famous Kennedy brothers. She was a 
force in her own right but one that was hidden from 
the family history.

Byrne is author of a number of biographical works 
includingJane Austen and the Theatre, Perdita: The 
Life of Mary Robinsonand Mad World: Evelyn Waugh 
and the Secrets of Brideshead. Kick will be published 
in May.

KICK: THE TRUE STORY OF KICK KENNEDY
16.00 at John Mackintosh Hall / £12

PAULA BYRNE
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Gibraltar Crystal was established in 1995. Our premises, at the entrance to Main Street, 
are in the heart of Gibraltar and its renowned shopping district. All our products are 
entirely handmade and this allows us the flexibility to custom make pieces at very 
reasonable prices.

Enthused by our concept and ethos, renowned glass makers Paul Alexander, Stuart Quick 
and Stuart Shute joined us at our inception. By September 1996 we were supplying 
prestigious retailers in the United Kingdom such as Dickens & Jones of Regent Street, 
The Royal Horticultural Society, Selfridges, and some House of Fraser stores, amongst 
others. However, demands made by these retailers pulled the company in a direction 
that was contrary to our original concept so in the spring of 1999 we “refocused”. Our 
ability to manufacture custom made pieces and ship them directly to clients, as well 
as undertaking high quality corporate work became our forte. We have customers from 
Australia, Japan, Saudi Arabia, United Kingdom, and the United States - our largest client 
base.

Many of our corporate clients are major players in Gibraltar’s gaming, legal and financial 
industries. We, also, regularly work with international clients.  A commission undertaken 
for Her Majesty’s Royal Yacht Britannia is a particular source of pride. 

Grand Casemates, Gibraltar
T: +350 20050136

E: info@gibraltarcrystal.com

www.gibraltarcrystal.com

Proudly handmade in Gibraltar
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Pam talks about the transition of her life from her 
childhood growing up in Berkshire in the immediate 
post-war years of the 1950s, to becoming a best-
selling author and performer, as described in her 
best-selling memoir, The Necessary Aptitude. She 
will also read poems from her most recent book, You 
Made Me Late Again!

Pam Ayres has been a writer, broadcaster, and 
entertainer for over 40 years. Her latest book is 
her new collection of poems, “You Made Me Late 
Again!”, published in hardback in September 2013 
by Ebury Press, and paperback in 2015. Pam’s 
autobiography, “The Necessary Aptitude”, was the 
UK’s best-selling female autobiography of 2011 
when it was published by Ebury.

Pam Ayres is one of the few authors who has had 
books in the Sunday Times best-seller charts in 
almost every decade since the 1970s. She is the 
author of several best selling poetry collections, 
including The Works, With These Hands, Surgically 
Enhanced and You Made Me Late Again! Many 
of her poems are in school textbooks around the 
world including the UK, USA, China, Australia, 
New Zealand, Holland, South Africa, Ireland and 
Singapore.

Pam is one of the most popular female comedians in UK theatres, with annual tours selling out every theatre 
that she plays. She has toured Australia and New Zealand regularly for 35 years and is one of the few 
solo comediennes to have performed in the Concert Hall of the Sydney Opera House. Pam makes regular 
appearances in Literary Festivals, including in recent years Dubai, Cheltenham, Edinburgh, and Hay-on-Wye.

Pam Ayres has performed on several occasions for HM The Queen, and in 2004 was awarded the MBE in the 
Queen’s Birthday Honours.

THE NECESSARY APTITUDE
17.30 at The Sunborn / £12

PAM AYRES

Landport Tunnel
Northern Entrance to Casemates Square
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Gibraltar Business Heritage: 
MH Bland Group of Companies

Established in Gibraltar as a Port Agency by Liverpudlian Marcus Henry Bland in 1810, MH Bland & 
Co Ltd has an unrivalled history and tradition in Gibraltar and beyond.  Today, this heritage is firmly 
upheld alongside a vision of the future as the company’s spheres of activity grow. In recent years, 
the company has seen a dynamic expansion of its interests in the marine and tourism sectors.  

No other company in the region offers our extensive portfolio of in-house expertise and services.  
MH Bland prides itself on its extended family values and seeks to maintain its presence at the 
forefront of the markets within which it operates. 

Marine Division
The Port Agency is strategically located in Gibraltar, Spain, Canary Islands and Morocco to service 
our clients whenever, wherever and whatever their needs; One Network – One Solution. 

MH Bland Marine Services are stevedores and operators of service vessels in the port of Gibraltar, 
harnessing a wide range of assets under one control centre to deliver a coordinated and timely 
service.  These assets include;
• a bonded warehouse
• stevedores
• a fleet of harbour craft, workboats and lube-oil barges
• a range of cranes and forklifts. 

Tourism Division
Calypso Tours operates a fleet of buses in Gibraltar and specialises in creating and delivering an 
imaginative portfolio of tours in Gibraltar, Morocco and Spain.

The Cable Car is owned and operated by MH Bland and is a unique tourist attraction in Gibraltar’s 
including the spectacular private function venue: the Mons Calpe Suite. 

MH Bland Travel Services is an IATA bonded travel agency which provides expert service and advice 
while specialising in business travel and cruise holidays.

“Experience has taught us that our strength lies in our unity,” 
says MH Bland Chairman, Johnnie Gaggero.  “Unity as a family 
company, unity within the diverse but complimentary parts of 
the business and unity developed with our customers over many 
years of partnership.  We value our reputation built over many 
years of commitment to service to our clients.  We are a service 
provider and we aim to excel at what we do by combining our 
knowledge, expertise and experience in every area of business”.
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Comedian and best-selling author, Tony Hawks, will be 
making jokes, telling stories and talking about his latest 
book ‘Once Upon A Time in the West Country’. Along 
with some very jolly slides he’ll be explaining how he 
and his partner Fran left the big city and started a new 
life in rural Devon. Learn how not to grow your own 
veg, how to become chairman and run a village hall 

badly, and how to cycle coast 
to coast with a small pig. Yes, 
really - a pig, called ‘Titch’.

ONCE UPON A TIME IN THE WEST COUNTRY
10.00 at The Garrison Library / £12

TONY HAWKS

How many plays did Shakespeare write? Which 
feature ghosts? Which are non-fiction and which are 
made up? Celebrate the 400th anniversary of William 
Shakespeare with festival favourite Christopher Lloyd 
and a giant version of his What on Earth? Wallbook 
of Shakespeare, published in collaboration with The 
Shakespeare Birthplace Trust. This unique voyage 
through the plays of Shakespeare is suitable for 
all ages and explores the world of human emotion 
using different colours to represent jealousy (green), 

anger (red), riches (gold), love 
(purple), terror (white) and 
magic (black). Using a series 
of props hidden inside a coat 
of many multi-coloured 
pockets, the audience explores 
the world of Shakespeare 
as a gateway to the entire 
spectrum of human nature.

THE COMPLETE PLAYS OF SHAKESPEARE 
WITH CHRISTOPHER LLOYD
10.00 at The John Mackintosh Hall / Free

CHRISTOPHER LLOYD
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A fascinating exploration of how insights from 
computer algorithms can be applied to our everyday 
lives, helping to solve common decision-making 
problems and illuminate the workings of the human 
mind.

In this dazzlingly interdisciplinary work, acclaimed 
author Brian Christian and cognitive scientist Tom 
Griffiths show us how the simple, precise algorithms 
used by computers can also untangle very human 
questions. Modern life is constrained by limited space 
and time, limits that give rise to a particular set of 
problems. What should we do, or leave undone, in 
a day or a lifetime? How much messiness should 
we accept? The authors explain how to have better 
hunches and when to leave things to chance, how 
to deal with overwhelming choices and how best to 
connect with others.

From finding a spouse to finding a 
parking spot, from organizing one’s 
inbox to understanding the workings 
of human memory, Algorithms To 
Live By is full of practical takeaways 
to help you solve common decision-
making problems and illuminate the 
workings of the human mind.

THE KUSUMA TRUST LECTURE: 
ALGORITHMS TO LIVE BY: THE COMPUTER 
SCIENCE OF HUMAN DECISIONS
10.00 at The John Mackintosh Hall / £12

BRIAN CHRISTIAN

Neurodegenerative diseases, such as a stroke, 
Alzheimer’s and dementia, are now tragically 
commonplace in the west. Our brains are a strange 
and complex organ, and there is much to be 
discovered about what causes them to fail in such 
devastating ways.

In this event Kathleen Taylor presents the ever-
developing research into the cause and cure of these 
life-changing conditions, focusing on insights arising 
from the relatively new field of neuroimmunology - 
the increasing recognition of the important role of 
the immune system in the brain. Interweaving the 
latest scientific ideas on neurodegenerative diseases 
with accounts of the devastation which illnesses 
affecting the brain can cause to sufferers and relatives, 
The Fragile Brain is an important account of current 
research in this field, and a very personal study. As 
instances of dementia rise in our ageing populations, 
many harbour 
anxieties concerning 
the future. This book 
is about knowing the 
enemy.

PANORAMA SERIES: THE FRAGILE 
BRAIN, THE STRANGE, HOPEFUL 
SCIENCE OF DEMENTIA
10.00 at The Sunborn / £12

KATHLEEN TAYLOR
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GIBRALTAR

LITERARY FESTIVAL
INTERNATIONAL

TH
E

Gibunco Gibraltar International Literary Festival
October

Calentita Food Festival
June

Gibraltar Tradewise Chess Open
January - February

Gibraltar Backgammon Championship
February

Gibraltar Music Festival
September

#VISITGIBRALTAR

GIBRALTAR TOURIST BOARD 
e:information@tourism.gov.gi

t:+350 200 45000

REQUEST A BROCHURE

The John Mackintosh Trust was set up following 
the death of Mr John Mackintosh in 1940, who 
made his fortune in Gibraltar supplying coal 
to the Royal Navy.  His widow, Mrs Victoria 
Mackintosh, then began to implement all 
bequests and works that were to be carried out 
as stipulated in John Mackintosh’s Will.  This 
included the building of three homes for the 
elderly, a new wing for the hospital and the 
John Mackintosh Hall which houses a library, 
theatre, meeting and conference facilities and 
a girls’ secondary school.

The Main Square of the City of Gibraltar, 
overlooked by the Parliament House and the 
City Hall, is named in honour of Mr Mackintosh.

The John 
Mackintosh 

Educational Trust

John Mackintosh saw the need to foster educational links with the United Kingdom and to 
promote the teaching of the English language and of English history and literature. Education and 
specifically professional qualifications were largely the preserve of the rich; those – who like John 
Mackintosh’s family – could afford to send their children to private schools in England.

Provision was made in the will for bursaries and grants to be given to children whose parents were 
resident in Gibraltar.  Initially, applications were invited to enable parents to educate their children 
at private schools in England.  With the advent of established Government schools in Gibraltar, 
this evolved into supporting further and higher education and the attainment of professional 
qualifications for Gibraltarians.

Victoria Mackintosh awarded educational scholarships from the start of the Trust, but prior to 1959 
no record exists of who or how much each student received.  The John Mackintosh Educational 
Trust was formally set up in 1972, and over the years, a total sum of £1.2 million has been awarded, 
benefiting more than 390 young Gibraltarians.

The John Mackintosh Educational Trust has not only helped individuals but has awarded grants 
to Gibraltar’s Secondary Schools to help fund trips for sixth-formers.  The Royal Shakespeare 
Company was also sponsored by the Trust when it came to Gibraltar in 1998 and contributions to 
sponsoring ‘Shakespeare 4 Kidz’ were made in the three consecutive years to 2010. In 2012 a grant 
of £10,000 was made to the John Mackintosh Hall Library for the purchase of books. In 2015 and 
2016 the Trust has contributed to the Young Shakespeare Company productions for children and 
young people.  

The John Mackintosh Educational Trust continues to provide grants for educational purposes to this 
day and is pleased to sponsor the events for children and young people at the Gibunco Gibraltar 
International Literary Festival 2016 as it has done since its inception in 2014, to ensure that such 
events are free of charge.
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The Gibunco Group of companies is very pleased to continue to support the Gibraltar Literary 
Festival 2016.

The Gibunco Group has recently celebrated 50 years in the diverse marine industry. From our 
roots as a ship hull and propeller cleaning service in Gibraltar – to today’s major global player in 
ship bunkering and underwater ship maintenance, we have become the most prominent private 
enterprise in Gibraltar, and one of the leading companies in the western Mediterranean.

Gibunco Group, firmly based in Gibraltar, encompasses SCAMP Fuel Conservation Worldwide 
Network (providing worldwide underwater engineering and hull cleaning), Gibunco Ship Agency 
owning/operating a fleet of dedicated harbour crafts and work-boats. The Group is also effectively 
involved in land and property development ashore.

Scamp Underwater Worldwide Network provides hull cleaning, propeller polishing, underwater 
repairs and inspections/surveys from over 280 locations worldwide, managed from a single 
coordination centre in Gibraltar. The Scamp global network allows flexibility and can mobilise an 
expert team anywhere in minimum time to meet customer demands.

Gibunco Ship Agency, the largest ship agency in Gibraltar and is active in the ports of Ceuta, 
Algeciras and Las Palmas, delivering high quality, efficient and cost effective services to the shipping 
industry, targeted at saving time and money. Bringing together unrivalled professional expertise and 
a customer focused approach, Gibunco Ship Agency works to meet your agency needs and ensure 
your ships are better prepared for the journey ahead. Our reputation for exceptional customer 
service makes us the natural choice for ship operators worldwide operating in the Strait of Gibraltar 
and the Canary Islands.

Having built solid foundations over the last 50 years, Gibunco Group’s long term expertise, 
innovative solutions and enviable global networks will ensure the Group remains at the forefront 
of its industry for many years to come.

Proud sponsors of the

Gibraltar International 
Literary Festival

Extracts from Moby-Dick, Herman Melville
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Are you sitting comfortably?  Then I’ll begin….  Join 
Kathy Wallis for an hour of traditional storytelling and 
an exploration of how storytelling can be used in oral 
history projects, as part of the curriculum for all ages, 
and for emotional literacy. Bring your own story to 
share or an idea which can be woven in words.  Kathy 
dispels the myth that storytelling is only for children 
and will share stories that can be used for a myriad 
of purpose .. come and join us sharing of some of the 
best traditional stories from a variety of cultures.  Be 
taken on a journey but be brought safely home

THE ART OF STORYTELLING

10.00 at The John Mackintosh Hall / £12

KATHY WALLIS

Yoga has become a multibillion dollar commodity 
with over 30 million people in the US alone practising 
one form or another of Yoga. What are all these 
practitioners practising? Is it just to make the body 
fit and flexible and make one feel calmer by breath 
control? Where did the forms of practice seen today 
in the yoga studios come from? Are they traceable to 
earlier forms and texts within the Indian traditions, 
particularly Hinduism? What does Patanjali have 
to say about ‘authentic’ Yoga in what has come to 
be known as the Classical text of Yoga called the 
Yogasutra? 

We reflect on the answers to these questions and 
look at Patanjali’s text in detail and trace some of the 
developments in Yoga philosophy and practice from 
ancient times.

BEYOND THE STRETCH AND THE BREATH: 
WHAT IS YOGA REALLY?
10.00 at The John Mackintosh Hall / £12

DR RAMESH PATTNI

Broadcaster and entertainer Nicholas Parsons presents 
a portrait of the nonsensical genius Edward Lear and 
conveys a rounded picture of the man’s amazing life and 
unusual personality.  He illustrates Lear’s remarkable 
fantasy world though skilful and sympathetic delivery 
of his highly imaginative and delightful nonsense verse.

This event is based on Parsons’ one man show on Lear, 
who is best remembered for his nonsense verse including 
The Owl and the Pussycat, The Jumblies and The Pobble 
and The Dong with a Luminous Nose. Parsons will give 
a picture of Lear’s life, background, family and work and 
deliver poems to illustrate how they arose naturally out 
of the fantasy world he created to survive the difficulties 
of his personal life.

Parsons has worked in every branch of show business 
including serious acting, comedy performance, stand-up 
and cabaret. He first made his name in 1960s television 
in partnership with fellow comedian Arthur Haynes. 
Parsons is best known as the host for 48 years of BBC 
Radio 4’s Just a Minute, and as presenter of television’s 
Sale of the Century, which ran for 14 years. He starred 
in the West End of London in a number of plays and 
musicals.

HOW PLEASANT TO KNOW MR LEAR
12.00 at The John Mackintosh Hall / £12 

NICHOLAS PARSONS

Choose ten key moments in the story of British 
history from 1066 to the present day and what 
would they be? TAKE AN EPIC VOYAGE through the 
history of Britain with Christopher Lloyd and Andy 
Forshaw’s amazing new What on Earth? Wallbook 
Timeline of British History! The timeline, developed 
in collaboration with the National Trust, takes readers 
on a journey through the complete history of Britain 

from the Giant’s Causeway 
60 million years ago to the 
present day. Using a giant 
8m version of the timeline 
as a backdrop and an all-new 
technicolour coat of many 
pockets, Christopher stops off 
at 10 of the most significant 
moments that have shaped 
our island story over 60 million 
years. Talk suitable for all ages 
6 – 106. 

THE HISTORY OF BRITAIN IN 60 MINUTES!
12.00 at The John Mackintosh Hall / Free

CHRISTOPHER LLOYD

22 20
16

SATURDAY
O CTOBER
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NASUWT is the largest teachers’ union in the UK, representing teachers and head 
teachers in all sectors from early years to further education.  NASUWT has a philosophy 
of ‘putting teachers first’ and campaigns to improve teachers’ pay, reduce workload, 
remove bureaucracy, achieve a better work/life balance and tackle pupil indiscipline.  
NASUWT has secured significant improvements in pay and working conditions for 
teachers. Unrivalled legal and professional services are provided by a nationwide network 
of officers.
 
NASUWT is the only teaching union in Gibraltar providing support to over 500 members 
in Gibraltar, protecting their pay and conditions and values the feedback of its members.
The NASUWT is very active in Gibraltar providing regular briefings and events for 
members. The NASUWT GTA has embarked on a social partnership agreement with  
Her Majesty’s Government of Gibraltar, which the NASUWT is confident will result in 
tangible gains for members over the coming years.
 
“Education exists for the benefit of the individual. But public education serves a wider 
social purpose. It exists for the good of all individuals and good of society”
(NASUWT Maintaining World Class Schools Report)

www.nasuwt.org.uk

Campaigning for

solidarity, equality, fairness and justice

The NASUWT sends its warmest 
greetings to everyone at the

Gibraltar Literary Festival

NASUWT
The Teachers’ Union

‘Education exists for the benefit of the individual. 
But public education serves a wider social purpose. It exists for

the good of all individuals and the good of society.’
(NASUWT Maintaining World Class Schools Report)
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Justin Bautista, will be discussing Gibraltarian 
food and its influence on local culture in an ‘In 
Conversation’ event.

Mama Lotties is the brainchild of Graphic Designer, 
Justin Bautista. Born out of pure passion for home 
cooking and inspired by his grandmother, Mama 
Lotties brings together all of Gibraltar’s recipes, with 
the aim of sharing with the World what Gibraltarian 
cuisine is all about.

Gibraltarian cuisine is inspired from a range of 
cultures such as Maltese, Genoese, Italian, Spanish, 
Portuguese and Moroccan to name a few. With so 
many choices, it’s no surprise that we are feeders, but 
Gibraltar wasn’t always so lucky. Gibraltar suffered 
much in the past, as Gibraltar is small and produces 
no substantial agriculture, fresh food during the times 
of the great siege and frontier closing was scarce, 
meaning residents had to 
adapt meals to suit what 
they had, and so stodgy, 
filling meals such as potajes 
became part of our diet.  
www.mamalotties.com

MAMA LOTTIES, IT’S ALL ABOUT FOOD
12.00 at The Garrison Library / £12

JUSTIN BAUTISTA

Celebrity chef and restauranteur Antony Worrall 
Thompson prepares lunch for guests at the 
O’Callaghan Eliott Hotel and says a few words about 
his life as a chef.  Thompson trained as a chef before 
opening his own restaurants.

He became a household name after regular 
appearances on BBC2’s Food and Drink and on Ready 
Steady Cook. He went on to present Saturday Kitchen. 
He has written 32 books including Antony Makes it 
Easy, Barbecues and Grilling and Real Family Food.

Today, Thompson is most likely to be found at one 
of his two restaurants,  The greyhound in Oxfordshire 
and Kew Grill in London. He says he is passionate 
about the everyday use of everyday ingredients.

LUNCH WITH ANTONY 
WORRALL THOMPSON
13.00 at The O’Callaghan Eliott Hotel / £75

ANTONY WORRALL 
THOMPSON

Hear about the exciting adventures of five hoofed 
friends in Anna Bogie’s Happy Hooves series. Writing 
in rhyme, Anna reveals how the farmyard animals 
use the power of teamwork to overcome challenges, 
and the importance of friendship. All three books are 
accompanied by Rebecca Elliott’s exquisite, bold and 
colourful illustrations.

Anna was inspired to write the Happy Hooves series 
after she moved out to Gibraltar in 2006, appreciating 
the beautiful views across the Straits of Gibraltar to 
Morocco, and enjoying trips to the beautiful and rustic 
coast of the Costa De La Luz. Anna lives in Gibraltar 
with her husband and three children.

Anna is running a special event for children (the books 
are aimed at 2 - 6 years olds) where she will be reading 
her books and running fun craft activities for the 
children to enjoy. This will be a special and informal 
event to amuse and entertain the young ones, and to 
promote a love of reading.

HAPPY HOOVES
14.00 at John Mackintosh Hall / £12

ANNA BOGIE
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Felix Francis will speak about growing up with Dick 
Francis as a father and how discussion over the 
breakfast table was more likely to be about whether 
someone could survive the night with a bullet in his 
guts rather than more mundane everyday topics, such 
as who was taking the kids to school. 

Felix will explain how his father progressed from 
being a champion steeplechase jockey for the Queen 
Mother into one of the best-loved thriller writers of the 
twentieth century. Felix will also describe how, almost 
by accident, he gave up teaching A-level Physics to take 
over the writing of the “Dick Francis” franchise from 
his father, and how he now sets about writing a new 
novel every year. In particular he will speak about his 
eleventh book, the recently published Triple Crown, and 
also about the next one, which is already in production. 

Felix will describe what he thinks are important 
components of a best-selling mystery novel and 
how he does his best to incorporate all of them into 
his stories. He will explore the age-old question of 
whether characters or plot are the more important, 
and will finish with a light-hearted question and 
answer session with nothing off limits.

TRIPLE CROWN
14.00 at The Garrison Library / £12

FELIX FRANCIS
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Please share your experience on our 
social media platforms

#VisitGibraltar #Giblitfest

SHARE GIBRALTAR 
WITH THE WORLD

GBC is Gibraltar’s public service broadcaster providing television, radio & online services, 
focusing primarily on community affairs and entertainment.  Established nearly sixty 
years ago, Radio Gibraltar is proud of being the territory’s favourite radio station, with 
GBC Television also popular with viewers who enjoy news and current affairs programmes, 
as well as shows featuring our vibrant community.  GBC’s team of broadcasters are 
committed to providing the best possible television and radio programming within the 
resources available.  

The corporation is pleased to be a sponsor of the Gibraltar Literary Festival.
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“We think the way we do because Socrates thought 
the way he did. His aphorism ‘The unexamined life 
is not worth living’ may have originated twenty-five 
centuries ago, but it is a founding principle of modern 
life. Socrates lived and contributed to a city that 
nurtured key ingredients of contemporary civilisation 
- democracy, liberty, science, drama, rational thought 
- yet, as he wrote nothing in his lifetime, he himself 
is an enigmatic figure. Socrates was a soldier, a lover, 
a man of the people. He philosophised neither in 
grand educational establishments nor the courts of 
kings but in the squares and public arenas of Golden 
Age Athens. He lived through an age of extraordinary 
materialism, in which a democratic culture turned to 
the glorification of its own city; when war was declared 
under the banner of democracy; and when tolerance 
turned into intimidation on streets once populated 
by the likes of Euripides, Sophocles and Pericles. For 
seventy years he was a vigorous citizen of one of the 
greatest capitals on earth, but then his beloved Athens 

turned on him, condemning him to death by poison. Socrates’ pursuit of personal liberty is a vibrant story that 
Athens did not want us to hear, but which must be told.” 

Bettany Hughes has painstakingly pieced together Socrates’ life, following in his footsteps across Greece and Asia 
Minor, and examining the new archaeological discoveries that shed light on his world.

SOCRATES, ATHENS AND THE SEARCH 
FOR THE GOOD LIFE
14.00 at The John Mackintosh Hall / £12

BETTANY HUGHES
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Christian Hook will be discussing his new book ‘La 
Busqueda”

During his years in the UK, Christian has worked with 
successful individuals and discovered many interesting 
things, some of which he has investigated for some 
time. With the help of leading professionals Christian 
has been able to unravel some of the mysteries of 
the creative mind and develop a whole new approach 
towards self development and the visual language. He 
hopes to share these findings with you and hopefully 
offer a new range of possibilities. 

The handwriting of a child gave him an insight into 
our own natural rhythm. 
When this innate spacing 
is applied to a creative 
process, the result is 
always a portrait of the 
artist. 

Clive and Geraldine Finlayson are Gibraltarian 
scientists and authors who have been co-directing an 
archaeological project at Gorham’s Cave in Gibraltar 
for the past twenty six years. The site, internationally 
renowned as a place where Neanderthals lived 
for 100,000 years, was declared a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in July of this year. Clive and Geraldine, 
directors at the Gibraltar Museum, were at the helm of 
the bid which took six years to put together. Clive and 
Geraldine will be taking us on an exclusive journey into 
the lost world of the Neanderthals. Speaking from the 
personal experience and research that has made them 
world leaders in this field and using a unique set of 
their own photographs, the Finlaysons will time travel 
with you deep in time.

LA BUSQUEDA THE LOST WORLD OF NEANDERTHALS
14.30 at The Sunborn / £12 16.00 at The Garrison Library / £12

CHRISTIAN HOOK CLIVE & GERALDINE 
FINLAYSON
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The Alwani family has been in Gibraltar since 1923. During this time, the Alwani Group 
of companies, founded by Ladharam Bassarmal Alwani, has grown and prospered. Today, 
the Chairman of the Group is Kishin Alwani, Ladharam’s son. He feels passionately that, 
in the same way that Gibraltar has been good to the Alwani family, it is appropriate to 
give something back to the community. To this end, he created the Alwani Trust, which 
has this year celebrated its 20th anniversary; and two years later, in 1998, the Alwani 
Foundation.

Since its inception, the Foundation has helped a wide range of groups, societies and 
individuals. The causes espoused by the Alwani Foundation range from Cancer Relief, 
Women’s Aid, Calpe House  and other charities to supporting individuals or associations 
involved in social, cultural, sporting and educational projects.

Over the years, the Alwani Foundation has developed a particular affinity towards 
encouraging the arts in Gibraltar, in the widest sense of the term. The Foundation 
has sponsored the best painting on a Gibraltar theme in the annual Spring Open Art 
exhibition, since 2003, and instituted the Young Artist Competition. It has also been 
closely associated with the Gibraltar Photographic Society. 

The Gibunco Gibraltar International Literary Festival has now presented a new platform 
for the Alwani Foundation. It is sponsoring a series of events that showcase a range of 
aspects of the arts. The speakers are internationally acclaimed historian, broadcaster and 
author Bettany Hughes, who will deliver the keynote Alwani Foundation lecture; Royal 
Academician Barbara Rae, who will speak about her paintings which were inspired by her 
travels in the Arctic, and who will additionally deliver a workshop; and Gibraltarian artist 
Christian Hook, who has made such an impact on the art scene in the United Kingdom, 
and who will speak about his work and his forthcoming book.

Kishin Alwani Chairman - Alwani Foundation
Alwani House 87-91 Main Street, Gibraltar

Telephone: + 350 200 76334 - Email- k.alwani@carlos .gi
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“John Le Carré, Robert Daws, Stieg Larsson, Sam 
Benady and Mary Chiappe – numerous crimewriters 
have been drawn in recent years to set their books in 
Gibraltar. What is it about the Rock that makes it such 
a fascinating setting for a thriller? My first experience 
of Gibraltar came with a chance visit fifteen years ago. 
But it wasn’t until a few years later, when I returned 
having just completed a law degree, that I saw the 
potential for a crime series featuring a Gibraltarian 
lawyer as protagonist. Spike Sanguinetti, resident 
of Chicardo’s Passage, denizen of the Gibraltar Law 
Courts, was born. Since then, I’ve been back to the 
Rock again and again, moving silently (and sometimes 
not so silently) through the streets with a notebook 
and camera, trying to understand its secrets and 
intricacies. Gibraltar’s compact size yet vast cultural 
and political history offers up an abundance of plot 
possibilities, and Spike is about to embark on his fifth 
outing (A Thousand Cuts, published by Bloomsbury 
in January 2017). Setting is the vital component of 
each book in the series – and as the first three have 
recently been optioned by a television company, it 
seems that the Rock’s potential for the small screen 
is being recognised too.”

GIBRALTAR: A CRIMEWRITER’S PARADISE
10am at Duke of Kent House

THOMAS MOGFORD

Robert Montagu speaks to Paul Blezard about the 
abuse suffered at the hands of his MP father, Victor 
Montagu, the 10th Earl of Sandwich. The abuse was 
revealed publicly for the first time in his recently 
published memoir, A Humour of Love. The book is 
one that Montagu initially planned to write as fiction 
under a pseudonym because of the painful nature of 
the story, but ultimately decided it was right to speak 
openly about. It is the disturbing tale of how a father 
confused lust and love and abused an innocent seven-
year old on an almost daily basis until he was 11.

A HUMOUR OF LOVE
16.00 at John Mackintosh Hall / £12 

ROBERT MONTAGU
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Sports writer and journalist Guillem Balague is a key 
fixture in Sky Sports’ coverage of Spanish football, 
appearing regularly both on live match coverage and 
on the weekly Revista de La Liga. He is also the UK 
Correspondent for AS, the Spanish sports newspaper. 
His work appears regularly in Yahoo.com, the biggest 
web page in the world, and The Telegraph.

He also wrote the best-selling “A Season on the 
Brink”, an insider’s account of Liverpool’s 2004-05 

Champions’ League winning campaign, updated later with the 2006 FA Cup victory. 

He has written highly acclaimed authorised biographies of Lionel Messi, Pep Guardiola and Cristiano Ronaldo. As 
well as two football diaries (of the 2012 European Championships and the 2014 World Cup), he has published 
in the Official History of FC Barcelona in 2014.

In November 2015, he published ‘Cristiano Ronaldo, the biography’ which won the Football Book of the Year 
Award at the Sportswriters Awards. He has also worked for Marca, The Times, The Observer, Talk Sport, BBC, 
Cadena Ser and other media outlets worldwide.

Guillem has interviewed numerous football personalities including Josè Mourinho, Cristiano Ronaldo, Messi, 
Guardiola, Pellegrini, Alex Ferguson, Carles Puyol, David Villa, David Beckham, Xavi, Iniesta, Robben, Frank 
Lampard, Thierry Henry, plus a host of other influential figures.

He completed his journalism course at the Universitat Autònoma de Bellaterra (Barcelona) in 1991.
In 1996, he was named English football correspondent of the soccer magazine Don Balón.

Guillem has broken some of the biggest news of recent years:  Beckham’s move to Real Madrid and their signing 
of Cristiano Ronaldo, Fernando Torres’ move to Chelsea, and Cesc Fábregas return to Barcelona, etc.
He has written songs with two bands, Best Boy Grip and King and Scholes. Both EPs 
have been published in the summer of 2014.

GUILLEM BALLAGUE

AN AFTERNOON WITH GUILLEM BALAGUE
16.00 at The Sunborn / £12

EXCLUSIVE: MEET GUILLEM BALAGUE
17.30 at The Sunborn / £30



80 81
GIBUNCO GIBRALTAR INTERNATIONAL LITERARY FESTIVAL GIBUNCO GIBRALTAR INTERNATIONAL LITERARY FESTIVAL

KH Consulting Limited was founded by Kevin Hook FCA in 2015.  Prior to founding the 
firm, Kevin has held various posts of significance during his 20-year financial services 
career, including Deputy CEO of Credit Suisse (Gibraltar) Limited, member of the 
Finance Centre Council and Chairman of the Gibraltar Bankers Association.  He was also 
a founder member of GACO (Gibraltar Association of Compliance Officers), founder and 
current member of the CAB (Citizens Advice Bureau), and founder/Chairman of the local 
children’s charity, The Guardian Angel Foundation. A Chartered Accountant by profession 
(ICAEW), and having worked for PricewaterhouseCoopers in UK and KPMG, Kevin’s main 
forte is his excellent trouble shooting skills coupled with extensive local networking 
opportunities that invariably arise for the client in every transaction.
 
The company enables the successful and smooth operations of local and international 
organisations by focusing primarily on the provision of the following services:
 
• Management Consulting
 
• Real Estate Consulting
 
• Accountancy and Tax

• Compliance/Regulatory Consulting
 
• Client Introductions

• Family Office Services
 
• Non-Executive Directorships
 
• Start-up company formation and consulting 
 
• FA Registered Intermediary

KH Consulting is proud to be sponsoring this festival, which has now developed into an 
important cultural and educational event that can be enjoyed by the whole community.
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Choose ten key moments in the story of British 
history from 1066 to the present day and what 
would they be? TAKE AN EPIC VOYAGE through the 
history of Britain with Christopher Lloyd and Andy 
Forshaw’s amazing new What on Earth? Wallbook 
Timeline of British History! The timeline, developed 
in collaboration with the National Trust, takes readers 
on a journey through the complete history of Britain 
from the Giant’s Causeway 60 
million years ago to the present 
day. Using a giant 8m version of 
the timeline as a backdrop and 
an all-new technicolour coat 
of many pockets, Christopher 
stops off at 10 of the most 
significant moments that have 
shaped our island story over 60 
million years. Talk suitable for 
all ages 6 – 106. 

THE HISTORY OF BRITAIN IN 60 MINUTES!
10.00 at The John Mackintosh Hall / Free

CHRISTOPHER LLOYD

A talk on the ill-fated quest of Sir John Franklin’s 
expedition to discover the fabled Northwest Passage, 
his subsequent disappearance, and Lady Franklin’s 
consequent commission to find her husband of 
Orkney-born Dr John Rae, Hudson Bay Company 
respected cartographer of that region’s rugged, 
inhospitable coastline.

In time, with the help of Inuit, Rae found some of the 
crew, all perished. The recent find of one of Franklin’s 
ships on the sea bed in the Southern Victoria Strait, 
HMS Erebus, indicates his two ships were caught in 
ice, and the expedition ended. The vessel’s discovery 
rekindled interest in this heroic tale, in the doing 
restoring the reputation of John Rae, and vindicating 
his research findings hitherto trashed by Lady Franklin.

The celebrated painter, printmaker and Royal 
Academician, Dr Barbara Rae, CBE RA., relates the 
main elements of the now famous tale, its twists 
and turns, and her own journey to create painterly 
studies of the places 
visited by her illustrious 
namesake.

RETURN JOURNEY
10.00 at The Garrison Library / £12

BARBARA RAE
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Meditation is a buzz word today. From corporates to 
universities, everyone is being encouraged to practice 
meditation daily. But what does that mean? How does 
meditation work? Is there a process? How will it help 
you and what will it mean for you?

What happens when you find your centre? Is it 
possible to feel calm and centred in the office or in the 
midst of a challenging situation? 

With practical meditative techniques, find out how 
you can centre yourself in the unmoving, calm and silent Centre which is a reflection of your Authentic Self.

Join us for this special half day workshop on the theory and practice of meditation. 

Facilitator: Dr Ramesh Pattni 

Ramesh Pattni has been a teacher and practitioner of Vedanta for over two decades. He holds regular weekly 
classes and conducts workshops and retreats on Vedanta and its applications in daily life for a happier and 
balanced life. He is a graduate of the King’s College London, holds three masters degrees and has doctorate in 
Yoga Psychology at the University of Oxford. He also tutors and teaches at the Oxford Centre for Hindu Studies 
and gives public lectures on many aspects of Hinduism, religion and science and spirituality.

Refreshements and lunch will be included

Admission is free but all attendees must have a ticket, which can be obtained through the box office at the 
Garrison Library or www.gibraltarliteraryfestival.com.

A WORKSHOP AT GIBRALTAR 
HINDU TEMPLE

10.00am to 1.00pm at the Gibraltar 
Hindu Temple / Free

FINDING YOUR CENTRE: 
MEDITATION, PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE



84 85
GIBUNCO GIBRALTAR INTERNATIONAL LITERARY FESTIVAL GIBUNCO GIBRALTAR INTERNATIONAL LITERARY FESTIVAL

Former Foreign Secretary David Owen has 
written a new history of the pivotal British War 
Cabinet meetings of May 1940. The minutes and 
documents reveal just how close Britain came to 
seeking a negotiated peace with Nazi Germany. 
Cabinet’s Finest Hour is both the story of Churchill’s 
determination to fight on and a paean to the Cabinet 
system of government. The Cabinet system, all too 
often disparaged as messy and cumbersome, worked 
in Britain’s interests and ensured a democracy on 
the brink of defeat had the courage to assess the 
alternatives to fighting on. The post-war denial 
of both the existence and legitimacy of the war 
cabinet debates had far-reaching consequences for 
Britain’s foreign and defence policy for the rest of 
the century, starting over the Suez Crisis but reaching 
its nadir over the Second Iraq War. The way Labour 
transformed itself from 1931 to 1938 and the cross-
party alliance in Parliament from 1938 to 1940 bear 
lessons for today.

LORD DAVID ANTHONY 
LLEWELLYN OWEN

CABINET’S FINEST HOUR: THE HIDDEN 
AGENDA OF MAY 1940.
10.00 at The Convent / £12

Richard, in conversation with Felix Francis, will be 
discussing his life and career in horse racing, as a 
traveller, adventurer and photographer. Talking about 
the wonders he discovered along his South Pole 
expedition

Richard Dunwoody was one of Britain’s most 
successful jump jockeys.  He was at the forefront of 
British National Hunt racing in the 80’s and the 90s, 
winning the Big Three races – the Grand National 
(twice), the Champion Hurdle and Cheltenham Gold 
Cup. 

He works now as a corporate speaker, tour leader 
for the travel company Wild Frontiers and is a 
professional adventure and travel photographer. He 
held his first critically acclaimed exhibition in 2014 
at St Martin’s in the Fields in London displaying the 
work of the equine charity, the Brooke Hospital.

AN AUDIENCE WITH 
RICHARD DUNWOODY
12.00 at The Garrison Library / £12

RICHARD DUNWOODY
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Davis said of his event, “Over the last 10-12 years 
the poems I have written have gathered a following I 
never expected. This following encouraged me to the 
point where I am now publishing this book of poems, 
HEAD, HEART & SOUL.  

Being bilingual some poems have created themselves 
in English, others in Spanish, but they all tell of my 
pains and my joys, of loves found and loves lost, of our 
world today and its questions about any tomorrows. 

My artist friends have each added their illustrations 
to my words, making the book far more interesting 
and readable, and they all have contributed their 
talent freely.  Every penny for the sale of this book is 
being donated to the Calpe House Fund, a hospice in 
London for all patients from Gibraltar that need to go 
there for specialised medical treatment.

I am grateful to the Festival for inviting me and 
allowing me to share with you both a selection of 
poems on various topics and the story how they 
came about. Every poem is a story.” 

HEAD, HEART & SOUL
12.00 at The John Mackintosh Hall / £12

DAVID BENTATA

How many plays did Shakespeare write? Which 
feature ghosts? Which are non-fiction and which are 
made up? Celebrate the 400th anniversary of William 
Shakespeare with festival favourite Christopher Lloyd 
and a giant version of his What on Earth? Wallbook 
of Shakespeare, published in collaboration with The 
Shakespeare Birthplace Trust. This unique voyage 
through the plays of Shakespeare is suitable for 
all ages and explores the world of human emotion 
using different colours to represent jealousy (green), 

anger (red), riches (gold), love 
(purple), terror (white) and 
magic (black). Using a series 
of props hidden inside a 
coat of many multi-coloured 
pockets, the audience explores 
the world of Shakespeare 
as a gateway to the entire 
spectrum of human nature.

THE COMPLETE PLAYS OF SHAKESPEARE 
WITH CHRISTOPHER LLOYD
12.00 at The John Mackintosh Hall / Free

CHRISTOPHER LLOYD
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Best-selling author Louis de Bernieres takes the 
audience through his writing career from the 
international best-seller and film Captain Corelli’s 
Mandolin, Birds Without Wings, Notwithstanding: 
Stories from an English Village and his most recent 
book The Dust that Falls from Dreams. He will also 
be reading from his recent collection of poetry: Of 
Love and Desire.

IN CONVERSATION PLUS AUDIENCE 
Q&A: LOUIS DE BERNIERES
14.00 at The Garrison Library / £12

LOUIS DE BERNIERES

Gibraltarian actress, singer-songwriter and author 
Carmen Gomez will be talking to Nicky Guerrero 
about her autobiography ‘Carmen Gomez: Memories 
bound up With Life,’ which charts her life in 1970s 
London as a young aspiring actress struggling to 
survive in the world of show business.

PANORAMA SERIES: MEMORIES BOUND 
UP WITH LIFE
14.00 at The John Mackintosh Hall / £12

CARMEN GOMEZ
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Paddy Ashdown will discuss his latest book Game 
of Spies: The Secret Agent, the Traitor and the Nazi, 
Bordeaux 1942-1944

A riveting three-way spy story set in occupied France.

In the tradition of Ben MacIntyre, ‘Game of Spies’ tells 
the story of a lethal spy triangle in Bordeaux between 
1942 and 1944 in Bordeaux – and of France’s greatest 
betrayal by aristocratic and right-wing Resistance 
leader Andre Grandclement.

The story centres on three men: one British, one French and one German and the duel they fought out in an 
atmosphere of collaboration, betrayal and assassination, in which comrades sold fellow comrades, Allied agents 
and downed pilots to the Germans, as casually as they would a bottle of wine. It is a story of SOE, treachery, 
bed-hopping and executions in the city labelled ‘la plus collaboratrice’ in the whole of France.

Paddy Ashdown was born in New Delhi on 27 February 1941, the eldest of 7 children. When he was 4 years old, 
his family returned to Britain to buy a farm in Ulster. He was educated at Bedford School. Between 1959 and 
1972 he served as a Royal Marines Officer and saw active service as a Commando Officer in Borneo and the 
Persian Gulf. After Special Forces Training in England in 1965, he commanded a Special Boat Section in the Far 
East. He went to Hong Kong in 1967 to undertake a full-time course in Chinese, returning to England in 1970 
with a First Class interpretership in Mandarin (accepted as the equivalent of a first class degree by the Civil 
Service). He was then given command of a Commando Company in Belfast.

In 2009, Paddy co-chaired, with Lord George Robertson, the much acclaimed IPPR review into Britain’s long 
term security needs.

He currently writes articles on foreign affairs matters, especially Afghanistan and 
Bosnia, for national newspapers and periodicals.

He is currently on the Advisory Boards of the Good Government Group, Defence 
Strategies and Solutions and Silverline.

Paddy has written eight books; Citizen’s Britain, Beyond Westminster, The Ashdown 
Diaries Volumes One and Two and his best-selling autobiography, A Fortunate Life, 
A Brilliant Little Operation (which won the Military History Prize for 2103) and The 
Cruel Victory.

THE GOVERNOR’S LECTURE: GAME OF 
SPIES: THE SECRET AGENT, THE TRAITOR 
AND THE NAZI, BORDEAUX 1942-1944
15.00 at The Convent / £12

RT HON LORD PADDY ASHDOWN
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TSN Barristers and Solicitors was formed in August 2001 as a result of the merger of Louis 
W Triay & Partners and Stagnetto & Co, two of the main Gibraltar law firms established 
in 1950 and 1953 respectively. In 2006 the firm acquired the Gibraltar practice of Denton 
Wilde Sapte. 

Whilst always well respected both locally and internationally, the firm has in a relatively 
short period of time grown into one of the largest Gibraltar law firms more doubling 
in size in recent years. Our practitioners are made up of both barristers and solicitors 
thereby providing a complete legal service to clients. The increase in size allows TSN to 
offer specialised advice through dedicated teams able to meet the ever-changing needs 
and objectives within our growing client base, in areas such as commercial law, corporate 
law, dispute resolution, financial services,  fiduciary services, gaming law,  maritime law, 
and property law.
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EY Author’s Trail – taking the Festival 
out onto the streets of Gibraltar

Alan Bennett has been quoted as saying: ‘A book is a device to ignite the imagination.’ Perhaps one 
of the unique attractions of the Gibunco Gibraltar Literary Festival is that we can attend talks given 
by those who are the sparks behind those books.  

In 2014 EY was delighted to be able to place in the hand of every pre-school and reception child 
in Gibraltar a copy of the book ‘Ta Dah!’ by resident author Anna Bogie. An even greater pleasure 
was organising for Anna to ignite the imaginations of the children with readings in the schools, 
supporting parents and schools in developing a love of literature in those young minds.

This year we want to help take the Festival out onto the streets of Gibraltar with our Author’s Trail. 
For the three week run up to the Festival and, also for its duration, you will spot A3 boards popping 
up around a variety of places throughout Gibraltar. Lift each one and you will find details of specific 
authors speaking at this year’s Festival,  information about their featured book, the venue, date and 
time of their talk and a question relating to them.

To take part in the EY Author’s Trail you simply need to visit each board, answer the question and 
submit your answers. Details can be found on the Festival website and also on the EY Facebook 
page - www.facebook.com/EYGibraltar.

We believe that the Festival plays a crucial part in our development as a people. We know that the 
best people are those who have been exposed to learning and cultural opportunities. They bring 
innovation, clarity of thought and a passion to thrive that makes our firm what it is.

We hope you enjoy the Festival and have fun with our Trail. 
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What inspires  
young hearts today 
and creates great 
minds tomorrow?
The innovators of tomorrow start with 
the readers of today
ey.com/cr #BetterQuestions
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Popular actress, writer and all-round wit Maureen 
Lipman takes a wry and satirical look at celebrity in 
her latest work, dubbed a Lipman-agerie.

Lipman turns her satirical mind to animal/human 
character mash-ups such as Brad Pitbull, Angie-lemur 
Jolie, Johnny Deppard, Jake Gorillanhall, Lu-seal Ball, 
Andy Warthog, Joan Crow-ford, Vanessie Redgrave, 
Harry Otter, Squirrelly Clinton and Giraffa Nadal. The 
idea came after Lipman did a doodle of a steer in a 
dinner jacket and named it Oscar Wildebeest. One 

character led to another and ended up in a lavishly illustrated book.

Lipman is an Olivier-winning actress who has played many leading theatrical, television and film roles during 
a long and successful career. She recently starred in the West End productions of Harvey and My Mother 
Never Said I Should and presented the six-part television series Treasures of Britain. Lipman writes regularly for 
Standpoint and Spectator Health and is author of a number of best-selling books.

Have you ever wondered what the wizarding world might look like if it were 
graced with a character like Harry Otter? Or what American politics would be 
under the administration of Squirrelly Clinton? Maureen Lipman has. Inspired 
by her doodle of Oscar Wildebeest - a steer in a dinner jacket - the renowned 
author and actress began dabbling in the dark art of the unholy celebrity/animal 
mashup. When she woke at 3 a.m. and said out loud, ‘Tuna Stubbs!’, the die was 
cast. A book was born. Sharp, funny and endlessly inventive, lt’s a Jungle Out 
There presents a dizzying array of stars as you’ve - really - never seen them 
before. Featuring such luminaries as Leonaardvark DiCaprio, Giraffa Nadal and 
Ellafantz Gerald, this otterly brilliant collection is guaranteed to quack you up.

IT’S A JUNGLE OUT THERE
16.30 at The John Mackintosh Hall / £12

MAUREEN LIPMAN

Guess who’s
talking?
Follow the EY Author’s Trail and 
you could win a Kindle Oasis 
preloaded with specially selected 
books. Look out for the 19 special 
trail boards!
gibraltarliteraryfestival.com 
ey.com/gi

EY Author’s Trail
part of the Gibunco Gibraltar International Literary Festival

#VISITGIBRALTAR
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FESTIVAL CLOSING DINNER

Join all the celebrated speakers and performers at this year’s literary festival on the 
Rock, for the splendid opening dinner prepared by the chef of the Sunborn Yacht Hotel.

The price of this event includes reception, three-course meal, wines and coffee.

FESTIVAL CLOSING DINNER AT THE SUNBORN HOTEL
19.30 at The Sunborn Hotel / £130

23 20
16

SU N DAY
OCTOBER
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The Moorish Castle
Tower of Homage

TRAVELLING TO GIBRALTAR

By Air

By Sea

By Land

For more information 
on Gibraltar 
please visit 
www.visitgibraltar.gi

Regular flights are operated from the UK 
and Morocco to Gibraltar. Flight time from 
the UK is on average 2 hours 45 minutes. 
For further information on destinations 
and airlines serving Gibraltar please visit 
Gibraltar International Airport’s website 
on www.gibraltarairport.gi

Gibraltar is also accessible by those 
wishing to travel to either Malaga or Jerez 
Airports, both approximately one hour 
and 30 minutes away by road.

Gibraltar is an ideal port of call for cruise 
ships and yachts. See gibraltarport.com for 
information about the port of Gibraltar

The land frontier between Gibraltar and 
Spain is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
both for vehicles and pedestrians. There is 
no limit on the number of crossings you 
can make.

If you are driving to Gibraltar from Spain, 
take the N340 of the A7 (cadiz - Malaga 
Highway) and turn off at junction 119 on 
the N351 which takes you to La Linea, the 
border town between Spain and Gibraltar. 
The frontier is just a five-minute walk from 
La Linea Bus Station

Climate and Temperature
Gibraltar has an average of 320 days of 
sunshine a year with temperatures rising 
well above 30°C in the summer and lows 
of approximately 12°C in the winter.

Languages
The official language is English although 
Spanish is widely spoken.

Telephones
Gibraltar’s international dialing code is 
+350.

Currency
The legal tender in Gibraltar is HM 
Government of Gibraltar notes and 
coinage, although United Kingdom 
Sterling is equally welcome. There is a 
full range of international and UK banks. 
Credit cards, travellers cheques and Euros 
are widely accepted.

Accessibility
Gibraltar has made great strides in the past 
four years in introducing measures and 
specialised equipment to make beaches 
and tourist attractions more accessible 
and this is being recognised as such by 
specialist tour operators. HM Government 
of Gibraltar prioritises accessibility 
measures and is keen to develop the Rock 
as an accessible  destination. Most hotels 
have accessibly equipped rooms.    

Iconic visitor attractions like St Michael’s 
Cave have recently been refurbished to 
ensure accessibility. There are also adapted 
public toilets at several locations including 
those for use with radar keys.   

#VISITGIBRALTAR
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George Bassadone’s great grandfather came to Gibraltar from Genoa in the 1860s he came here to 
work in the civil port, via the UK Colonial Office, but it was his son Alfred who founded the business 
that still bears the name A. Bassadone (1904) Ltd, just over a hundred years ago.

Alfred Bassadone began his working life at the Anglo-Egyptian Bank in Irish Town, opposite the 
police station (it was later taken over by Barclays) but came up against a snag. He wanted to get 
married and it was a condition of employment, standard in banks in those days, that he had to 
get the manager’s permission before he could do so. He was shocked when his boss vetoed the 
proposal, or banned the banns, and an angry young Alfred handed in his notice. Had it not been for 
that, the present day Bassadone Group might never have been born.

In 1904 cars weren’t particularly prevalent and he went into the clothing business - retailing in 
quite a big way, and later becoming a supplier of fresh fruit and eggs to the Navy as well. It wasn’t 
until 1927 that the business imported its first car, a Peugeot. Bassadone are still the agents for 
Peugeot, along with Toyota, Hyundai, Kia, Honda, Suzuki and SsangYong.

The first showroom was in Line Wall Road, where the car business remained until Alfred’s son 
George (father of the present George) took out a lease from the War Office on a plot in Devil’s 
Tower Road, where the company is still based.

Since then the Bassadone Group has expanded, with many facets not visible to the general public, 
4,000 Toyotas are supplied yearly to the United Nations and NGO’s the biggest part of the 
business.  Each  vehicle arrives in Gibraltar and on average 15 hours modification work are done 
e.g. fitting bull bars, communications equipment, ambulance conversions etc.

The group consists of 9 wholly owned companies and is active in Finland, The Baltic States, United 
Kingdom, Spain and Gibraltar

Bassadone is now the biggest supplier of stock vehicles to the UN in the world; it’s a niche market 
that has been developed due to the quality of service, expertise and speedy accurate response 
to enquiries. It is one of the biggest local employers,  currently employing 230 staff.   Bassadone 
Automotive Group was awarded the Investors in People (IiP) standard in 2007 and went on to be 
accredited with the IiP Gold  and Champion Status in 2014.
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Blands Destination Management Company 
Let us “Create your Experience” in Gibraltar, Southern Spain and Morocco.  

As Gibraltar’s leading Destination Management Company our experienced and dynamic 
team can look after all your requirements in Gibraltar, Southern Spain and Morocco. 
Whether you are looking for excursions, transport solutions, car hire, Meeting Conferences 
and Events (M.I.C.E) or access to our luxury VIP lounge at Gibraltar’s International 
Airport, we are able to offer the highest standard of service. We provide our clients with 
a personal and professional experience at all these destinations. 

Blands Destination Management Company (DMC) forms part of Bland Group 
International, established over 200 years ago in 1810 and responsible for overseeing a 
number of diverse operations in Gibraltar and internationally.  Blands DMC is made up of 
different areas; Blands Travel, Avis/Budget and Calpe Lounge dedicated to offering specific 
services to our clients. 
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ISOLAS was established in 1892, making it the longest established firm in Gibraltar. 
Since then, and given our more than 120 years in the local legal profession, ISOLAS 
is today proud to be considered one of the leading law firms in Gibraltar. ISOLAS is 
consistently ranked as one of the leaders in the market by all the major international 
directories .ISOLAS is proud of its reputation for combining expert legal advice with 
commercial pragmatism and we are valued by our clients and partners for being practical 
and confident in the advice we give, a natural consequence of the close, partner-led 
relationship with the client we work to achieve.

It is our focus on our interaction with the client that, we believe, forms the basis of 
our success in establishing long-term relationships with a significant proportion of our 
client base. The commerciality of the advice that we provide, close attention to cost 
considerations, our professional network in Gibraltar and beyond, as well as our dedication 
to leveraging information technology solutions for the benefit of the client, make for a 
compelling package of advantages over our competition in the local marketplace.
ISOLAS, trusted since 1892

For all that life may bring, whether good
or bad, we’re on the same page.

For further information contact: info@isolas.gi
Portland House Glacis Road PO Box 204 Gibraltar. Tel: +350 2000 1892

Trusted since 1892

Property • Family • Corporate & Commercial • Taxation  
Litigation • Trusts • Wills & Probate • Shipping • Private Client • 

Wealth management • Sports law & management

www.gibraltarlawyers.com

Whatever’s on the horizon,
ISOLAS have it covered.
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The Gibraltar Magazine is the premier lifestyle publication with the highest circulation 
and best quality content and design on the Rock. Every month we pack our 100 pages 
with gripping features from a cross-section of the Gibraltarian community in business, 
culture and sport.

We have the most efficient and effective distribution network on the Rock with our own 
branded stands for increased visibility and ease of access.

Copies are distributed to the arrivals and departures areas in the airport and ferry 
terminals; the frontier; the ICC; Atlantic Suites; the Rock Hotel; every room at the Caleta 
and Elliott Hotels; restaurants; bars; businesses and Casemates Square as well as London 
and Brussels.

Our primary target audiences are local home owners, employed and aspirational, with 
focus on entertainment, travel, fashion, home, leisure etc. In the business section, we 
focus on finance, property and gaming industries. Our social media followers on Facebook 
and Twitter number in the thousands.

On our new website we provide even more information using the latest technology and 
updating daily. We have big plans to develop it even further, so keep an eye out for new 
features on www.thegibraltarmagazine.com.

We support local talent, promoting young artists and entrepreneurs, presenting what’s 
on the Rock and always making sure the content is Gibraltar relevant.

In October 2015, the magazine celebrated its 20 year anniversary, which speaks volumes 
for itself in terms of loyal readership and confidence of advertisers keeping us going. Our 
young team strives to take it in a fresh direction each month.

We are proud to sponsor the Gibraltar International Literary Festival in its fourth edition 
as firm believers that literature is a keystone in Gibraltarian culture and we support the 
festival’s initiative to bring top quality writers from across the world.
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SHARE STORIES, 
SHARE MOMENTS
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GIBRALTAR - TANGIER - CASABLANCA

Discover Morocco

*Transaction fees not included.  Fares 

Subject to availability.

To book go to RoyalAirMaroc.
com or visit your travel agent for 
holiday deals.

Flights on Thursdays 
and Sundays

£66 return

Tangier from
*

£118 return

Casablanca from
*

Luxury Office Space in Gibraltar

Europort is the largest and leading office address in 
Gibraltar. It is conveniently situated within ten minutes 
working distance of the town centre with numerous 
amenities on its doorstep.

The versatility of the design is reflected in the office space 
available, from small office suites to entire floors offering 
tremendous flexibility for fitting out to individual 
requirements.

The Europort Office Complex was built in 1990.
It is a magnificent commercial complex of modern 
design which dominates the Gibraltar waterfront 
looking onto the harbour and the bay area offering 
an ideal working environment.

+350 20076579

www.europort-gibraltar.com

info@europort-gibraltar.com

O F F I C E  S U I T E SP R E S T I G I O U S
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The Saccone & Speed (Gibraltar) Group of Companies can trace its roots to 1839, when 
James Speed started trading in Gibraltar as a wine merchant. Nearly a decade later, 
by 1850 Jerome Saccone had also established his own wines and spirits business. They 
competed with each other for the remainder of the century, and by 1908 the two rivals 
merged and incorporated in England as Jerome Saccone & James Speed & Co. Limited. 
They also incorporated Saccone & Speed Limited in Gibraltar in 1949.

From the very earliest days, the company’s main commercial activities were the 
supply of beer, wines, spirits and tobacco principally to the Royal Navy and the large 
contingent of military personnel based on the Rock. The relationship with the Royal Navy 
led the company to open branches at naval ports and major Royal Naval bases in the 
Mediterranean as well as branches in Africa & the Far East. Saccone & Speed became 
a major supplier to the Diplomatic Corps in various countries, a role it played until the 
1970s. 

As part of its ambitious growth programme, Saccone & Speed acquired Hankey Bannister 
whisky in 1932, including its offices in the West End of London. This marked the first 
foothold that Saccone & Speed had on the United Kingdom domestic market. In 1962 
Saccone & Speed was acquired by Courage Limited.

The 1980s was a decade of mergers and acquisitions and between 1984 and 1987 
Courage, which was by then a member of the Imperial Group, was taken over by the 
Hanson Trust and the sold onto to Elders and Elders then sold Saccone & Speed to Grand 
Metropolitan. In 1987 Grand Metropolitan agreed a management buy-out for Saccone & 
Speed, which was renamed as Saccone & Speed (Gibraltar) Limited. 

The Company celebrated its’ 175th anniversary in 2014.
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Deliver your business to the worlD 
with the international specialists.

∙ ∙ ∙ ∙ ∙ ∙ ∙
That‘s the Speed of Yellow

www.dhl.co.uk/express

Matrix logistics solutions ltd (sole Dhl Gibraltar representative)

unit 36 harbours Deck, new harbours, Gibraltar

tel: 200  72210   Fax: 200 78874   email: Gibsn@dhl.com

Opening hours 
Mon-Fri 08.30-18.00

Deliver your business to the worlD 
with the international specialists.

∙ ∙ ∙ ∙ ∙ ∙ ∙
That‘s the Speed of Yellow

www.dhl.co.uk/express

Matrix logistics solutions ltd (sole Dhl Gibraltar representative)

unit 36 harbours Deck, new harbours, Gibraltar

tel: 200  72210   Fax: 200 78874   email: Gibsn@dhl.com

Opening hours 
Mon-Fri 08.30-18.00

Matrix Logistics Solutions Ltd (Sole DHL Gibraltar Representative)

Unit 68 Harbours Deck, New Harbours, Gibraltar

Tel: 200 72210 Fax: 200 78874  Email: GIBSN@dhl.com

Deliver your business to the worlD 
with the international specialists.

∙∙∙∙∙∙∙
That‘s the Speed of Yellow

www.dhl.co.uk/express

Matrix logistics solutions ltd (sole Dhl Gibraltar representative)
unit 36 harbours Deck, new harbours, Gibraltar

tel: 200  72210   Fax: 200 78874   email: Gibsn@dhl.com
Opening hours 
Mon-Fri 08.30-18.00

Gibraltar International Literary Festival 

Official Logistics Partner

dhl_literaryFestival2016.indd   1 29/09/2016   13:33
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Back in 1971 in South London, two brothers, Bruno and Sergio Costa, had a dream – 
to bring their passion for irresistible coffee to the capital. What started as a wholesale 
business, roasting over 40 different coffee blends in Newport Street, London, soon 
became more. In 1978, the brothers decided that they’d like to share their passion with 
the people of London, inviting them to become part of the Costa family. So the first 
ever Costa Coffee shop was born on Vauxhall Bridge Road, right in the heart of London. 
This meant customers could enjoy the brothers’ irresistible coffee in a warm and inviting 
place, whilst experiencing the genuine community spirit that surrounds coffee culture. 
And so the Costa magic began.

Our irresistible coffee is now served in over 3,000 Costa stores right across the globe. It’s 
more than a great coffee, it’s a feeling and an experience. We understand that and it’s 
what makes us different. It’s the combination of elements – authentic crafted tastes, the 
convenience, the community spirit and the friendly service – that leaves our customers 
smiling. We focus our passion and expertise on each area to ensure we always deliver the 
best coffee shop experience for each of our customers. Irresistible handcrafted coffee, 
passionate expert baristas and our warm welcome within arms reach of desire – we aim 
to make your coffee moment the best it can be.

Costa Coffee arrived in Gibraltar in 2015 by Sandpiper Holdings Limited to bring the 
country the best handcrafted coffee directly from England.

The first store, in Casemates Square, has become a meeting place for residents and 
tourists every day. The experience was completed with the opening of Costa Coffee on 
Main Street and continues its growth thanks to the confidence of the Gibraltarians

Costa Coffee Casemates
2, Casemates Square.

Costa Coffee Main Street
256, Main Street.
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Launched in 1992 by brothers Charles and John Bosano, Insight is now Gibraltar’s longest 
established magazine (and the 3rd longest running publication on the Rock after the two 
daily papers), with over 24 years experience, and a well recognised brand name, both in 
print and online. The very first edition was published in June 1992 and our main feature 
was an exclusive interview that John did with legendary guitarist Carlos Santana. Carlos 
was in Gibraltar to perform in concert with his band at the Victoria Stadium, this being 
the highlight of a series of sporting, cultural and entertainment events that were held in 
Gibraltar under the banner of Rock ‘92.

The technology used in the publishing and marketing profession has changed so much 
in almost a quarter of a century that it’s difficult, if not impossible, to explain to the 
younger generation who were either too young to remember or not even born yet in 1992. 
Modern digital and on-line technology now seems like nothing short of miraculous. The 
processing power of modern computers and the sophistication of the software allows for 
almost limitless possibilities.

Insight aims to inform and entertain its readers in Gibraltar and abroad with a diverse 
range of subject matter, such as current affairs, personality profiles, culture, health & 
well-being, travel, social issues, entertainment, heritage, sports and business.
Insight Magazine also appears on our exact digital copy at www.insightgibraltar.com 
where readers and flick through the virtual pages on Insight, plus read back issues on our 
Archives section. 
Insight also has a very popular Facebook page (Gibraltar Insight) and Twitter account 
(inGibSight) which we utilise on a daily basis to promote articles, company profiles and 
adverts that appear on the magazine as well an Instagram (Insightgibraltar) presence.
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Sandpiper recently introduced their luxury chocolate franchise to Gibraltar. Hotel 
Chocolat started a British chocolate revolution when it opened its first shop in North 
London in 2004.

The new Hotel Chocolat Gibraltar is located at 154 Main Street which is right in the 
heart of Gibraltar’s main shopping area.

SandpiperCI’s CEO, Tony O’Neill said: “Hotel Chocolat is world-renowned for its delicious 
‘Iconic Slabs’ and mouth-watering liquid Chocolate, so we’re delighted to introduce 
this luxury brand into Mainland Europe. It will be the second franchise brand under our 
umbrella that we’re extending into Europe and follows the success of our Costa Coffee 
outlets which we’ve already opened in Spain and Gibraltar.

“Sandpiper has a reputation as a trusted partner of many UK brands because we share 
the same language, culture and philosophy which puts us in a unique position to leverage 
our extensive brand knowledge to help brands like Hotel Chocolat enter new European 
markets.”

The new Gibraltar store has created several much-needed jobs in the tiny British overseas 
territory.

Founded by Angus Thirlwell and Peter Harris, Hotel Chocolat was established with one 
goal in mind – to make a better type of authentic chocolate available to UK consumers.  
Authentic, wholesome ingredients are the foundations of Hotel Chocolat’s success, and 
its position has been further strengthened by its purchase and restoration of a cocoa 
plantation in St Lucia. Hotel Chocolat supports the St Lucian cocoa growers through its 
unique ‘Engaged Ethics’ programme and the results of its extensive cocoa research are 
evident in the fine chocolate range which is exclusive to Hotel Chocolat stores.

Hotel Chocolat was recently awarded Emerging Retailer of the Year by the influential 
publication, Retail Week, and has been selected as one of the UK’s prestigious ‘Cool 
Brands’ for four years running.

Visit us:
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1.      The Garrison Library & Festival Bookshop
2.      John Mackintosh Hall
3.      The Convent
4.      The Sunborn Hotel
5.      University of Gibraltar (Europa Point)
6.      O’Callaghan Eliott Hotel
7.      Festival Marquee
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Modern Internet technology has become a powerful force for the creative community: 
previously-unknown artists connect instantly with new fans, film-makers can release 
their work globally with little-to-no cost, musicians in small communities now inspire 
global audiences and writers are no longer constrained by traditional publishing routes.
In fact, smartphone technology has led to a daily digital tsunami of new content 
being released onto the World Wide Web, especially with written and photographic 
work published through blogs/vlogs and social media posts providing a release for 
previously-hidden talent. Whilst popularity is certainly no measure of quality or art, there 
is something to suit every taste and level of sophistication, whether the work shifts 
paradigms or remains within the traditional styles.

However, the great literary masters are timeless and are now accessible worldwide 
to anyone using advances in technology that we all now take for granted. Now that 
downloading or uploading a book or new film is as easy as pulling one off the shelf, 
perhaps the next Shakespeare is also only a click away and maybe right here in Gibraltar?

u-mee simplifies your digital life, whether that involves the written word, catching up 
with TV news, participating in a debate via social media ... or a video call with your loved 
ones. You no longer need to worry about endless video buffering or insufficient Internet 
bandwidth causing dropouts. u-mee now offers some of the fastest speeds and best-
value broadband in Europe and all our fibre products include a landline and TV services.

u-mee is proud to support the Gibunco Gibraltar International Literary Festival and 
would like to thank all the participants for enriching our lives with their work. We hope 
that we too can contribute in our own way by delivering the best of human creativity to 
local homes.

Proud sponsor of the Gibunco Gibraltar 
International Literary Festival 2016
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